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| HISTORY or BENIGNUS, 


CHAP. LXVII. 
T THOUGHT Mr. Draper the true 

1 ftandard, and reſolved to copy him; 
but, for the blood of me, I could not 
hit bim off. The air of his walk was 
my firſt object; there was ſometimes a 
trip, ſometimes a ſwagger, and ſome- 
times a kind of care· for- nothing ſaunter 
in his motions, which in him were bes 
Vol. III. B coming, 


— 
* 


2 LIBERAL OPINIONS. 
coming, but at ſecond- hand were truly 
VJeugbable: the trip had well nigh tilted 
me upon my noſe; the ſwagger made 
me ſtrike the arm of a lady, to the 
177 injury of her ruffle, for which 1 
had like to have been rewarded with a 
broken head, by a gentleman who, for 
aught I know, might be her huſband ; 
and, in trying to catch the faunter, I 
only ſucceeded in the care-for-nothing 
part of the buſineſs, which conducted 
me into a kennel. This unſucceſsful 
mimicry gave ſuch pleaſure to the maſt 
poliſhed charafter of the age, that he 
very plentifully wept with laughter, and, 
when I was making the effort to ſwing 
my cane with a ſuitable careleflneſs (by 
which I chuck'd it againſt the chin of a 
chairman, who damn'd me for a ſaucy 
| raſcal, and ran away with my property), 
it was too much to bear, and he ſup- 
* himſelf againſt a door- poſt, from 
dropping 
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dropping down dead in the ſtreet a vic» 
tim to rifibility. Piqued a little at this, 
I propoſed phlebotomy, and offered to 
ſend for a ſurgeon; but Draper perceiv- 
ing a crowd beginning to cluſter (for 
it is incredible how few moments are 
neceſſary to collect a mob in London), 
he got the better of his convulſion, and 
aſking my pardon, walked forward: 1 
forgave him in expreſſion, but the in- 
ſult ſunk deep into my heart, and whe- 
ther benevolent or not, I wiſhed for 
nothing half ſo much as an occaſion of 
revenge : this, I think, was the ſecond 
inſtance I detected in myſelf a propen- 
fity to recriminate. It will, however, 
be conſidered that I was now launched 
into the world ; my village notions were 
wearing off; town maxims were ſuc- 
ceeding ; and I am much afraid we loſe 
our amiable ſimplicity, in proportion as 
we engage in active ſcenes, and pro- 

| B 2 cnre 
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cure that ſbort of knowledge IAA | 
from ſuch engagements. 

At all events. I was reſolved to decline 
all imitations for the future, and ſtick. 
to the original, uncouth as it might 
be. Better, thought I, to be naturally 
clownith, than affectedly ridiculous; and, 
perhaps, this well-bred town will ſoon 
give me as delicate a poliſh as the beſt 
of them. Draper, it is moſt likely, ſaw 
my chagrin, and rallied me upon it. 
Oh thou fimpleton! cried he, in a world 
like this, to ſacrifice a ſingle moment to 
the ſpleen ; but, above all things, to let 
an harmleſs piece of jocularity make 
thee grave. To laugh, Mr. Draper, 
ſaid I, you know is exquiſite ; but to 


be the ſubject of deriſion, is the agony 


of the damned. Pſhaw, anſwered Dra- 
per, not amongſt friends. He who fur- 
niſhes the moſt amuſement, is the moſt 


* companion; and to ſhew you 
that 


LIBERAL'OPINIONS. 3 
that I really think f; I charge you to 
have as much laugh out of me as you 
poſſibly can; and before half the day is 
over, a precious morſel you'll find me, 
I promiſe you. Look, if Tom Span- 
gle is not croſſing the way—the fineſt 
lad in the univerſe, Benignus: you muſt 
know him; I' introduce you directly. 
With this Mr. Draper ſkipped over the 
ſtreet, caring ſix : pence neither for the 
ſoul or body of the poor devil whom he 
left to ſcamper after him: nice was my 
eſcape ; for in attempting to be at ihe 
oppoſite pavement as ſoon as he, I was 
henimed, in the middle of the ſtreet, 
by a preſs of coaches on the one hand, 
and a dreadful length of drays on the 
other, while the claſh of wheels, the 
thunder of oaths, and the ſmack” of 
whips, reſounded on all ſides: at length, 
however, I got ſafe to Mr. Draper, to 
whom I did not think fit to complain of 
—_—_ my 


n beloved 4 I can tell you that: 
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my terrors, and he inſtantly put my 
hand into the ſoft and white palm « 
Mr. Tom Spangle: | 
Never were the exteriors of two peo- 
ple more exactly contraſted than thoſe 
of Draper and Spangle, the latter being 
the ſleekeſt, ſlimmeſt, and moſt ſhiver- 
ing little wretch that ever ſhuddered 
© at a breeze.” The chin was as 
ſmooth as the lips of a lady, the limbs 
as unſubſtantially delicate as thoſe which 
belong to the greyhounds of Italy, and 
the tender gentleman was juſt ſtepping 
into a milliner's ſnop, to recruit himſelf 
with Hungary water. We ſtopped him 


at the door, and I ſhall: give the reader, 


with all poſſible regard to truth, an ab- 
ſtract of the converſation which now paſſed 


between Mr. Draper and his friend. So, 


you would not come amongſt us yeſter- 
day, ſays Spangle; loſt much of your 


had 


On 
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had ſome of the ſweeteſt ſport in nature; 
rather fatiguing, indeed, but variety ren- 
dered it enchanting. Aye indeed, re- 
plied Draper, how did you go on? 
This is no place, child, anſwered Span- 
ole, to enter into the agreeable particu- 
lars; there is a coffee-room you ſee. — 
They went in, ſeated themſelves without 
ceremony, placed me in the middle, and 
thus Mr. Spangle, without any reſpe& 
to-the company in the room, continued. 
his narrative : Now, Draper, I muſt tell 
you, that it was a complete day of rat- 
tle and extaſy, and if my nerves had not 
been monſtrouſly in tune, muſt have 
_ abſolutely expired of an exceſs of bliſs : 
never ſpent ſo exquilite a day in my life, 
a faft day into the bargain !—Such a 
put of a parſon ; but the organ made us 
amends; we all went to the chapel, 
you know who always fits in the pew 
facing the pulpit. What a pretty pu- 

B 4 ritan ! 
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ritan l Lord Dazzle drew her eyes from 
the prayer - book more than once. Love- 
book thought to attract her by his voice, 
and fo read the Pſalms louder than the 
clerk; Sir Charles Crazy focuſi d her 
through an vpera - glaſs ; but, Jeſus ! 
George, what are all the tricks of arts 
to the charms of nature !—/ was only 
in—a- mere undreſs—and made a con- 
queſt in half an hour. Really, cried, 
Draper, with a very grave face! True, 
on my veracity, anſwered Spangle: 

about the middle of the Litany I made 
an impreſſion; the Epiſtle and Goſpel 
ſet ber a trembling; the ſecond leſſon 
(that, you know, comes next) was 
ſomething from Peter, or Paul (I for- 
got which) about marrying and burn- 
ing; and this, as I fixed my eyes upon 
her, threw her into a celeſtial confuſion, 
as much as to ſay, That Spangle is a 
divine Glow at the end of the Com- 
] munion, 


LIBERAL OPINIONS, „ 


.munion, the cried out with great fer- 
vour, Lord have merey upon me! and 
before Orthodox had half done his ditty, 


which was all about the obligations to 
charity - you know what a Jew he 18— 
the ſmellipg · bottle was at ber noſe; in 
five minutes afterwards, as I purſued 
my advantages, her face tutned quite 
red; and, to my eternal honour, I drove 
her fairly out of church. The congre- 
gation roſe to ſtare, the girl held down 
her head, as if ſhe had been doing pe- 
nance in a white ſheet, tottered through 
the aile, as if ſhe would fink upon one 
of the old ſtone tombs, and ſome of 
the people, methought, looked at me, 
as they would ſay, Ves, yes, Mri Span- 
gle—it's all over with her. —She's breed- 
ing, I ſuppoſe, for all her piety! ! 

He pauſed, and hummed an air. 
And do you think, fir, ſaid I to Span- 
gle, there was any thing ſo ſuperlative- 
| B 5 i | 
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ly pleaſurable in ſending a young wo- 
man from divine ſervice, by dint of 
Hare? Pleaſurable! echoed Spangle ; 
why, fir, ſhe's modeſt. Does that make 
it more honourable in you, to look that 
modeſty out of countenance ?—Certain- 
I, faid he: to triumph over a girl who 
goes to church four times a week, who 
pretends to ſuch a curſed deal of devo- 
tion, and has always a—a—a—beſides, 
ſhe's ancomeatable. How do you know 
that? ſays Draper. Why, anſwers Span- 
gle, as ſoon as old Orthodox had mum- 
bled over his ſermon, and diſmiſſed us 
with the Peace of God,” I gave my 
party the lip, and drove to Strawby's. 
Not to be got, though I offered a 
thouſand for her privy purſe: the jade 
wanted to fob me off with the firſt taſte 
of the mercer's wife, who is to meet co- 
lonel Sweeps this evening; the woman's 
handſome, and defirable, but Strawby 
7 a! has 
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has only been after her a fortnight---be- 
ſides, ſhe's really married, and I deteſt 


adultery : tis one of my crying fins, 
you muſt know, Draper. So then, 
you have no hopes of this religious 
lady (cries Mr. Draper, who main- 
tained very ſerious features during this. 
diſcourſe). Why yes, replied Spangle, 
upon the whole, I think I have, for 
Strawby is to ſet all wheels to work. 
She is, it ſeems, an only child, ſo is 
curſedly cloſe attended by her mother : 
- luckily, the father is dead, and the girl 
looks divinely in mourning. Here 1 
felt a tear upon my cheek, which was 
not, however, detected by either of my 
companions; and the amiable Mr. Span- 
gle went on in this manner. 


CHAP. LXIX. 


Strawby, it ſeems, knows a girl who 
keeps a young fellow, who is very inti- 
B 6 mate 
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mate in the family, and who is, beſides, 
in the good graces of the old woman, 
the mother-: now the ſcheme is, to get 
this girl, to get this man, to get 
this woman. As how, ſaid 'Draper--- 


As how? replied Draper. Why, this 
kept man, you may be ſure, rejoined 
Spangle, wants caſh. I will meet him 


at Strawby's (who will invite him), as 


if by accident; then I will take ſuch a 
liking to him, as to be afterwards often 
in his company. After this we will go 
to the church, where Miſs Dian Dick--- 
-a---a---T was going to tell her name; 
but as this gentleman 0 pointing to me) 
is a ſtranger, and as it is an affair of 


honour, he will excuſe me: ſo as I was 


ſaying, I will pretend to be - deeply 
ſmitten, and talk about laying fortune 
and perſon at her feet. This induces 
the Fellow. Of this time my -faft, 
| _lriend) 


My blood” ran cold through my veins, 
and my heart lay freezing at my breaſt. 


. 
* 
— ———-—— — — 


j — Fronoten Aa. 
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friend) to poſt away to the mother's 
houſe, which you know is at the bots 
tom of St. James's-ftreet.---Piſh, curſe 
my blundering head! - but her name is 
ſacred. I ſhall then ſoon pay a viſit 
in form—then come to your call-in as 
it happens—then to your how-do-you 
familiars then alarm the girl into a 
paſſion-tattle about ſettlements---bring 
a proper attorney with parchments— 
ſcheme a ſhort delay---indulge endear- 
ment-=--ſet out together for an airing--+ 
drive about till it is. duſk, and fo then 
to Strawby's---(here he ſnapped his 


fingers, in a kind of victorious flouriſh 


over his head) I ftarted up, and ex» 
claimed, in a ſtern voice, And what then, 
fir ?---Why then, fir, replied Spangle, 
coolly, we may poſſibly take our cho- 
colate in bed the next morning, and 
the night afterwards ſhe will be\ very 
much at your ſervice, What, don't you 

„ intend 
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intend to make her your wife then, fir ? 
faid J. Make her my wife? replied the 
beau, in a faint, frighted voice Would 
you have me run my neck into another 
halter? Then you are already eſpouſed ! 
To the fineſt woman in the three king- 
doms, and as much above this dingy 
Diana, as Cleopatra was to that old 
crooked crump of a think in the bar--- 
uttering the compariſon. loud enough for 
a woman unhappily deformed to hear 
| him, as ſhe was purſuing her bufineſs. 
Mr. Draper, ſaid I, if you'll favour me 
with direction to this taylor, I will go 

and find him out; for in the company 
of a man who flies openly in the face 
of his God, and rejoices in the fall of 
beauty and innocence, I can really ſtay 
no longer. The pale creamy face of 

Mr. Spangle immediately ſhifted to a 
more ſanguine hue, and he pertly 
faid, he did nothing which made him 
Hh aſhamed 


— 


[ 
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aſhamed to face his God, and that if 'I 
would walk into a more private apart- 
ment, he would convince me that he 
was not afraid to face a man ; looking 
at the ſame time at me, from head to 
foot, as if he thought me a boy. And 
now came on Mr. Draper's laughing 
time; for ſometimes he ſoothed, ſome- 
times encouraged, ſometimes provoked 
both; yet appeared all along a diſ- 
paſſionate and zealous friend : I told 
him that I had nobler reaſons than any 
proceeding from fear, for declining. to 
diſpute with him. If you ſhould change 
your mind, fir, replied Spangle, taking 
a piece of paper from his pocket-book, 
and penciling his name upon it—I am 
always to be found there, fir, toſſing the 
- addreſs to me with an air of diſdain, 
and offering to go out. Nay, nay, fy, 
gentlemen, cried Draper, interpoſing : 
don't be grave about trifles; let me put 
174 055 n — 
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your hands together: to be ſure you 
have both ſaid a word too much, and 
ſome people would have a meeting, but, 
hang it, the girl is not worth duelling 
for z at leaſt, drop it for the preſent, 
and let us have a nn wy of coffee 
together. 
Excuſe me, Gange ſays the beau, 
Walking away in a flurry: I muſt not 
have my morals diſputed with im punity. 
Sir, you will bear from me ſhortly. So 
faying, he threw down fixpence on the 
board, toſſed himſelf into a ſedan, 
twitched the curtains round on all fides, 
and was bobbed off, before he had 
- finiſhed the ſtory of felicity, and his 
adventures on a day devoted to faſting 
and prayer. As ſoon as he was gone, 
Draper, who had been upon the whole 
unuſually ſerious, now. gave way to the 
fun of his temper, and diſcovered at 


once his own character, and that of 
Spangle, 
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Spangle, in a ſtyle equally ludicrous 
and licentious. That fellow, fir, ſays he, 
is the ſtrangeſt mortal upon the face of , 
the earth: three or four years ago he 
was as jolly and hearty a looking man 
as myſelf; but his paſſion for women 
has made him what you fee. Variety 
and difficulty equally diſtinguiſh his a- 
mours : for he never ſees the ſame wo- 
may twice (except his wife, with whom 
he never, ſleeps); and if any of his ob- 
jects are obtained without great pains, 
and proportionate charge, he takes the 
firſt opportunity, after poſſeſſion, not 
only to leave, but diſgrace her! Can 
there, ſaid I, poſſibly be ſuch a devil in 
the form of a man! Without ng 
me, n . ne 


4 
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No you muſt know, I hate diffi- 
culty, though I have no objection to 
variety. I am in friendſhip with this 
coxcomb, therefore, merely on the ſcore 
of convenience: for, as he never re- 
peats his viſit to his ladies, and ranſacks 
both town and country for ſuch as are 
ke moſt virtuous and celebrated, for the 

ſatisfaction of a ſingle hour, I always 
have them almoſt as ſoon as himſelf, 
without the trouble of dangling after 
them, or debauching them; ſo that I 
have all the enjoyment, without a ſpice 
- of the wickedneſs :/ and if a man can be 
good on ſuch eaſy terms, he is a fool 
you know to refuſe them ; becauſe that 
would be doing the Devil's work for 
nothing. As to fighting, you need be 
wider no mm on that head; for 
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I - promiſe you, he will not draw his 
ſword to ſettle much worſe words than 
have. paſſed between you and him: he 
is the greateſt coward in Europe; and, 
between you and TI, can neither give 
ſatisfattion to man or woman: though 
he is conſtantly in quarrels, and has 
either bought himſelf off battles, or hired 
people to take up his cauſe, fifty times. 
But come, Benignus, more of this ano» 
ther opportunity: we have fooled away 
above an hour with this fopling, and 
we will now call on my taylor. He. roſe, 
and ſettled for our chocolate with the 
crooked woman at the bar, and then 
ſaying he ſhould- return in a minute, 
went into the yard. 1: 

The reader, it is hoped, is by this 
time ſufficiently acquainted with me, 
to be certain I did not allow the mi- 
nute of his abſence to paſs by without 
pouring forth the reflections that the 

tranſactions 
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tranſactions of the morning had excited! 
What-a pair of precious fellows, ſaid I, 
are here ! a ſeducer of the modeſt; and 
à receiver of the ſeduced. One glory- 
ing becauſe his impudence drove a lady 
from her devotions, and the other in 
erxpectation of enjoying the benefit of 

the imrigue, ſhould it be ultimately 
ſucceſsful! Then the dark plot laid 
againſt the virtue of this young lady the 
laſt lovely prop of her widowed mother, 
now mourning the loſs of a huſband. 
I ſhudder at the danger which hovers 
over the relicts of this amiable houſe. — 
And yet how is the miſchief---how is the 
impending miſery to be preventedd)d 
Chance frequently orders the mat- 
ter better, infinitely better, than con- 
triuance: perhaps, that very ſtroke 
which we call chance, is in reality the 


wiſdom of preternatural direction; and in 
* vale. . nn lies only in the 


word, 
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word, while the meaning is the ſame; 
As J was deliberating on the means by 
which poor Diana might be reſcued from 
diſhonour, I put my hand into my 
pocket to take out my handkerchief, in 
doing which I dropped one of my 
gloves, and, in ſtooping to take it up, 1 
ſaw a pocket- book lying under the table, 
which I found had accidentally been left 
by Spangle, when he gave me his ad- 
dreſs ; 'and I was juſt proceeding with it 
to the bar-keeper with a proper charge 
to deliver it to the gentleman, ſhould he 
enquire for it, when 'the return of Mr, 
Draper made me think it better to give 
it him, as a friend who might have an 
earlier opportunity of delivering it. For- 
tunately, however, (as the reader will 
- Perceive in the ſeque],) Draper had none 
of that troubleſome punctilio about him, 
which would have deterred me from in- 
vading the ſecrets of this private repoſi- 
Io tory, 
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_ tory, on any conſideration whatever. In- 
deed, this gentleman had a ſtrange mix- 
ture of heterogeneous qualities in his 
character, the true colour of which was 
not to be aſcertained at one ſitting; and 
he painted himſelf in the end much 
- Jivelier and truer than it was in the 
power of any other perſon to depict him. 
The moment he caſt his eye on the 
pocket-book, he ſeized it as a prize, and 
ſwore it muſt be one of the greateſt curi- 
oſities in the world. A pocket-book, 
Benignus, is the man of pleaſure's com - 
panion, or a polite directory to all places 
of faſhionable reſort ; as neceſſary to us, 
my dear boy, as our ſhirts, and appro- 
priated to nearly the ſame uſe, viz. to 
conceal ſecrets. As ſoon as we have ſeen 
Skain, we will ſaunter homewards 
through the Mall, and enjoy this de- 
lightful treat which Spangle has unin- 
tentionally afforded us. We now left 
art ; & F the 


4 * 
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the coffee - room, and as we walked along, 
I aſked Draper if he thought it quite 
delicate to open the pocket- book. There 


vou go, anſwered he; that damned de- 
licacy has made all the young men and 
women mere bluſhing babies: our no- 
vels, plays, and converſations, are now 
conducted with ſo much refinement ; 
nay our very ſermons---I ſhould ſay our 
moral eſſays, are ſo confounded delicate, 

that we are for ever talking about it and | 
about it, without having the courage to 
ſpeak out: and yet what is all this de- 
licacy but circumlocutory licentiouſneſs; 
honeſt matter of fact, dreſt in a veil of 
gauze, the diſguiſe ſeen through with 
half an eye? Nay, it were no difficult 
point to prove, that the ribaldry of 
Lord Rocheſter is infinitely leſs pernici- 
ous than the deſcription of ſcenes drawn 
by thoſe gentry who pique themſelves 
upon their fne feelings. Bawdry, fir, 

19 candied 
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candied over by ſentiment, is fwallowed 
eagerly by the coyeſt maiden in the 
world; but, oh rude: wretch ! the abo- 
minates the writer, who ſays the ſame 
thing in a plainer way. What would 
you infer from theſe: remarks, Mr. Dra- 

Per, faid 19 I hate argument, my dear 
fellow, ſaid Draper, and ſo let us make 
| the beſt of our way to Skain's, and then 
J will give you an inſtance of my delicacy 
with reſpect to the pocket · book. A 
few minutes ſmart walking brought us 
to a ſtreet, where Draper preſently 
rapp'd at the door of a handſome houſe, 
and enquired for Mr. Skain; and, upon 
being told he was at home, We 5 were 
begged: to walk for a moment into a 
parlour, till Mr. Skain could be called. 
This parlour, its furniture, and the look 
| of the ſervant, beſpoke ſomething ſo 
much beyond any idea I had conceived 
of a yy that I made no ſcruple of 
bib aſking 
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aſking” Drape what” aputtments in ſo 
fathivtiable houſe Skaity could peffbfy 


decußy. This was 4 feet queſtion for 
the conſtitution of y emp; who J 
emed: oner more, at ny enpence, the 
| exquiſite \pteaſurs'of hughins"; though 
where the joke lies in Taughing at a2 
man's enting ignorünt of whit he never 
had an opportunity of knowing, J really 
cannot tell. In the midſt of the merti- 
ment, in came a ſomebody, in a green 
velvet cap, Iten night-gown, laced wait 
coat, ſilk ſtockings, and Morse flip. 
pers: Aye, Skain, how do you do? [ 
have brought you a young cuſtomer, a 
man of faſhion, juſt come to is eſtate : 

he is my moſt particular friend, ànd you 
muſtibe with bim tomorrow at Mrs. 
Darlngtor's; © in CavendiſbaSquaro. 1 
ſhould''as ſoon have ſuſpected Draper 
himfelf to have been à wielder of the 

gooſe and\ſciflars, as this indentical Me; 
* Vor. III. C Skain 


bl 


— the fide of bis gown, and 


till Mr. Draper had. finiſhed ; "after 
which, without once dropping his digni- 
 ty;hebegans los oe OE nec 
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Skain, who liſtened to my. friond's ha- 
 rangue, wirhout any . thing ,approach- 
ing to that cringe and congee ſo inei- 
dental to the character in the country. 


So far, however, as be from cringing, 


that he reſted his bum againſt. a table, 


all the. important; lounge of a noble- 
man, -played, a: ſort of tune with his 


Kroaked his beard; with the othe? hand, 


12 ih rr 9 * Sc 16 | 
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We To-morow, Sir. Gal bleſs om 
af — ee for * — 

| pounds. I have ſuch an ocean of work 
dia hand. and all to be done-by Saturday 


11 2 4 A night, 
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night, that I could diſpenſe with forty 
hands -more than I have already. Be- 
ſides, there's Lady Luſtre's new liveries, 
and Lady Fade's mourning, muſt poß⸗ 
tively be finiſhed this week. Iam bigh- 
ly. proud of the honour, and ſhall take 
a_ pleaſure, in ſerving the gentleman ; 3 
— vou know our predicament : : our 
cuſtomers are all in a hurry, and 1 am 
ſo much in the death and marriage way, 
that 1 can ſcarce call a moment _my own 
for a mouthful of victuals. 4 am like- 
wiſe at this inſtant equipping an heir for 
this world, and an old fellow for the 
other (who, by the bye, ought to have 
died ſeven years ago), and the widow i is 
as anxidus to put on black, to tell her 
acquaintance ſhe, is ber own, miſtreſs, as 
the heir to get out of his fables, and t 
the women he is a match for any for- 
tune amongſt them, If the young gentle- 


wan could wait, therefore, for a few days, | 
Ca till 
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fll——Lookee, Skain, anſwered Draper, 
I infiſt on your being with my friend in 


the morning; he is juſt from the coun- 


try, and cannot go into public 1 
want of proper clothes. Well, Sir, re- 
plied Skain, in a more ſubmiſſive voice, | 
if that is the caſe, T will fit up with my 
men night and day, or throw ſome of 
the work in hand 'by—for one can make 
free -with old cuſtomers—rather than 
diſtreſs a gentleman; and, indeed, 1 
perceive— Here Mr. Skain lifted up my 
coat by the poeket/flap—T perceive the 
gentleman has been in bad hands; he 
has been, as I often ſay, among the but- 
chers of broad-cloth, and ruiners of 
- raiment.---In this facetious ſtrain was 
our gentleman · taylor proceeding, when 
the parlour door opened, and eblarged 
our ſociety by the addition of a perſun 
who was announced to be Mr. Thrift, 
the taylot's attoruey, and who had bab. 
141. ETFS _—- | bled 
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bled out his buſineſs, not much in the 
way of his profeſſion, without any regard 
to ſtrangers, the moment he entered, 
To the credit of the trade, however, I 
muſt confeſs this was one of the rotten 
limbs, and not one of the ſound mem- 
bers of the law a dirty, dark, drudgs 
ing character, to whom na man of repu+ 
tation would intruſt his buſineſs, nor any 
but creatures. like himſelf become clients, 
Well, friend Skain, we have nabb'd 
him at laſt; Maſter Dodge is a moſt in- 


defatigable fellow; as ſure: of his prey | 


aa kite. Aye, aye, he has him at laſt, 
of a grated window, befare. him: ſeven 

Skain ! I don't care a farthing for that 
(cries Skain in an extaſy) z as. we haye 
got him in limbo, my heart is caſy, 
and I ſhall reſt quiet in my bed. In 


en. 1 promiſe you, replied 


* £4 


*. 
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Thrift, and likely to remain there till 
an act; for 1 know ſeveral tradeſmen, 
deñdes you, who have bills againſt him, 
and'T how think it my duty, as an Boneſt 
man, to acquaint them, they may renew 
their wiits, and lodge their detainers. 
To be ſure, 3c rn Skain, to be fire; it 
behoves every Chriſtian' ro ferve an- 
6thet in this cafe; for the good of trade 
is concerned in (hf caſes, and fuch A 
fellow fhoutd be puniſhed | as an ex- 
ample: - he's a mere bite, Mr. Fhrift--- 
an arrant bilk; though be Bes an bd 
drefs, and I once thought him very much 
of a gentleman. And how carne you ſo 
foon to change your mind, queſtioned 
Mr. Draper, who ſeemed reſolved to ſit 


ot all diſputes. Why, as fure as 1 
ſtand here, Mr. Draper, I have taken 
pounds upon pounds of that man's mo- 
ney; and for ſome time he was as punc- 
tal as * M's — a bill, and 


take 
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take your” caſh": "nay5"" ſometimes 2 
would inſiſt upon my writing a receipt 
in full, as ſbon as che clothes were ſent 
home; and more that dnee L have been 
obliged to preſs credit upon him; that 
he might not ſuppoſe I” was afraid to 
cruſt him: but for theſe two years 1 
can't heat that er. paid any body, 
and yet the feld tricks out! Himmſelf, 
and Ris Wife, and His three children, as 
gay and gaody ac Mr. Auyboch n fümy: 
my accountalone rand'pretty bighz but 1 
have his body for my goods, However F 
And J feat, criedd Thriſt, ee up 
his ſhoulders, that is all you are 
likely to have; for I dont tiink che 
man has fixpence to fave his ſoul : nay, 
I am ſure he has not; for Mr. Dodge 
gave me ſuch an excellent-account of the 
manner by which he was nabÞb'd, that it 
is worth) your hearing: for you ' muſt 
— a moment, dear Mr. 

| . C. 4 Thrift, 
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Tbrift, till I ring for fame chocolate: 
do, pray, | Mr. Draper, and Jou, ſir, 
ſtay, I beſerch you, and hear the ſtory; ; 
there's nothing in my, idea ſo bigh as 
ſcenes , of low nie. To. this: ſpeech; 
Draper (Who loved adventures, 50 the 
bottom of his heart, and who ſeldom in- 
terrupted people in the qelation · of. them 
till all was over) anſwered- vnly by a 
flight bow.z,-and I ſat too much. amazed. | 
to talk, confidering, the whole ſociety. 
- 8 2:calleftion of devils, und equally de- 
ſpiſing the coolneſs of Draper, che mas. - 
2 Skain, . Hadi 


0 Ba P. . 
1 ech dds es, 19d dif wi 151! 650 
A ee dated lata (who, I 
can aſſure * was a black, with 


Fit . a filver 
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a Glyer-ſhovider-kaot). had brought the 


chocolate on à ſplendid waiter, a freſh 
tap at the door introduced to us another 
worthy grhtlemay, under the name of 
Mr. Dodge, ac queer quaint- looking dit- 
de fellow, wich a fly leer, arch viſage. 
anf:a black wagi Aha cried Thrift, f 
here is not lime Dodge bimſelf! Mo. 
Dadge, ſays Skain, (taking him by the 
dirty hand with great cordiality,) 1 am 
adfinitely indebted to your diligence ke 
1 iſhed in »oiy heart the carchpolihall 
broke his neck fur his pains.+ The gen- 
tlemen, refurgas Mu. Thrift, are:deficous 
to. know the methode you uſed ce take 
Maſter Sudberry. Oh ! cries Dod 
wuüll do your heat good to hear itt 


in all the time 1 have been in office, 
never ſaw ſuch :a go in my hfe. Pray 
ting that he could nat ſpare five minutes 


eee eee 
C5 Mr. 
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Mr. Dodge, —I can hardly tell y for 
laughing. replied this Mi. Dodge, holding 
his ſides. Mat Slappim, Will Trugge, 


und I, were hunting up a girl in Hedge. 
| We lee ſome three or four pound 
to her waſher, buſineſs being bad with 
Her of late, as ſhe could not get out be- 
cafe of ilineſs, fecing as how ſhe was 
ſo gemmin refuſed '/her—and in looking 
for this ſame girl, Sal Sandy, who ſhould 
I Þ ſee with his mouth wide open, as if 
he was a mind to make a meal of the 
air, but the dentital ffiognemy of this 
Mr. Svdberry. I tips Slappim the fligo, 
and nudges the elbow of Trugge, las 
much as to ſay, Soho -I haue him in 
view. The fellow ſtill kept ſucking in 
the ſmoke, as if it was haſty- pudding, 
and had no ſpicion of we, till the maid + 
opened the door to fetch a pennurth of 
ater: then we rulers, her againſt 
al | the 
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the door-poſt, and made directly all three 
together to the garret: but the maid by 
this time ſpecting us, cried out to her 
maſter, Lock the.,gdoors:{fir lock the 
door, here's a parcel gf-;iþail{ces. in the 
houſe: with that his ſpouſe (as I think 
it was by her ruoning) faſtened the door, 
and drew the bolt acroſs in a curſed flul- 
ter ;3 and, to, make it the more ſecurer, 
(foti men, vou know, gentlemen, are 
for always overdoing the thing,) ſne ſet 
the chairs and tables againſt it. Now, | 
as well be dd as break a lock, though 
its law to lift a latch: ſo what does me 
I, but, ſeeing as how the woman be+ 
longing to the houſe was a poor honey, 
1 lays me don at the top of the ſtairs, 
and threatened to ſtarve them out; for, 
you mee —— 
dis dne Sudberry 8 
b C 6 
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vd Ge edi in my pookdt) aid ever 
a word, but kept puffing and curebhing 
at the breath like a broken- winded horſe; 
for I finds he has ybur ar /o-matcack diſ- 
| order upon him and they ſay, air is 
pe nga, dhe world for that. 
= — (as fine a cteature 28 
ſaw; vndeindny)) 
arguſy wich us, touching our — 
the premiſes; and, upon my ſoui, talcd 
over the thing in ſugh a moving; manner, 
chat i it had not been doing an injury 
: Mr. Skain here, 1-coutd have found 
my heart to have left um. Bord] am 
bot an humble ſervant of bis Majeſty's, 
: ——— 
6 Wee This made me go through 
5 - We iRayed in this manner about 
| hours, till the watehmen went 
about; then, as fore as you are-alive, 
rn 
bu out 20 Mam Nap- 
| + M guard, 
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guard, ond ſa id rohbers and rufhans were 
broke into the hauſe, and infifted upon 
his taking us to the watch - houſe. Lord 
help her head! How little ſhe known 
who: and who's together. Nebbers, 
ma am cried Napguard e I can't takes 
them out of the houſe, if it were full 
but, i you deliver them to me on the 
vutſide the door, then I can charge thew 
inthe: King's name, and take them 
awby..:This ſer us all a laughing. Pray, 
Madam, faid Slappita, (Who is as. great 
& wit as any in England, and has a8 
us on the outſide the door, and then r 
will all go jollily to priſon together. To 
make ſhort of the matter, it began 140 
grow late; and iſo, hearing as how they 
or bed, without caring for ſupper, .l 
and my companions went to bed too. 
And where might yop "ſeep, - pray ? ſaid 


02a t | Mr. 
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| Honout, "replied the bailiff; and a very 
good lodging too: But in the middle of 
the night Sudberry began to grunt worſe 
thun ever, the: children fer up their 
pipes between whiles for bread, and the 
mother was one time kiſfing one, then 
thi other then chearing up the huſband} 
While we. ger ſome liquor from next 
dor, made the landlady tipſy, and wai 
ſure of dur game in the morning. But 
rut me if that Mrs, Sudberry is not a 
match för all the officers in town. She's 
2 deep one, [1 protniſe ou In the mor 
ing dn my eyes, gentlemen; if the 
Ac not fainly bilk us, do what we would. 

How was thür, Maſter Dodge > ſaid 
Skain, a little diſappointed-— There is a 
waer ku ebe e about 


5 * — ——— to beave in 


n twbpens) loaf} and a mall toa- Kettle: 
alt 5 into 


— 
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into this window | the drew her victuals, 
throwing a ſtring to the maid tv tie, fed 
ber children, boiled 4 little broth in a 
ean for her huſband, and threatened to 
do ſo till Sunday; when you know. the 
law the more's the pity for the nation 
bes not ſuffer us to do buſineſs. 
This ſcheme put us all to our wits 
end, and we now hegan to be ſauey a lit- 
tle, hoping to make her huſband in u 
paſſion, and ſo open the door. Trugge, 
therefore, (who has a foul mouth of his 
otyn, when he pleaſes,) talked balderdaf 
to Mrs. Sudberry, through the key-hole, 
chic ſhe did not anſwer, for; indecù, 
ſhe ſeems a civil ſpoken woman,/truly>: 
bur'Slappim faid- ſemmit to riſe the huſ- 
band at laſt, and without more ada, 
quite forgetting his ſickneſs, he -burft 
the door open in an inſtabt, wick a drawn 
ſword in his hand- (an old Black one 
tough, without a. handle) and ſwore 
1 0 b ; he 


4 


— 
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be. ond ſtab the frſt man upon earth, 
that ſhould date 80 reſult hin wife. Tb 
was juſt What we Wanted; and while I 
besg gif his ford with may ſuak, in this 
amanyer=+ (here the beiliff fiod on the 
defenſive) Trugge tripped up his heels 


don, the, ſhoulder. Then off we -catried 
bim, -hooting through the - frtets, and 
vou woultl.bave died a laughing to have 
ſeen ug march: it was: foe; all the world 
Ake a bien Kappim and Trager 
wallad with him in their arms (for he 
eould nat Rand, and had never a ſhilling 
for-a-coach) ; A trutted as head maurner, 
eee 
Peng — Kal hold of e. 
her's gown, and ſung through the noſe, 
in af ſorrouful merry n dead 
aman's. palm. OE na 13: TITS bt Dag} 


- 4 he-concuion of his ann. . 
r. 


4 


behind, and Slappim gate: him a douſe by 
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Mr. Dodge twitohed his wig, ſtroaked 
the, ſtock which was tird round the 
neck that would have diſgraced; a halter, 
and, laaked at every ſpectator for ap- 
plauſe h as if be had zeally been deing 
e een N er 
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There are — 1 
ane bf: them. Ny abzitty, a Shake 
ſpear has it, * baggvred all deſatiption, 
mn nenen. 
or m pity. As bon as Dodge bad: 
done, Draper role from his chair, with. 
a ſodater ſet of ſeatutas than uſual, and 
demanded Dodge's direstion, which be- 
ing obtained, he ordered Skain to fend 
de flow or, x hürkne eech; ant 


TON 


while 
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while" it was gohie for, be aſſumed a 
ill ſeverer 100k; and addreſſed bee 
pany” in this matmer. Do you know, 
bbw, gentlenben, that I leek upon you 
28 chiee of the eompleteſt ſcoundrels in 
the Whole World, and not à pin to 
chooſe as to the raſcality of either. Is 
this your combined juggle to torment a 
fellow - orature I If. Jou were in my 
houſe, I would lead you all out by the 
not. Is this the pretice ef an attor- 
ney? Sbame upon you! "Why do 1 
call you an attorney? Reptiles like you 
are the men who bring diſgrace and dif- 
Bonour on the profeſſion oui lay y 
ſebves out for every dirty jobb . encdu- 
rage the trader in his uncompaſſionate 
re ſolutions involve both debtor and cre-· 
ditor,, plaintiff and defendant, in ruin - 
ous' and unneceflary conteſt, and are 
che vile inſtruments by which men are 
often engaged in diſpute, ho, without 


lig f 
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your villainous interpoſtion, would live 


harmoniouſly and neighbourly together. 
— anſwered Thrift, I am not uſed to 
this treatment, and 1 ſhall be tempted to 
bring my action, if— Action, raſcal ! re- 
plied Mr. Draper; be gone; and take 
care you don't tempt me to an action 
that may rob the gallows of its 2 
Well, well very fine, very fine, upon 
my ſoil cried "Thrift, trendbling and 
riſing ;' pretty uſage this, for a man of 


my profe ſſion erer it is well Iam 


provided with witneſſes: pray hold your- 
ſelves in readineſs,” gentlemen; 1 ſhall 
ſummon you as evidences of the aſſault; 
and fo, fir; your ſervant? l' do yo¹ 
over with a flip of parchment, I war 
rant you- As he opened the door; 
Dodge made an effort to ſteal out with 
him, ſagaciouſiy preſuming, that if 
Thrift" was a n he could not 


PET: hi ſelf 
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* be thought an honeſt man; but 
Mr. Draper plucked him back by the 
ſkirts, and inſiſted on his taking his ſhare 
catcher, cried Draper, by what ſtatute or 
clauſe in an act of parliament are vou 
permitted to treat the unfortunate in this 
bacbarous manner? What right have you 
to inſult a por man and his (family. by 
Your looſe jeſts, ribaldry, and obſcenityꝰ 
Who gave you authority to. trip up a 
geatloman's heels, and by what licence 
in it, that you · dare to make a riot and 
diſturbance. at. any perfan's, door at all, 
much leſi to continue there like an aſſaſſin 
all night? If it had been my caſe, firmb, 
I. would. have made. no heſitation of 
ning mee body as a thiek 
Furſue your infamous avocation openly 
_y re but baun at ſomo little 

it! rae} pains 
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pains to ſee whether you are to turn 
houſebreaker, and rr wan Gomes 
* Kim. Dare n M ie 


While Mr. Drs we een 
in this manner, Dodge played with his 
hat, bit his nails, changed colour; hung 
his head; ſhook'bis'cars; and think after 
Fhrift, in a pitiful and cowardly condi- 
tion: for let this be adopted as a rule, 
that thoſe who exiſt by promoting the 
anxiety of others, and take the btead 
out of the mouth of the wretched, or are 
in any other way the miniſters of inhu- 
manity and oppreſſion, are invariably a 
mean daftardly ſer of poltroons, afraid. 
to meet the eye of à man, or to look 
but for a ſingle moment into their own 
frightful-boſoms. When Dodge difap» 
peared, Draper addreſſed himfelf to the 
taylor, who, ever ſince: the diſcourſe be- 
gan, "fat leaning his etbow on the table, 
as 1 had been ſtunned; for Draper 
being 
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being a man of very extenſiye connec- 
tions, Skain, who was a mere uſurer at 
the bottom, would almoſt as ſoon haye 
ſet his priſoner at liberty, as have offend- 
ed ſo excellent a.cuſtomer.—As for you, 
Skain, ONE Draper, I bluſh for 
vou: you, fir, . who have realized a 
fortune, by a with people 
of fortune; nay, who have, by your own. 
| confeſſion, received obligations from the 
very man whom you are thus vigilant 
and induſtrious to perſecute ! Is not half 
your profit contingent upon credit ? and 
are you not ſo much aware of this, as 
frequently to force that credit upon 
gentlemen much to their difinclination, 
and, ill more to, their. diladyantage ? 
But why, do I waſte time in remonſtran- 
ces with a fellow, whom. impofition, has 
enabled to ſet up a chariot? a wretch 
whoſe extortions have been the total de- 


ſtruction, of many, a miner, and who is a 
| ſcandal 
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ſrandal to the fair · dealing tradeſman. 
1 have done with you, fit, and I will 
take care that all my friends ſhall have 
done with you too I deſire you will 
ſend in my accompt directly, and I 
will never have che leaſt intercourſe with 
you after it is paid. Such was now the 
meeanneſs of this fellow, that when Mr. 
Draper was taking me by the hand, and 
preparing to depart, he ſaid, if he pleaſ- 
ed to continue his cuſtom, he would re- 
leaſe Mr. Sudberry. That you ſhall not, 
Mr. Taylor, ſaid I, contemptuouſly, P11 
aſſure, you: Come, Mr. Draper, let us 
go immediately to the bailiff s. Puppy, 
cried Draper (turning from Skain as he 
was going out), Mr. Sudberry would 
ſcorn, to owe even bis liberty to ſuch a 
wretch — I have already heard enough to 
convince me he would rot inch by inch 
in his jail, rather than be releaſed by his 


perſecutor. Benignus, I am at Jour 
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leſe kind or hoſpitable: for that: the fak 
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ſervice; let us go und prevent this fel. 
low, and his precious group of friends, 
from triumphing over the fick and the 
unhappy. "Drive, -coachman, to Dodge's 
lockup-houſe; Holborn-bars, : i bez 
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eee ene 
man liſe are agrees ſurpriaes. This 
2 P reconeiledi me to 
Mr. Drapery chat F ldoked at him wit 


tranſport, and again thought him one of 
the worthieſt of men. A little eocentrie 


and - irregular; ſaid” 1 to myſelf, a little 


out of the common road but not the 


hes which loelæ moſt ſuſpicious, are pro- 
bably mere ſportiveneſs, the eſſocts of 
health, high ſpirits,” beat of bl6ed;/ and 
an animated fancy, -:Senſe he bes erl. 
1 | dently 
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dently; wit is at his command; he is 
preparing to be generous, let me then 
not be too ſevere upon his vivacity, but 
allow ſo good a character upon the hen, 
its pleaſantries and laugh. '. | 

We ſtopped at a houſe fortified with 
bars of iron, and upon entering it, be- 
held Thrift and Dodge laying their 
heads cloſe together. Where's Mr. 
Sudberry ? ſaid Mr. Draper. Sir, an- 
ſwered Thrift, may I crave two minutes 
audience of you alone? They walked to- 
gether into a ſmall yard, well ſecured by 
a roof of beams, and this was the con- 
verſation of the ſcrivener: | 

T ſee, fir, you are a gentleman who 
knows ſomething ; I am ſorry for any 
little warm words we may have ex- 
changed, and I aſk your pardon, To 
your bufineſs, fir, anſwered Mr. Dra- 
per. Why, fir, rejoined Thrift, I find 
there is a little miſtake in this buſi- 
Vol. III. D neſs ; 
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meſs; the officer has acted, fir, with- 
out my aſſent, and fo there is a kind of 
a—a—Here a violent noiſe in the houſe 
- Interrupted the - diſcourſe, and brought 
Draper back to me to enquire the oc- 
caſion, which happened to be a debate 
betwixt Mr. Sudberry, the priſoner, and 
Mr. Dodge, the officer, who went into 
the ſaid priſoner's little room, upon his 
leaving Thrift with Mr. Draper. The 
ſentiments which now iſſued from the 
key: hole of his room, were to the fol- 
lowing purport: 
On inhuman creature! to drag me, 
in this ſituation, with all my family 
after me, when you were conſcious I had 
it not in my power; nay, when three 
weeks before, you came with that vile 
lawyer to my old lodgings, and ſuffered 
my poor wife, this dear woman, to 
pawn her laſt gown, and almoſt her laſt 
apron, to give you civility money, that 
A you 
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you ſhould not ſee me. Beſides this; have 


you not arreſted nie for a falſe debt 


nay, do you not know in your hearts 
that Mr. Skain has twice the value of 
my debt in his hands? has he not a pic- 
ture I gave Mrs. Sudberry, on the very 
morning of our marriage, and which ſhe 


(untnoum to me, till lately) placed as a 


pledge with him, to prevent my being 


troubled long ago, when things began 
to run wrong with me? Oh, that I had 


ſome friend that but I may ſtill live 
to ſee. you feverely puniſhed. At the 
very beginning of this diſcourſe, Thrift 
was ſhifting towards the door, and, 
upon mention of the wink money, he 
was driving off as faſt as he could, when 
Draper caught him by the collar, while 
I. inſpired by an impulſe too powerful 
to be reſiſted, fet my back againſt the 
door, (which was none of the ſlighteſt,) 
and fairly burſt it open. This violence 
un D 2. diſcovered 
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diſcovered Mrs. Sudberry and her chil- 
dren weeping on a dirty floor, Mr. Sud- 
berry ſupporting himſelf againſt a chair, 
arraigning the villainy of the bailiff and 
lawyer, and the bailiff himſelf ſcratch- 
ing his head, and beginning to think 
not that he was a greater raſcal than or- 
dinary, but that he had been a more 
than ordinary blockhead, in not taking 
the uſual care to _ wei the letter of 
the law. 1 

-y Intereſting, however, as the ſcene was, 
it was confiderably ' heightened” by. the 
addition of that glorious character Mr. 
- Thrift, who (unbraced from top to bot- 
tom, without his periwig, which had 
- forſaken his pate in the ſcuffle,) was now 
drawn in by the intrepid Draper, to give 
a ſplendid finiſhing to the drama. Seve- 
ral other priſoners of the place, likewiſe 
and all the ſervants, (even to the centi- 


ve W which was the 
truſty 
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truſty Mr. Trugge himſelf,) caine pour- 
ing into the parlour, and were witneſſes 
to the: general confuſion. For my part, 
I ran inſenſibly to the ſinking Mrs. Sud- 
berry, while the poor fainting huſband 
encouraged his babies, as well as he was 
able, not to be frighted ; aſſured them 
their papa was well, that nobody would 
hurt their mamma, and that the ſtranger 
men were only playing in ſport. Oh my 
dear papa—my dear papa, give brother 
and I a piece of bread and butter; pray 
do; indeed we will be good and deſerve 
it—indeed we will; won't we, Patty? 
Al litty piece of bren e butte too, liſped 
a little angel, ftill unweaned from the 
knee, I hungy as well as Patty. A ſervant 
girl, as yet unhardened by her ſervitude 
m the family, touched by the innocent 
prattle, ran down into the kitchen, and, 
in the confuſion, brought a luncheon of 

bread, which I ſeized inſtantly from her, 
"1 D 3 and 
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and kneeling down, diſtributed it amongſt 
them. Pray, fir, give poor papa and 
mamma a bit, ſaid the eldeſt. I will, 
cried the ſecond, offering half to Mrs. 
Sudberry, who was  filently thanking 
God on her knees—No, me vil feed my 
own papa, cried the ſuckling. Poor 
Sudberry attempted to kiſs the child, but 
wanting ſtrength to kneel, fell back - 
wards into my arms, yet not ſo as to 
hurt himſelf. When the little things had 
finiſhed their repaſt, and had ſipped each 
a little water, which the kind-hearted 
girl likewiſe provided, they wiped their 
ſweet lips each upon its bib, kiſſed me 
round for my goodneſs, and putting their 
pretty palms together, . God wo. 
* dinner... | 
- Meantime Draper was not idle, 7 he 
thith is, he had the way now fair before 
him; the bailiff and ſcrivener ſaw them- 
ſelves detected; they knew the ſpirited 
character 
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character of Mr. Draper, and they were 
ready to come into any terms, rather 
than forfeit their honourable calling. 
In the firſt place, ſaid Draper, either 
reſtore the gentleman his picture, or re- 
leaſe him: in the next, repay him the 
money you extorted from him, that you 
might not ſee bim, when you had a writ 
againſt his perſon. I have not got the 
picture, your honour, ſaid the bailiff, 
and if I ſhould diſcharge the gemmin 
without conſent of plaintiff, I ſhould be 
fixed with debt and coſts, as dead as a 
nail: and moreover nor that, the gem- 
min, I underſtand, is liable to more things 
againſt him, than this here; and if ſo 
be as how there ſhould be fifty retain= 
ders in the office, one upon t'other, I 
muſt anſwer em all, and that there 
Mr. Thrift knows well enough ; elſe I 
am ſure I would not mind the value of 
Mr. Skain's matter, the wipe of my 
| D4 finger. 
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finger. As you pleaſe, fir, ſays Draper ; 


then I will be bail for this gentleman, 


and my friend ſhall be the other, and 


we will be anſwerable for every thing. 
Make out the bail-bond, and look you 
to the conſequence. wn of 


CHAP. LXXV. 


This propoſal coming from a man of 
fortune, and a man acquainted with the 
world, was by no means agreeable either 
to Mr. Dodge or Mr. Thrift ; for, be- 
fides that they dreaded bringing the 


matter before a court, they were equally 
in fear of the many evidences which 


now had it in their power to appear 
againſt them. Mr. Draper, however, 
was the laſt man in the kingdom to be 
trifled with, and indeed was altogether 
the moſt univerſal character I ever knew; 
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as he could ſuit himſelf, with wonderful 
facility, to all circumſtances in ſociety, - 
and was either remarkable for his indo- 
lence or induſtry, gaiety or gravity, as 
ſeemed moſt agreeable to the caſt and 
conſtitution of the company. 

The loquacious humour, therefore, in 
which he was in, at Mrs. Darlington's, 
when I ſet him down as a compound of 
laugh, whim, and liberty, was only the 
aſſumed diſpoſition of the moment, which 
he thought (perhaps juſtly) was better 
adapted to. the ſprightly hour of break - 
faſt, and the livelineſs of the ladies whom 
he viſited, than the dulleſt detail of mo- 
rals, or the moſt formal lecture upon 
the beauty of holineſs. And this verſa- 
tility ſat ſo prodigiouſly eaſy upon him, 
and was an art ſo immediately upon the 
heel of Nature, that nothing but the 
God of Nature himſelf could know i it to» 


be imitation... iI 
Ds, But 
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But I can oblige my readers with no 


idea of this gentleman ſo well, as by 


comparing him with a perſon, who, a 
little before the time of my retiring from 
the town, and the world, began to figure 
on the ſtage, and to aſtoniſh: ſuch of 
my readers, therefore, who have ſeen 
Mr. Garrick command the paſſions of 
the ſoul, and aſſume at will the charac- 
ters belonging to them; thaſe who bave 
beheld him at one hour, the pert, flip- 


pant, careleſs, voluble -coxcomb: ;; at 


another, the injured, - tender, choleric, 
heart- broken king and father; thoſe; who 
have ſeen him on one night repreſent, 
and to all palpable apprehenſion, be, the 
haughty, diſdainful, deſigniog tyrant; 
and then the generous, | elegant, and 
manly: lover; now inviting our admira- 
tion at the heroiſm of youth, and now 
exciting our compaſſion at the debility 


of age: thoſe, in a , Who have. 


certainly 
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_ certainly. been in a- theatre (while this. 
" gentleman was acting), and yet have al- 
moſt quarrelled with conviction, by a 
violent inclination to diſpute, either their 
being in a theatre, or that the man on 
the ſtage was only a clever counterfeit; 
thoſe, I ſay, who have been witneſſes to. 
the changes of this amazing performer, 
will properly conceive of the infinite 
variety in the ſingle character of that 

ſocial Proteus, Mr. Draper. 
While I have been letting the e 
a little more into the ſecret of my friend's; 
character, he will pleaſe» to ſappoſe: 
Meſſrs. Thriſt and Dodge were retired: 
to a corner of the room, in deep conſul- 
tation; and that the Sudberrys were 
eomplimenting firſt Mr. Draper, and: 
then me, as if we had been meſſengers 
from Heaven. The middle of the par- 
lour contained the crowd of captive ſpec- 
tators, all of whom a ſtrange mixture 
D 6, oft 
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of men and women—triumphed extreme- 
ly in the embarraſſment of the jailor, 
and heartily hoped to. ſee both him and 
the ſcrivener turned off together. At 
length Mr. Draper ſaid, he ſhould wait 
their deliberations no longer; he was in a 
hurry, and ordered him to prepare the 
bond, without any delay. This pro- 
duced another whiſper from Thrift, 
who, taking Mr. Draper gently by the 
coat - button, and leading him with many 
cringes to the window, aſked, with all 
poſſible ſubmiſſion, whether he (Mr. 
Draper) knew what he was about ! Do 
you know, my good fir, ſaid he, do you 
know what you are liable to by bailing 
this priſoner ? The clouds are very heavy 
over his head, and the tempeſt muſt light 
upon you. I can have no intereſt ; nay, 
I ſpeak againſt myſelf ; for I ſhall touch, 
if I make out a bail-bond for maſter 
Dodge (who, between you and me, can't 
10 | ſpell 
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ſpell his own name, without I am at his 
elbow) : ſuppoſe, | therefore, I was. to 
ſtep to Mr. Skain's, and intercede for 
the priſoner, whom I pity from the very 
bottom of my ſoul, and perhaps, at my: 
inſtigation, and making uſe of your name, 
he may be induced to take the debt at ſo 
much a week, or give him a little time to 
turn about, or tell you, fellow, replied 
Draper, he ſhall have nothing to do 
with you, or Skain, or any ſuch raſcals. 
This is the priſoner; ſhew me the war- 
rant, that I may know the amount of the 
debt. That young gentleman and my- 
ſelf are his bail, and fo refuſe the matter 
at your peril Do it this inſtant, or you 
will oblige: me to ſend for my own attor- 
ney, who will anſwer you in a minute. 
Perhaps you know Mr. Tullyman of the 
Temple? At the name of Tullyman 
Thrift ſhrunk into bimſelf, and was 
ſilenced. Then ſpoke his illuſtrious 

| | compeer, 
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compeer, Mr. Dodge.— Well, well, if 
his honour chuſes for to go for to run all 
riſqueſes, he muſt. It is none of my 
affair; J gets nothing by priſoners more 
nor my dues: and ſo Mr. Thrift muſt 
eden get the bail-bond drawn out, ſee- 
ing as how his honour is reſolved upon 
it. But his honour, I hopes, will have 
no objection for me, for to make a bit 
of an inquiration after his honour's cha- 
raũur, ſeeing as how 1 never ſee'd his 

honour before; and though no doubt 
he is a man of fortin and property, his 
honour is a ftranger to me, and nobody 
knows nobody in London. 80 if he 
thinks good for me to ſend Trugge into 
_ Keiphbourbood, and juſt ax three or four, 
or half a dozen of the ſhop- Keepers, to 
know who you are, and what your ho- 
nour is, I ſhall” be proud to take the 
| bail. —While Mr. Dodge was delivering- 
this ſplendid harangue, the blood fluſhed. 
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over Mr. Draper's handſome face, and 


he flouriſhed his cane in his band, in 
token of no very pleaſant preparation; 
and it is highly probable Mr. Dodge 
would have had a perfect knowledge of 
this gentleman's character, and of the 
healthy ſtate of his body, together with 
his great kill in the ſcience of caſtigat- 
ing a ſcoundrel, had not his friend I hrift 
that moment interpoſed, by declaring 
that he knew Mr. Draper extremely well, 
and would take his ſecurity for a thou- 
ſand pounds; and that if he would only 
anſwer for the priſoner's: appearance at 
the return of the writ on the ſubſequent 
Friday, he would take the reſt upon 
himſelf; and, as he admired a generous 
action as much as any man, would get 
over the article of omitting to ſearch the 
office as well as he could, — This, how- 
ever, was afterwards related to me by 
Mr. Draper; for Thrift did not, for 


certain 
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certain reaſons, chuſe to utter this ſpeech 
before a large audience; to avoid which 
piece of oſtentation (like a man willing 
to do bis generous act in as private a 
way as he could), he once more had re- 
courſe to Draper's button, and led him 
obſequiouſly thereby into another room. 
At his return Mr. Draper politely and 
tenderly informed Mr. Sudberry, that he 
was now at liberty to remove his family 
into more agreeable apartments, and ſaid 
he had taken the liberty to order one of 
the fellows to call a coach for that pur- 
poſe. Here was another inſtance, where 
words were mere expletives; and ſo I can 
- only obſerve, that thoſe readers. who-have: 
the beſt hearts and fineſt heads, will have 
the juſteſt conceptions of the ſcene which 
now paſſed. betwixt the benefactor and 
the benefited. Meantime Thrift whiſ- 
pered over the perils which would pro- 
bably be avoided by this ſtep, and that 

IT. 
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it would be good law to turn out the pri- 


ſoner, rather than be turned out them- 
ſelves, which, it is preſumed, might be 
reaſonably expected from a public expla- 
nation of this myſterious affair. Mr. 
Thrift's whiſper was of that kind which 
on the ſtage is called a ſoliloquy that 
is, one talking as loud to himſelf as if he 
was in warm debate with a large fociety. 
But this was the defect of his voice, 
which could by no management of mo- 
dulation, (being naturally harſh, heavy, 
and hoarſe, ) be brought to the ſtill ſmall 
whiſper, or, theatrically ſpeaking, into 
the all alone, or even half afide ; for let 


it likewiſe be remarked by the bye, that 


the ſtage talking to one's ſelf, is conſi- 
derably more audible, than the half afide, 
when others are on the ſcene. 


CHAP. 


| 
| 
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The priſoners alſo now began to ling 
forth the praiſes of ' generoſity, and en- 
ter into various obſervations. One ſaid, 
it was well for ſome folks that they 
could find friends in ſtrangers; others 
remarked, that ſome people were lucky, 
and ſome unlucky: Aye, ſays a dry- 
looking fellow, ſquinting over a woman's 
ſhoulder, I have been here ſixteen months 
myſelf, and could never get any body to 
do ſuch a turn for me; but then, indeed, 
T happen to have a plain woman for my 
wife. Here he cock'd his eye at Mrs. 
Sudberry, and Draper, who perfectly un- 
derſtood the inſinuation, but thought 
the inſinuator in no ſituation to anſwer 
for it, only look d a reproach, and led the 
| way to the coach, which was now driv- 
ing * to = door, I was going to diſ- 

K HD tribute 
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tribute a few guineas amongſt the multi- 
tude, but Draper preſſed me ſignificantly 
by the hand, and bid me aſſiſt Mrs. and 
Mr. Sudberry to the carriage; declining 
that agreeable office himſelf, probably to 
prevetit giving umbrage and counte- 
nance to the ſentiments of the other pri- 
ſoner. As we paſſed along, and were 
placing the lady and her little ones into 
the coach, the ingenious Mr. Dodge, 
with much ſimper and civility, applied 
his fingers to his hat, and his nails to his 
head (for hitherto, from polite reaſons, 
he thought proper to wear his round 


beaver, which was rim'd with a black 


binding), and, in a tone betwixt ſervility 
and demand, th us expreſſed himſelf to 
Mr. Draper: I hopes as how your ho- 
nour will remember me for my goodneſs 
and «manity, and the like of that, ſee- 
ing as how I bad it in my power, whe- 
ther or not to let the gemmin go, 
without 


, 
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without paying the money; and ſeeing 
as how I am {till ſponſor as well as your 
honour, for his forthcoming, as p/antif, 
if yaur honour ſhould die, being as we 
are all mortable, before Friday, and the 
gemmin ſhould go off with his body, 
which, to be ſure, by law is none of his 
property at preſent: and beſides, fur- 
thermore than this, eter twenty-four 
hours, I could, if it war's for my uma- 
niiy, carry priſoner over the water; and 
as likewiſe I have leſt bail-money, and 
let out gemmin, as it were, on padrowl 
and prorogation of honour, ſeeing as life 
is a lottery, and I may or may not clap 
eyes on him again, becauſe hap you 
know is juſt as it happens: wherefore I 
hope my jennyreſity will be rewarded.— 
While Dodge was delivering theſe ele - 
gant ſentiments, I was handing in Mrs. 
Sudberry and her fick partner, while 
Draper, with great gentleneſs, was plac- 
nahi ing 
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ing the children as commodiouſly and 
cloſely as poſſible by the ſide of their 
parents; which being done, and the 
door faſtened, Mr. Draper firſt enquir- 
ing whether he might bE permitted to do 
for once as he pleaſed with the little fa- 
mily, directed the coachman to go ſoſt- 
ly over the ſtones, and ſtop at the corner- 
houſe on the left-hand ſide, in Dover- 

ſtreet. Thus was all the wmanity and 
jennyrofity of Mr. Dodge totally loſt in 
air, and his laſt words were quite ſwal- 
lowed up by the leſs eloquent language 
of the carriage-wheels and the driver. A 
great painter, whoſe forte lay in the pa- 
thetic and tender, -might now have been 
furniſhed with exquiſite hints for a fami- 
ly picture: never ſurely were ſeen a 
coachful of characters more ſuited to 
the pencil. Mrs. Sudberry (a tall, inte- 
reſting, lovely figure) was ſeated betwixt 
ber huſband and infants; in the eye of 
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Poor Sudberry himſelf gliſten d the drop 
of gratitude, ſupported on the one hand 
by his wife, on the other, by Draper. 
One of the babes, with a cherubic cheat- 
fulneſs of countenance, was gently play- 
Ing: with the band of its mother, and one 
was ſoftly ſtroaking the languid face of 
the father; while the third (which was 
ſeated on my knee) ſeemed highly de- 
lighted with the ſhewy-trigkets, that de- 
pended from the glſttering watch - chain 
which I had purchaſed of the toyman. 
In this fituation, in which Sudberry's 
diſorder, that even a joyful change of 
events could not remove, was the only 
matter of inquietude, we arrived in Do- 
ver. ſtreet, at the elegant reſidence of 
Mr. Draper. That gentleman was out 
in a moment, and weleomed his compa- 
ny with ſuch an air of unaſſuming hoſ- 
Pitality, that his viſitants forgot it was a 
firſt ſalutation, and were pleaſingly ſe- 
1900 | | duced 


” 
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duced into intimacy, ere they had well 


concluded and completely interchanged 
the civilities of introduction. The a- 


partments of Mr. Draper beſpoke at the 


ſame inſtant. the taſte and temper of the 
maſter; the furniture was in the higheſt 
ſplendor of faſhion, without any thing 
approaching to frippery. We were con- 
ducted into a dining- room, in which 
was exhibited all the prettineſſes of an 


ample fortune; but Mr. Draper's beha- 


viour was infinitely more engaging than 
any other object in his room. He led the 
panting Sudberry up along the room, and 
ſeated him on a ſopha; he preſſed him, 
and at length prevailed upon him to 
ſwallow a cordial; while I and the reſt of 
the Sudberrys, even to the youngeſt in- 
fant (which ſeemed more attracted by 
the conduct of the benefactor, than by 


the finery of the furniture, and the 


flowers inthe. carpet) were under the in- 
wo. fluence 


e 
. = \ 
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fluence of an enchantment fo truly ſooth- 
ing and benevolent, that the whole ap- 
peared to be rather the delicious viſion of 
a glowing fancy, than a real ſcene in the 
great drama of modern life. 1 


And yet no urbanity, nor any arts of 
delicate attention from our hoſt, could 
prevent the tear from often gathering in 
the eye, and often falling upon the cheek 
of the beautiful Mrs. Sudberry. The 
ſtate of her huſband's health abſorbed 
every other idea, and ſhe could not be 
reſtricted, even by her politeneſs, from 
hanging around his neck, wiping away 
the drop which aſthmatic agony had 
collected on his brow, and relieving him 
by every poſſible mark of an  endear- 
223 1 ment 


. 


rl ortwious 7: 
ment which” no. ſickneſs cout . impaif, 
nor any human bb fortune in any degree 
ibate. Preſently, however, 'the cordial 
had fuck effect, at leaſt ſo far aff ſted 85 i 
tender and reſtoring aſſiduitzes of a 

loved wife, that he began to breathe 8 
Ts difficulty, and to ſeem mor capable 
of enjoying his good fortune. M. Dra- 
per no improved this interval of eaſe by 
the chatms of His converſation, , and by 


hat characteriſtic ſprightlineſs which 


rendered him fo enchantipgly agrecable. 
I am now about to do a very rude thing, 
ſaid he, my good friends, and yet I 
cannot poſſibly help it: indeſpenſable 
bufineſs, from which even the plea» 
ſures oe? ſodety muſt not Teduce me, 
requites my attention. 7 ſhall not be 
gone above half an hour: my friend 
Benignus will extremely well ſupply my 
abſence, and 1 will take care to call on 
Mrs. Birüngtor, and make excuſes for 

Vol. III. E you 
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you know what miſdemeanours, Benig- 
nus, before I return——Nay, keep your 
feats—no. polite confufion—no compli- 
ment pray now. He bowed, and with- 
d.. 
As Sudberry was now 3 recover- 
* , at leaſt as his pain very favourably in- 
termitted, his lovely wife happening to 
fit oppoſite a pier-glaſs, obſerving ſome- 
thing in the reflection, which brought an 
unuſual quantity of blood into her face, 
| the threw her eye over her children tran- 
ſiently, but ſaid nothing. I had, how- 
ever, ſome little reaſon afterwards to 
believe this bluſh aroſe from that deli- 
cate conſciouſneſs which ſometimes we 
feel, from a ſenſe of wanting thoſe things 
Which the world confiders as the neceſ- 
ſary furniture of every perſon who is ad- 
mitted into a good apartment; namely, 
ſuch a ſuit of filks and broadcloth, 
e laces, n with the 

| chairs 


U \ 
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chairs and tables, cuſhions and carpets, 
plate and china, in the _ = 

Now it happened, 8 ns 


not indeed forget, ) that our little family 


had diveſted themſelves of all fuperflu- 
ous decorations, even to the picture of 
the principal, which was wont to 
grace the arm of the wife, but which 
now was in the poſſeſſion of Mr. Skain 
the taylor : yet Mrs. Sudberry was ſtill 
as neat as a clean linen gown could make 
her; her infants were habited in ſlips, 
or - robes, evidently made by a maternal 
hand, and from the materials of a frugal 
houſewifry, that decorates the. child with 
an alteration-of that which is no longer 


ſuitable to the parent; and Sudberry 


was in poſſeſſion of at leaſt as tolerable a 
{uit of grey, as that ſuit of black which I 
wore myſelf ; and they looked as if fate 


had prevented my getting newer apparel, 


E 2 till 
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till I had kept his modeſt grey in coun- 
tonance. This ingenuous anxiety, how- 
ever, was ſoon over; for Sudberry got 
better and better, the children played 
and prattled, the ſun 'ſhot- cheerily into 
the rqom, Mrs. Sudberry ſmiled; and be- 


gan to think 'of-converſitiqn; and Dm. 


en (1 
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— this time, necks were mak- 
ing for a fix o'clock dinner; but as no- 


ching worth ſetting down in this Hiſtory 


happened till the cloth was removed, I 
ſhall aſk the reader's leave to ſet the 
glaſſes upon the table, and paſs briſkly 
on to ſomething more material. The 
human imagination, even in its moſt po- 


etical moment, can conceive nothing ſo 


highly 
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highly calculated to give freſn ſpirit to 


Burgundy, as Mr. Draper's various con- 
verſation. He was the moſt conſiſtent 
man in the world, amidſt the greateſt in- 
conſiſtencies; that is, he ſo nicely ob- 


ſerved the grand articles of times, ſea- 


ſons, and circumſtances, that his charac- 


ter was conſtantly of a piece with the 


character of the ſociety then preſent. 
He was now in company with a married 
woman, a man under ſingulat embar - 
raſſments, and three little children riſ- 
ing up under the eye of a modeſt mo- 
ther; and, moreover, the Whole family 
were under recent obligations to him. 
To ſupport himſelf in this fituation,, 
without violating his delicacy, one would 
ſuppoſe no eaſy matter; but, in point 
of addreſs, he was eaſe itſelf. He diſtri- 
buted his attention to the wife and huſ- 
band with ſo impartial a care, that nei- 
ter could boaſt a compliment extra- 
1155 E 3 ordinary, 
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ordinary, or complain of a politetieſs 
wanting. As the wine flowly circulated 

(for it was not puſhed” round the table 
with an outrageous hoſpitality), Draper 
infuſed balm into the glaſs, by chatting 
chearfully upon the proſpect: of better 
days. I have frequently thought, ma- 
dam, ſaid he, (turning to Mrs. Sudberry) 
that an unfortunate man is amongſt the 
moſt ſacred of human characters. The 
hand of God is more immediately upon 
him: he is marked out for trial; and 
if, when temptations have thickened 
upon him, he ſtill preſerves his patience 
and his courage, he is indeed an inte- 
reſting character. I do not think Mr. 
Sudberry any otherwiſe unfortunate, than 
as he is made ſo by his illneſs; if I 
did, his ſituation would be ſo ſanctiſied 

in my idea, that I ſhould not look 
at him without awe. Don't you think 
__ S nd anſwered Mrs. Sud- 
. ? 


. 


k 
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berry ? Vot at all; replied Draper; be 
has enough to make him quite, the con- 


trary: nay, he this moment has | in his 
. eye ſufficient to create content, In the 


vort tondition. | 

Mr. Draper had now gained his "AY 
for, touching nicely upon the right 
ſtring, he found it in tune: Sudberry 
and his lady exchanged looks, ſurveyed 


a the pledges of their tender fidelity, and 
indulged a figh. Nor were thoſe tender 


pledges ſhut out from their ſhare of at- 
tention. They were invited to fip ſome 
ſweet wine by Mr. Draper, who deſired 
them to drink according to. ſeniority. 


| The voice of a child, trained up with a 
ſenſe of duty and civility, is, to the ear 


of a parent, the muſic of the ſpheres. 
Mr. and Mrs. Sudberry gazed with a 
laudable pride on their babes, as they 
paid proper preparatory reſpects, and 
ade at Mr. Draper, as much as to 

E 4 a lay, 
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fay,. The little creatures are of our ow * 
bringing up—they have no after 
miſtreſs but ourſelves. When each va 
taken. its allowance (which. Mrs. Sud- 
berry ſtinted to as ſmall a. a. quantum 
as might very well be contained in a 
thimble, the eldeſt maintained her digni- 
ty by fitting. till, at the table, and the 
two other paraded round the room, and 
very critically examined the ornaments z; "I 
not failing to feel and, finger every thing 
in their progress. Hilarity now pre- 
fided at our board, and as the Bur- 
gundy exerted its generous power, Sud- 
berry | was ſo much recovered, as to mix 
in our diſcourſe. At this criſis Mr. Pra- 
per contrived to increaſe the general fe- 
licity by a well. timed . circum- 
ſtance. 

And how many years may you two 
turtles have been married ? cried he, 


ſmiling WP. his gueſts. Elven, years, 
fir, 
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fir, anſwered: Sudberry ; and they have 


flown/ away, as if they had enviouſly 
borrowed the wings of the wind. Eleven 
minutes they have been, by my account, 
rejoined the lady, looking at Sudberry—- 
Oh brave! anſwered Draper; then d 
lay my liſe, every trifle is importantz. 
and if this cork-ſcrew was the gift of 1 
one, it would be dear to the other. 
would indeed, ſaid the, huſpand. . 
e, ne Dante 20 5 
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ua to the tender, confirmations ſroug 
As an holy writ! 


Nie renn 5 
As- hs inn repeating” this, then Grey 
from his waiſtcoat <pocket” a piece of 
paper, which being opened; unfoldets 
to our vie that very little portrait, of 
precious memory, which the reader will“ 
remember has already been diſtinguiſhed 
in this hiſtory... Take it, Mrs. Sudberry4” 
Eat! 17. 5 ſaid. 
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the unage of your huſband, which I 

have reſcued from the arm of the raviſh- 
er; for I do aſſure you it was in the 
poſſeſſion of a lady. Tou muſt know, 
madam, as I paſſed by the taylor's door 


juſt now, when L was obliged to leave 


you upon buſineſs, I dropped in upon 
the raſcal, and was determined- to tell 
him a piece of my mind. It happened 
that he opened the door himſelf, and 1 
drew him into a room by his neckcloth, 

which was by no means ſo pale as his 
face. And ſo, maſter Skain, ſaid I to 
him, we are to have the felicity of ſee- 
ing-you-tuck'd up at laſt. You have ſet 

up your carriage to a pleaſant purpoſe ; 
and for the dignity. of your profeſſion, I 
ſhall make all poffible intereſt that you 

may be permitted to go by ſo genteel and 

untay lorly a conveyante, to the place of 
* enrcution. For God's ſake, what do you 
| mean ? 
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mean? eried the taylor. Mean, fir, ſaid 
I, that you have defrauded a gentleman 
of his property, taken in pawns without 
a licence, obtained ſeeurity for your 
money - overcharged your account—- 
(this I added, to make the ſound more 
pompous) moſt unwarrantably, and, not 
contented with goods, have taken body 
into the bargain : the picture, Mr. Skain, 
the picture! The teeth of the diſaſtrous 
taylor chattered moſt ridiculoufly, and to 
cur ſhort alt triffing; 1 thus went on, 
firſt taking a certain written paper out 
of my pocket. Lookee, Skain, thy hand, 
which was lately laid ſo beaxy on Mr. 
Sadberry (the infuked' ſtranger; whoſe 
cauſe I eſpouſed); is now turned againſt 
thyſelf: this is your writing—this your 
name, the ſum is nineteen hundred and 
_ twenty pounds the note is made paya- 
ble to order —it is long paſt its date, andi 
non im the hands of a reſolute and angry 

* E. 6 man.: 
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man: pay it on this auen or gueſs 
the conſequence. s bet ee 

IL was fo. dinſted, Mr. Sudherry, at 
the, baſeneſs. of this ſhred. of ſhalloon, 
that, I may now tell. you, the only, buſia 
neſs I had to leave your good company, 
was to mortify, diſgrace, and puniſh the 
ſcoundrel who had injured you No 
bowing and lifting up of hands and eyes, 
pr'ythee; it was more a eli than {o> 
cial undertaking, J promiſe youf; fox if 
you have my, ideas of happineſo, you 
will thin the high. reliſhed tranſport, of 
| bringing-a villain to, ſhame, and probing 
bim io ihe hearty by. preſenting q Row: 
150 for, his Oliver, is payment in full 
or all its delightful conſequences, even 
bs they ſhould. render a; whole city, 
happy. That this rectimination might 
be the more glorious, and the more tri 
umphant, I poſted away, to my friend 
an n ntleman you. ſaw this 


morning, 


r ee 


Ie BAerixmens- as 
morning, Benignus; and telling him the 


cCircumſtances, but concealing the names, 


I engaged him very eaſily in my - 
which, I; could indeed, with the ſame 
facility haye done, had 1 propoſed ſet- 
ting fire to the metropolis, and begin- 
ning the blaze in the ne. of 
his wife. Mlle: £7 2505) 088 J 
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As Mr. Draper er, is 6 the aſt 
Sade Mr. and Mrs. Fudberry again 
exchanged glances, which. the keen cle 
; young gentleman, pegeeiving, he 


thus continued his narrative. Lookes 
there ** did I not tell you ſo before 
—did L | not i inſiſt upon it, Mr. Sudberry 
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* vitho! er ber | 
ing—he has a child which — 
a farthing for, and does not ſuffer it to 
fit upon his knee, left it ſhovld foil his 
clothes; and hates his wife with all his 
heart. * is the * TS 
Benignus? 
| rens 

tion, which Mr. Draper ſubmitted to 
me, Mrs. Sudberry left ber ſeat, preſſed 
the pitture to, her boſom, but threw her 
beſtowed a kiſs upon every child, and 
then came again, bluſhing beauty, to 
her chair. Lord, Benignus, reſumed 
Draper, what poor folitaty things we 
_ Bogle fellows 0. to finiſh the 
taylor. "ho 

Spangle, 1 knew, had long ago, at my 
interceſſion, lent Mr. Skain the above 
fam, to make up the purchaſe- money of 
ap cftate, for which the ayaricious taylor 


was then in treaty ; and though I ſup- 
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poſed: the fellow could pay the note he 
gave Spangle, yet I imagined it would 
diſtreſs him to take him unprovided, eſ- 
pecially as he took Spangle to be an 
eaſy man, whom he could manage as he 


pleaſed. Spangle was inftantly con- 


vinced of the infamy of Skain, though 
I could have made him as ſtrongly con- 
vinced of his being a very honeſt man:; 
for, as I obſerved before to you, he is 
the weakeſt of all weak creatures, white 
he thinks himſelf the wiſeſt. He gave 
the note to my care and diſpoſal. . I left- 
him to his looking-glafſes, - and drove to 
our friend Dodge's, in company with 
whom I went to take out a writ, and 
ordered the bailiff to ſtand at the corner 
of a ſtreet, within call, that he might do 


Mr. Dodge was on guard in this poſt 
of honour, during my debate with Mr. 
Skain, 
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Skain, who no ſooner ſaw into my driſt, 
than he fell upon his knees in great 
agony, and begged for the ſake of his 
family, that I would Nay a few; days, till 
he, could borrow,the money on his eſtates, 
earneſtly vowing he had not a hundred 
and fifty guineas in, the houſe, and that 
an improper ſtep would ruin his credit, 
and +low up his character, and knock up 
his, trade, and ſbut up his ſhop 2 
The officer, fir, ſaid I, is at hand. An 
officer exclaimed he, with 1 inconceivas- 
ble teſtimonies. of horror, while the hair 
clearly lifted up his cap, which ſtill. . 
 Vered, it—an, officer Here I am, a mi- 
ſerable wretch who has kept houſe theſe: 
ſeyenteen years, in which time I have 
| arreſted more than ſeventy men, and, yet. 
never had a writ at my back. before. 
The only parchment I ever handled was, 
my meaſure: but you won't be ſo inhu- 


man as 115 arreſt; me, Mr, Draper u 
Lou 
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You, won't ſend a man of. property to 
jail, before he can turn rou nd—you won't 

murder and mangle, and maſſacre my 
ſoul and body at once, for the ſake of 
revenge, which is the devil—I'm ſure 
you won't. Where's the picture, I fay, 
fellow? exclaimed I. While I was mak- 
ing this demand, the violent roarings and 
diſtracted vociferation of Skain emptied 
the aerial apartments, and brought in 
upon me eight ludicrous figures, in their 
ſhirts, In a word, madam, the journey- 
men taylors had all left their board, 
which was fixed in the garret, and came 
to ſee what could. poſſibly occaſion ſuch 
pathetic and Piercing exclamations. Each 
man, in the confuſion, brought ſome= 
thing characteriſtic in his hand. One 
preſented to view the half of a waiſtcoat, 
another the ſhoulder and ſleeve of a. coat, 
—ſome were armed with im plements 


of offence— this graſped | a gooſe, —thia 
drandiſhed 
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brandifhitd 4 tremendous pair of ſheers, 
and that wielded a needle. I drew my 
ſword, a corking-pin would have an- 
ſwered the ſame end, and kept them at 
bay.—The taylor in chief was in an ago- 
ny, and when he renewed his ravings, 
they brought down from ſome private 
part of the houſe, a female, of no very 
lovely, though jolly appearance, who 


fallying up to me, with her arms a- 
kimbo, defired to know what bufineſs 
I had to draw my ſword upon her huſ- 
band. 


As I knew Mr, Skain always paſſed 
for a batchelor, and as there was ſome- 
ching wonderfully unlike a wife in this 
lady, I was preparing a leſs gentle reply 
than ſhe might expect, when Skain pre- 
_ Vented me, by rifing in a great paſſion ; 
_ diſpatched his trembling group to their 
work, and demanded of the lady how, in 
the firlt place, the dared to betray him, 

by 


every way to be ruined: my poor character 
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by leaving her chamber, which ſhe was 
ertickd to keep; and, in the ſecond, 
how ſhe had the impudence to call her- 
ſelf his wife ?—Sir, ſaid he—this is, I 
find, a day, a curſed day, in which I am 


is to be torn to packthreads—1I ſee it is.— 
But fall when I will, let me wipe off at 
leaſt one damage in my cloth—let me 
draw up one rent in my reputation, 
This woman is neither more nor leſs 
than Ile was proceeding to open 
the domeſtic budget, when the lady, to 
my- utter- aſtoniſhment, and without 
ſpeaking another ſyllable, lifted up a 
knuckle of Herculean finew, and apply- 
ing it to the left temple of the taylor, 
brought him once more upon the ground. 
Now, as I contemplated this mighty ac- 
tion, which I apprehended would be the 
laſt in which our taylor would be en- 
gaged, I contemplated likewiſe ſome- 

thing 
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thing. elſe ; for from the, arm which 
properly belonged to this ſtupendous 
knuckle, flew, in the heat of the battle, 
with vaſt violence of rebougd, againſt 
my ſhoulder, that indentical picture, 
which, while ſhe purſued her advantages, 
and was actually proceeding—agreeable 
to the maxims of war to plunder the 
dead having already one hand in the 
pocket of the vanquiſhed, I caught up, 
with dexterous eaperneſs, and having 
taken ſufficient revenge for the preſent, 
walked contentedly off, and left the lady 
to the pious -office. of en ber | 
work. 191 5 
Mx. Dodge, s: Kill cnjrtained his 
ſtation, I diſcharged, telling him I had 
made up the affair without bis aſſiſt- 
ance ; and as all this victorious buſineſs 
was done in little more than an hour 
Tfor you are to underſtand, 1 pique 


| de upon diſpatch—I think I have a 
: right 
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right to ſhake Mr. Sudberry by the 


hand (which thus I do moſt cordially), 


and kiſs all the reſt of his family. 


CHAP. LXXX. 


The manner in which Mr. Dan 
related this ſtory of innocent recrimi- 
nation the dignity. of the action, the 
miraculous recovery of the bracelet, and 
the pleaſant ideas he gave us of the 
taylor and his lady, put the whole ſo- 
ciety into ſo happy a humour, that few 


things could at that time have increaſed | 


the general felicity. 
For my own part, I was the princi- 


pal figure of {till life in the room; for, 


being ſo earneſt a liſtener and obſerver, 


and the elegant Mr. Draper leaving no- 


thing for me to ſay or do, I ſat ſilent and 
aſtoniſhed, 


|. 
f 
| 
| 
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aſtoniſhed, A mere <ypher of curioſity * 
ſurpriſe. 

Tbe benen f now entered, 8 | 
a card, which requiring an anſwer, Mr, 
Draper begged permiſſion to withdraw, 
for five minutes, to his writing-table, 
and at the ſame time faying the card con- 
cerned me likewiſe, took me out with 
him; and then, as he got to the door, 
familiarly ſaid, You'll get us a cup of 
coffee, Mrs. Sudberry : you know I am 
a perſun of diſpatch, and 1 hall be with 
you and your good man again, in the 
melting of a lump of ſugar ; ſo — 
as faſt as you will. 
By this time, my adoration was ſo ex- 
treme for Draper, that it was almoſt 
grown on the other ſide idolatry; and 
as I followed him along the paſſage that 
led from the dining · room, I could have 
kiſſed, with real reverence, the hem of 
his garment. We ſtopped at the door of 


> - > © 
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houſe where, taking me by the hand, 
and opening the door, he introduced me 
into a room, which was wainſcoted with 
looking · glaſſes, and to a lovely young lady, 
who was entertaining herſelf at the harp- 
ſiehord: ſhe was dreſſed in the moſt in- 
tereſting diſhabille that could poſſibly be 
conceived—her face was one of thoſe 
which diſcompoſe the ſoul, and flutters 
the pulſe the moment it is beheld; and 
her gloſſy hair came ſporting down her 


right ſhoulder, in the moſt voluptuous 


abundance. She roſe nimbly from her 
ſeat, as we came in, and began to chide; 
while Draper gave her, without any pre- 
lude or ceremony, a hearty kiſs; and 


with an air of negligent ſuperiority, led 
her to a chair, and then careleſsly drew 


another, and placed it by her: And how, 
Priſcilla, cried he, tapping her on the 
cheek how couldſt thou be ſo impa- 


tient 


an apartment, at the back part of the 


- 
. ˖ K = 
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tient a fimpleton 2s to ſend for me?—Let 
mie ſee, how was it? Here he took out 
the card and read: Priſeilla's s com- 
pliments to Mr. Draper, and if he'is not 
more agreeably'engiped, will be happy 
to ſpeak with him.” Upon my word, 
Miſs Priſcilla, a very laconic, well-word- 
ed card! and now Mr. Draper i is come, 
what wouldſt thou ſay to him? For 
Heaven's ſake, Benignus, be ſeated ; my 
wife, as the taylor fays, will e excuſe my 
introducing a fliend, even though I did 
not announce his bung by a card. 
Well, but Priſs; tell me at once what 
you want, becauſe T have but five mi- 
; nutes to ſpare. Pray who is that married 
lady, Mr. Draper, cried Priſcilla, in a 
ſly tone, you are ſo merry with? Lookee, 
Priſs, faid Draper, gravely, no taunts, 
no ſneers : whoever I think proper to 
introduce into this houſe, are, while they 
** in u; people of the firſt diſtinction, 


in 
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in my eye: remember I never ſuffer re- 
flections, nor enter into characters Bere. 
Nay, anſwered the lady, I only aſked a 
civil queſtion, as Mr. Thomas told 
me ſhe; ſeemed a very young woman to 
have ſuch a parcel of children, and 
Oh bo, anſwered Draper, without the 
leaſt emotion, Mr. Thomas told you, 
did he ? That's quite a different matter: 
pray, Benignus, ſhall I trouble you to 
touch that bell? Is your inſtrument i in 
tune, Priſs ? Perhaps you will oblige my 
friend with a ſong, and ſuppoſe you in- 
dulge us with—a—Oh, Thomas, (here 
Thomas entered,) your year is up to- 
morrow, I think ? — Ves, ſir, ſaid Tho- 
mas, turning pale, and Priſcilla paler 
ſtill. > Well, then, you will put up your 
luggage, with all convenient expedition, 
and  here—here—are your wages, and a 
guinea extra for the favour of your 
moving eff to night. On my knees I 

Vor. III. F intreat 
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ittreat you, my dear Draper, faid the 
Indy, with the tears in her eyes, to— 
fo-——As I have a ſoul to perifh, fir, 
anfwered Thomas, I have done nothing 
to my knowledge which——Prythee 
go away, man; I don't accufe you of any 
ting but I am in the humour to 
change, faid Mr. Draper, that's all. 
Nay then, ſaid the lady, and if you 


cCeime to that, ſo am I, fir!=Are you? 


teplied Draper, with amazing coolneſs. 
You know I hold it ſmful to balk 


one's reaſonable inclinations—ſo, my 
dear, pretty Priſcilla, accept this fooliſh 
piece of paper (he gave her a bank - bill, 
IT know not of what value) ; accept it 
& u token; and if you ſhould not again 


aer your mind, ſuppoſe me now tak- 
int m laſt adieu. Mr. Draper again 
rang the bell, wid: bowing "Wir great ci- 
villty, as he went towards the door, 


— wich as much placidiry'as he 
came 
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cathe in. We met another ſervant at the 
head of the ſtairs. Take care, Kit, faid 
Mr. Draper to him, that I am no more 
difturbed; and if Priſcilla wants the 
chair, or any meſſages, you will obey 
her commands, Having faid” this, he 
gave me à gentle ſlap on the ſhoulder, 
crying, S0 much for that, maſter 
Brooke,” and went ſmiling, with the 
air of perfect peace, into the dining- 
toom. OO e 


CHAP. LXXXI. 


Of this laſt tranſaction, I could make 
neither head nor tail; ſo reſolved for the 
preſent to plague myſelf no more about 
it; eſpecially as I found the company in 
the ſame agreeable diſpoſition in which 
chemi but yet the ſituation of the 

| F 2 parties 
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parties was ſomething yaried, for Mr, 
and Mrs. Sudberry were both fitting 
upon the ſopha; Sudberry was live- 
lier than ever, and his lady met us 
with ſo grateful a ſmile, that to have come 
Aa moment ſooner, or later, would have 
| methought been a moment out of time. 

Strange, however, as it may ſeem, Mrs. 
Sudberry had forgot to order the coffee, 
and when Draper gently reproached her 
for being ſo bad a houſewife, one of 
thoſe undeſcribable bluſhes painted her 
check, and heightened the natural roſes of 
her complexion, which the poetical Dr. 
Donne has called eloquent. - 


Her pure and eloquent blood 
Spoke i in her cheeks, and ſo diſtinctly wrought, 


ens Age one 512 almoſt ſay, her beay thought. 
Le ho 'F 


The ada was, SAY an fur- 

| wiſhed, at -Mr. Draper's ſummons; and 
Mrs. eee s bluſh gradually diſap- 
2 = N. 
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peared, tilf it ſettled only into the bloom 
which was "ways ſmiling on her 


Tr 
cheek. | Pore 


Mr. Sadberr, who büberte b had fd 
little, on account of his diſorder, whick 
ſpeaking generally increaſed, having, as 
the tea equipage was removing, fome 
intention to take his leave, began to re- 
turn the proper teſtimonies of eyes 4 
his benefaftor.* © 

Sir, ſaid he, bbdleg t to Mr. Draper. 
you have probably ſaved me from that 
death in a priſon, which, though I know | 
ir cannot long be any where prevented, 
would in ſuch a fituation be doubly - 
terrible. You have, at the ſame time, 


refoued” Km viſttatior, Mis Wader 
creature; and, from a more ſudden po- 
verty, theſe beautiful babes. Unleſs 


you could fee my heart, you will not be 


| able to conceive ity conſciouſneſs. Apo- 


logies for having been the means of 
F 3 making. 
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making a man act like an engel, is ra- 
ther an inſult than a compliment. What 
you did, I am ſure you felt, and that 
feeling, while it bleſſes us, rewards you: 
happy, indeed, are they who are the ob- 
| jets of ſuch benevolence ; happier only 
be, who is maſter of the ſenſation which 
inſpired it. In gratitude, (—here he 
put his hand on his breaſt,) there is 
much joy; —in liberality, (he looked re- 
ſpectfully at Mr. Draper,) there is ſtil} 
more ; and we hold, fir, the ſecond place 
of felicity, as receivers of benefits : that 
you. may hold the firſt, as the perſon 
who conferred them, ——He pauſed. 

_ My ftars and garters! cried Mr. 
Praper, what a pity it is, Sudberry, you 
and I are ſtrangers? What a deal of 
ſentiment might you ſave, (and I fee 
you talk in ſome pain, and upon my 
ſoul, you give me as much pain ta hear 
fou talk,) if you did but know that I 


W RY.” Wy . d SY OT 


F 


ſcoundrel guineas, unable to redreſs 


coutre you in this manner, I ſhould 
have left you to revenge your own, caule, 
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am ſo ſincere a deſpiſer of all formality, 
that L never ſuffes a ſip of buckram, 
even in my coat. I heard that you were 
inſulted, and, for the want of a few 


yourſelf,.,. Now, inſult I am fo far from 
bearing myſelf, that I cannot endure, it 
ſhould be inflicted on another. If you 
had a purſe in your pocket, a ſword at 
your fide, and a cane in your hand; if, fix, 
Providence had thought proper to aG- 


and fight your own batiles: and. had 

you heſitated to do this, under ſuch, ad- 
—— I ſhould have. rejoiced to hear, 
that the purſe. had been taken from you, 


the ſword, run through your body, and 
the cane laid acroſs your ſhoulders ; be- 
cauſe, for man to fear wan, in my idea, 
is the laſt error of idolatry, and ten 
times a greater ſhame, than bowing the 

F 4 knee 
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knee to Baal. But T heard you' were 
without arms, 1 heard you were fick, 
married, had children, and was no ſharp- 
er: becauſe you was a ſtranger, and be- 
cauſe you were deſtitute, 1 aſſiſted you. 
In that affiſtance 1 have gratified my 
darling paſſions: I have at the ſame time 
ſerved one gentleman in diſtreſs, and 
Oh, good God of Heaven, Sudberry, 
what an idea !—I have puniſhed tree 
ſcoundrels! So, priythee now, don't 
purſue the curſed ſubject of acknow- 
ledgment. I take it for granted, your 
little affairs at home are in ſome dif- 
order; and, therefore, I will not pre- 
vent your putting them to rights: your 
children, too, I fee, begin to rub their 
eyes; and I can conceive, bachelor as 
I am, the wiſhes of you all. Without 
-any parade, therefore, get into my coach, 
or, if you like it better, a hackney 
coach, and wikmne; in a word, what will 
4 | make 


make matters thoroughly eaſy till this 


day ſennight, when I challenge every one 
of you to a haunch of veniſon. © Lookee, 


now, what can one do! Vour wife is in 
tears again — There — there then it 


can be no worſe, and ſo, for God's ſake, 
put this into your pocket, and call me 


when you have done crying. 
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Mr. — ah was n away, 


when one of the children caught him by 
the hand, and enchantingly cried, You 
be good gentemin, and muſt not leave 
my dear papa and mamma: they only 
cry for your goodneſs, and cry becauſe 
they be full of glad, not forry. Oh, my 
angel, replied the mother, ſo we do, ſo we 
do; your poor papa would have died, if ic 

Fs 1 
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dad not been for the kindneſs of "that 
gentleman—Would he? anſwered the 
child ; then papa muſt now live to thank 
him, that's all—I live to thank him, 
too, faid the ſecond. Me vil kneel down 
thus, and pray God Mighty love him 
for it, liſped out the youngeſt, throwing 
itſelf at the ſame time on the carpet, and 
folding its hands. Murder and aſſaſſi- 
nation ! exclaimed Draper, ſtamping and 
drawing his handkerchief over his face 
— there's no ſtanding this. You are reſolv- 
ed to kill me, I think, in my own houſe. 
Come hither, ſaid I, come hither, thou 
beautiful little tyrant—I was going to 
_ relieve Draper from the embraces of the 


child, when Sudberry himſelf roſe, and 
walking, as well as his weakneſs would 
tet him, towards Mr. Draper, he ſaid, 
Well, fir, we have tortured you ſuffi- 
ciently; tis time to give you reſpite : 
with your permiſſion, we will now ſend 
— | for 
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for a-coath.. I ſee perfectly into your 
character, and will not refuſe the plea- 
ſures it brings me. Come, Mrs. Sud- 
berry, let us now wiſh Mr. Draper good 
night, and leave him, with a promiſe te 
partake of his veniſon. It is only from 
the ſcarcity of good men, that makes us 
awk ward when we receive their favours. 
Mr. Draper happens to perform the pur- 
poſes: for which he was born,. and finds, 
in ſuch performance, the fame pleuſure 

in both the infpration'of nature. Fare- 
well then; ſir; —induige your conſtitu- 

tion, and 1 rgoice to find its tendeneies 
o 1 — ng RP eee 


Ces. 

e ae KP hen n . 
purpoſe; and if you have now the wil- 
dom to ſay no more, all will be as ie 
ought to be. have done, anſwered 


n Then art thou, in my eſti 
F 6 mation, 
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mation, more eloquent than Fo on 
the ſubject, replied Draper. 

Vou are both (thought I) whey lewis 
| fellows, for augbt I fee to the contrary ; 
but what ſort of a being I muſt appear 
to you, I really cannot tell: for here 
have I been witneſs to a train of actions, 
enough to make a devil catch ſome ſpark 
of the divinity; and yet from the firſt 
moment to the laſt, I have not done one 
farthingſworths,of good, nor one far - 
thingſworth of harm. This Draper 
carries it all before him, and; leaves his 
friend no opportunity to do) a tolerable 
thing, with any degree .of grace. He is 
the independent ſubſtantwe, and I the 
ſcurvy adjective. No matter —it may 
be my turn to ſtand in al better lighł᷑ to- 
morrow.—At preſent, 1am Mes in 
ſhadow. ,, ... . 

I made. theſe tefleRtions, - while. the 
coach. was ſent. for; and when it came, 
"tn | Draper 
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Praper handed the family into it, with 


coachman to carry her into Piccadilly. 
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the ſame politeneſs he handed them. out 
of the other, kiſſed his hand to them, as 
the driver was wheeling from the door, 
and e en his houſe. 
1 e as 1d 

Wai © ates g ie 
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. Pub at home ? aid Mir. pa 
to a ſervant, as he went in. No, fir, an- 
ſwered the ſervant; the ordered Thomas 
to fetch a hackney coach, directed Suſan 
to pack up her things, and ordered the 


Very well, replied Draper (not at all 
diſcompoſed) get the chariot to the 
door, and bid Crimpa come and tie up 
my hair. Then turning to me: And 
now, my dear Benignus, let us go and 
* it out with the women; for Mrs. 

Darlington, 
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Darlington, notwithſtanding. our mef- 
ſage, will give it us, I promiſe you ; 
the is the very pink of punctilio, you 
know. Oh, here comes Crimpa. Crim- 
pa, draw thy comb through my hair in 
a moment; and while he is doing this 
excruciating piece of bufineſs, ſuppoſe 
we amuſe ourſelves with examining my 
friend  Spangle's pocket-bodk : Crimpa 
is moſt conveniently ſtupid, and will 
vot comprehend a ſyllable abobt the 
matter. Here, Benigous, here it 1s,» 
open and communicate the precious con- 
terits—E hefitated to open the lock, 
which. Drapes perceiving, toak it out of 
my hands, with 2 ſort of contemptuous 
Jerk, and ſaying, Lock, by your leave, 
did the buſineſs in a moment, and care» 
leſsly turning over. the leaves, thus ww 
1 bis peruſal of them. ö 

I here already told you, Benignus, my 
aan: of modern delicacy ; 1 think we 


G 
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as any man in Europe ; but then my 
mirth is frequently excited by the 
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are wrong both in the theory and prac» 
tice, I can be as ſerious and as merry 


Dama this Crimpa, how confoundedly he 
tortures my head—My mirth, I was 
going to obſerve, is often excited, by 
the very object which occaſions ferioub- 


neſs in another; and this, upon my ho- 


nour, not from affectation of fingularity, 
but from temper, and the mere make of 
my mind. I always follow every agreea- 
ble feeling, and am directed by one 
uniform principle of gratification. 'The 
malheious paſſions ſhake a man all to 
Pieces, ſet his pulſe a flattering, and 
every way render him difagreeable to 
himſelf. The gentle and pacific paſſions, 
on the contrary, diffuſe ſuch a fine ſooth=- 
ing ſet of ſenſations over both ſoul and 
body, that while one can any way in- 
dulge them, at whatever expence, they 

e afford 
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afford an elyſium ſo infinitely pleaſing, 
that I would purchaſe them, though I 
mould buy gratification ever ſo extrava- 
low in the kingdom -- and curſe me, if 
I believe ſuch characters have the leaſt 
merit in any of their actions. Your fly 

hypocritical dogs ſink all theſe kind of 
things upon you, as pure efforts of 
benevolence; but I, who hate ſtrutting 
it in the plume of another, aſſure you 
tis conſtitution, and downright love of 
pleaſure; nay, ſometimes tis the mere 
impromptu of the moment. We are 
ſometimes in a diſpoſition to he delighted 
with opening our purſe, and ſometimes 
with drawing it avariciouſly- together. 
One object attacks us at the fortunate 
exiſis, and we give him every thing he 
wants. Another ſhall, perhaps, meet us 
at the corner of the next. ſtreet, equally 


n and * ſo far from giving him 
a that 
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that which he wants, we reproach him 
for having the impudence to tender his 
petition. Pr'ythee go along, fellow, and 
don't plague me—T have nothing for 
| thee} Such our language to the one. 
Ves, poor creature - take my pittance ; 
ler it alleviate the neceſſities which I pet- 
ceive preſs heavily upon thee—Thou art 
welcome to my ſuperfluity, and much, 

very much good may it do thee! Such 
our ſentiments to the other. Whence 
theſe diſtinctions - whence theſe, partiali- 
ties? Why, they originate from nature: 

we are miſerable as miſers, or bountiful 
as angels, uſt as we are in the humour; 
for man is the moſt 'whimfical of all 
creatures. Now, F' lay my life, the 
poor Sudberrys— (this fellow is neat as 
imported, and does not underſtand a 
word of Engliſh)—are gone away under 
the fallacious idea of ſuppoſing me the 
moſt generoui man in che world, when 
„n all 
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a I have done would - ceatainly have 
"been: avoided, --had har convenience 
Alone been conſulted. In making them 
happy, I made myſelf ſo: but if I muſh 
ſtruction af my on, tis a thouſand to 
one, if ſome raſcally cringing attachment 
or other, to imperial /e/f, did not put in 
ts paltry plea, and prevent me from do- 
ing a good thing, Gus 1 was 
8 good one. 
Nom, wich apaihio this Jackeb be 
*Tis the property of a coxcomb, who 
has nat a dram of feeling in his whole 
frame: ane of my great conſtitutianal 
pleaſures is, to expoſe and laugh at ſuch 
a wretch. I am a great man far diſtinc- 
tions. - If this pocket-book was yours, 
or poor Sudberry's, it might poſſibly 
non: hut being Spangle 's, whom 1 
ue | | know, 


y_rm _ — n nnn 
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know, better than he knows. hicnſelf, 
and who never kept a ſecret fince he had 
tongue enough to tell t—being his, my 
dear Benignus, why, here beginneth the 
ficſt chapter of folly,—So ſaying, this 
unaceountable, agreeable, whimſical mix- 
ture of a man, began to read the curious 
regiſter of the month, written by the 
polite-pencil of Thomgs Willie: * 


| n KS | * 


But before I inſert, or tranſcribe any 
paſſages from this choice calledtiun, I 
muſt warn the reader (if peradventure 
he ſhould happen to live in the country, 
or never has met the like paſſages before, 
which in that caſe is perfectly probable), 


| quit warn him not for that zeaſon to 
ſhut 
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fliut the book in 2 pafflon, or ſpleeniſiy 
tear but the leaf, on 4 preſumption that 
the ſentiments are unfaithfully tranſerib- 
ed; becauſe I can affore him (on the 
veracity of an hiftorian, under my very 
ferious circumſtances), that what is ſet 
down in this chapter, is an honeſt copy 
from the wonderful original. 
Mr. Draper neglected the cards th 
letters on each fide the pocket book, 
and took notice only of thoſe pleaſant 
articles which were marked, by way of 
memorandum, on the vellum, or, more 
properly ſpeaking, the aſs*s leaves, which 
lay in the middle of the book. Each 
page contained the ſtory of a day; ſo 
that the whole book formed a complete 
2 or connedted chain of events. | 


u * N D A x. 


208 de. to ae out Fat) if my 1 new 
* Phaeton, 
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phaeton, at twelve in the morning. To 
pick my teeth at, Modemaid's, -in Tavi- 
ſtock-ſtreet, at three—dine at the Devil, 
at ſix ruin Fairfame, the curate's daugh- 
ter (to whom I have promiſed a living), 
at eight—trifle away a ten · pound note 
with Toyman, at ten —ſup . nn. 
—and __ alone. 


MEMORANDUM. 


Mrs. Spangle coughs conſumptively— 
My off horſe ſeems touched in the wind 
—he wheezed as he trotted up conſtitu- 
_ tion-hill—Boxit- ſhall teach. me to hold 
forth in the Houſe. | , Bellow makes a 
great progreſs: is to make a ſpeech the 
next motion. N. B. Muſt turn off Mira 
—ruined laſt Tueſday: a ſine animal. 
Have a good mind to have my wp 

mare ſhod with ſilver. * 1 
. UE 8. 


ers grnvnaL oetntoNs.. 


& 0 f 1 


TVESDAY. 


Curate's: daughter cried all ad, 
hate whining---turn her over to Sanby 
for breaking .- No undoing Dickens 
have been ſix times after her at chapel. 
Muſt bribe Strawby---muſt get Blaze to 
baſtinado Brazen-the villain called me 
curd-cheeks, at Ranelagh---muſt gild 
his-cudgel with five guineas. 


MEMORANDUML. 


Lady Lydia lers at me. They ſay 
ſhe's modeſt—muſt, therefore; make her 
ene f ws. Am well with het huſband--- 
wants my Fan. exchange is no robbery 
caught Fan. without a tucker---deteſta- 
ble indeceticy | Muſt preſent her to my 
friend. N. B. Wife gets yellowiſh.--- 
Jealouſy * hands with confurption. 


2 


ancle, if I interrupt the attachment 
Wit in that laſt obſervation — Am going 
to be a patron---DaQtyl dedicates Greek 
verſes to me.---Periſh the whole Gre- 


cian alphabet! But as *rwill be ſuppoſed | 


I underſtand it, ſhall ſend twenty pieces 
to the fellow. Chapel, Sunday ;. ſhift 
my patch nearer the left cheek-bone, 
Eight hairs fell from my eye-brow, on 
my paper, as I was writing an invitation 
to Mrs. Glaze. Mean to undo her, 
Surely twas a judgment. Orthodox a 
curſed 4. ug nan 


C 


- Hiro Drier, "OW mb Sans 
toſſed the book into the middle of the 


room, and exclaimed as he roſe from 


under the hand of his valet:— Aye, it's 
all alike I ſees Infamous raſcal ]! he has 
not ingenuity enough to ſupport the 
character of which he is ambitious: The 

T_T narra- 
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— narrative of his 0 n 
Kit be W ee eee Fo 
rr, ſaid I, Mr. Draper, 1 all ehis 
| copſtity ion. did nature ever form ſuch 
2 reptile as Spangle? Art and nature, in 
conjunction, anſwered Draper, ſettling his 
ſock at the glaſs, have made a million 
ſucb, and I am glad I have ſhewn you 
the inſide of the fellow's _ that you 
may pity and deſpiſe them. 
- 1- Curious: were the — which 
flew * the aber ban about the 
hows ſciffar ; = tenth, ks, — 
ed in confuſion. Crimpa took them up, 
Pocket, as he was going te the chariot, 
ſolemnly declaring, that he would firſt 
read them to Spangle's wife, before 
Spangle himſelf, and then ſtand over the 
Taſcal, while he directed them in a par- 


you to eren deyoted Diana Dickens, 
which 


- . — Hr=oE5e —— DD ASD. . -/ a. 
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young: lady whom -he- tormented at the 
chapel for, fays be, tho I am no 
enemy to gallantry, I am to hrutaluy's 
and ſuch a fellow. ſhould, never riſe to a 
greater dignity of amo albatagatiaie 
with, a.cigder-wencb.. 5 mat : fin? 
We mounted the carriage: andiDra- 
per fat, biting, his nails, and Aadgoily 
twiſting the glaſs taſſels, as if he Was: the 
moſt rigid reformer of the age, every 
now. and then vchemently, repeating 
d nation love an fs but · de ſpiſe 
butalit ie ar 4 £ 10 b 547 14 
To men the — already: worte a new. 
face, and contained ſoenes and charactets, 
which-a few weeks before; I was utterly: 
unconſcious of. Nor let the readetiaoin» 
this place, laugh at the ignorance: of my 
youth: for thouſands are there, at: this: 


minute, in the country, who, arrived; to 
their threeſcore and tenth year, are per-! 
Vor. III. 9 fectly 
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fectly unacquainted that ſo much vil- 
kiny exiſts in human nature, as I have 
delineated in leſs than threeſcore pages. 
Nay, ſuch is ftill the honeſt fimplicity of 
thoſe at 2 diſtance from the metropolis, 
that if, at my return to my village, I 
ſhould tell them, of an elegant looking 
lady dead drunk in the ftreets ; of a fop 


who hys the plan of a young woman's 


deftruQion in a church; of a taylor who 
keeps a miſtreſs, a chariot, and a black 
footman,- with a filver ſhoulder-knot ; 
of a parcel of fellows who lie watching 
for the bedy of a fick man, with a wife 
_ _ and three children, like ſo many dogs at 
a door; and of a' perſon who is ſuch a 
miſceliany of vice and virtue, defect and 
excellence; as Mr. Draper :---If, I fay, 
I were to tell theſe things---or if haply 
they are ever peruſed in print, by people 


| who have never mixed among the po- 


liſhed errors of a large city---will they 
| not 
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not ſet me down as an ill-natured, diſ- 
contented fellow, who have drawn a very 
unfair, as well as a very ugly picture 
the accuſers, that I cannot find it in 
my. heart to upbraid them. To ſup- 
poſe it impoſſible for any of the ſpe- 
have been, and ſhall ſtill be, obliged 
here and there to repreſent them, is a 
ſuppoſition which argues ſome innocence 
in the ſuppoſer ; and whenever the 
never have the mortification to expe- 
rience, that I have only diſplayed to 
his eye the real portrait of human 
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Fine 2 ſaid Alicia, as 
ſon; as N entered the parlour. Well, 
gentlemen, cries Mrs. Darlington, you 
have ſlaid out methinks. I have juſt 
brought Benignus to the door, ladies, 
anſwered Mr. Draper, {that you might 
not fear | had quite run away with him: 
it has been a day of adventure, and now, 
| though I love dearly to hear you make 
- enquiries about the who, and the what, 
and the where, and the when, the where - 
fore, and the Why; yet I am obliged 
inſtantly to deprive; myſelf of this feli- 
city, by an engagement which muſt this 
inſtant be fulfilled : ſo I muſt leave Be- 
nignus to tell the ſtory, - you queſtion, 
and he anſwer, and rob myſelf of one of 
the ſweeteſt entertainments in the world. 


You are ſuch a "wy * the young 
lady. 


/ 
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ay Adieu Mica Fa- Mrs Ddrling- 
roh, yo Wot vbe dient, dan ſwered Dra- 
pet, and was rolling off again wg 
chativt-in'@/Mminate 152 0 2! 

I I'f6und the following 'illethad 8 
ſent to me, in m 8 from + 
ugent."" Abe it nuf (119797 6 


tO {2177 ol fer eis Ha tn dro oy 4 
87 enen | 
N have prepared papers:relative.to your 
monies. in che funds, with, accumulated 
interclhy chereupon, ready for , inſpeer | 
tion, together with all other matters of 
truſt, committed to me by your late 
guardian. I was extremely ſorry to hear 
of the deceaſe af that, gentleman, and 
ſhall. be extzemely glad, ta wait upon 
_ in Chancery-Lane. the an per- 
tunity. ene te: + 
bas! Sin, , A 11 9 8. 
odr mot humble Sous; 1 
1103 0 OT Attiieatb' Pardons. / 
8 G 3. If 
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11 haply any perſon-of hufineſs ſhould 
beſtow half an hour per week to peruſe 
thoſe books, it will not, in their opini- 
on, redound much to; my eredit, or in- 
ſpire them with any reſpectable ideay of 
my underſtanding, that I continued fo 
long in town, without making the leaſt 
enquiry into my affairs, not ſo much, or ( 

rather ſo little, as even to call or end 
more than a fingle card to the attorney, 
to wWhoſe care were entruſted, not only 
tte papers of my family, but through 
whoſe'hands my guardian had been ſed 
to receive letters from time to time, on 
the very intereſting ſubjects of riſe and 
fall, ſell out, and buy in, cent. per cent. 
with all that never ending et cetera of 
prudential and pecuniary policies, which 
ſo delightfully agitate men of property. 
To all ſuch, be it known, that I candid- 
ly take ſhame to myſelf. Much of this 


care and ee — on edu- 
cation. 


7 ＋ } 
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cation, The college and the counter ſo 
oppoſitely affect the imagination, that 
a few years reſidence. within the cloyſters 
of the one, or behind tþe drawers of the 
other, give not only contraſted modes 


of thinking, but make two people (thus 


differently employed) as utterly unlike, 
as if one was born to the cuſtoms of 


France, and the other to thoſe of Turkey. 
And here I beg leave to add, on this 


head, the illuſtration of a little ftory, 
taken faithfully from the excellent vo- 
lume of life. 

Thomas and John were brothers, a 
bred up together to the age of ſix, 
in the ſame houle, diſcovering, till about 


that time, pretty nearly the ſame diſpo- 


ſitions: but the father, ſoon after, de 
| figning one for the church, and one for 

the counting-houſe, Thomas was entered 
a member at one of-the univerſities, and 
John was ſituated with a trader in the 


G. 4 city. 
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city: They were both indufttious lads, 
and made à very ptromifiis progreſs. 
At the end of about ſeven years, and not 
| before, (ſuch was their application,) 

they met, on a viſit to their father, who 
reſided in the country; and in this viſit 
they ſoon evinced the wonderful force 
of practice, and habit, on the human 
conſtitution; The maſon who is ſaid to 
have carried a brick in his pocket, as a 
ſignal of his trade, was not a more cer- 
tain teſtimony, than thoſe enſigns of of- 
fice, which our young gentlemen held 
our to every acquaintance. Their very 
gait and diſcourſe was become profe/- 
fonal. Thomas, who had been uſed to 
faunter through the venerable walks of 
hjs college, or ſlumber beneath a ſpread- 
ing oak, with a book by his fide, had 
acquired from thence an indolent me- 
chod of walking, and yet, was as ſtarch, 
folemn, and perpendicular, as if he had. 
222 | | been 
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been long [treading in the ſeemly ſteps: 


of one ef tlie faithful $ while John, on 
the contrary, im ſpite of a name, which 
gives, tnethinks;"the dulleſt idea of any 
Chriſtian © appellation: in our language, 
had as diſpatchful a pair of heels, hands, 
and eyes, as if he had been ſerving his 
time amengſt the expreſſes, or was fun- 
ner to a baker. Their dreſs was Nkewiſe 
er Mero: Thomas was generally habit. 
ed in a ſun of raven grey, with fock-. 
ings cortefponding, and buekles (though 
Ser) f fw e deſt/ add enpretending a 
pattern, that they utterty diſearded all 
the vagarĩes of the mode; yet were they 
like every ocher part af him, prig; may ; 
prue, and parſonly 5: much againſt its 
natarak inclitition, e hair with bre 
with's firtle powderrather arches ban 
regularly, 'and formed a injtthodieal arch, . 
ev the top of ond ſhotilder to che 

1 other: 


* 


other: his ſtock was girded ſtiff in its 
buckle; and his coat, though it had 
never been much tormented by the 
bruſh, was by no means out of form; 
for Thomas, indeed, bad ſo erect 3 
back, that it een eee e 
apparel to fit in Wrinkle. 
Now John, who refided a 

nent merchant (and had always been 
accuſtomed to viſit the Change preciſely 
at one O clock, prided himſelf not a little 
upon a defbabille.in dreſs, the rather he 
uſed to ſay, as it diſtinguiſhed him from 
the mere mechanical put, who had a 
bob- wig for the morning, and a bag for 
he evening. He, therefore, rejected a 
ſ{mugneſs which he confidered as below 
Dimmſelf, and critically marked the exter- 
nal. difference betwixt the mere drudge 
of trade, and the gentleman of buſineſs. 
To accompliſh this latter character, he 
 vore fuirable raiment ; his coat, or ra- 
$4 N ther 


2 
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ther frock, had a lining of filk, was: 
cut exactly to the mode, and had a 
genteel proportion of powder ſprinkled 
between the ſhoulders, juſt where the 
careleſs: club of his. hair, looſely tied 
with a ribbon, depended; his waiſtcoat 
was frequently ſcarlet, or crimſon, with. 
a very broad binding of figured lace, the 
more faſhionable,. in his opinion, when: 
the nap was gone, and it was about half. 
worn out: his breeches were always of 
lack filk, ſo much the better if the 
ſtrap: df his knee · buckle hung acciden · 
rally, as it were a little looſe : of white 
ſilk were his ſtockings, one of which was 
generally ſuffered to wrinkle about the 
dirty alſo) was. of white ſarſnet, edged: 
with a narrow lace, and tied in a-negligent 
bunch under his chin: and, to crown the 
_— his hat was laced with gold, and 

rn. elegantly. * Thomas 1 


Arg 
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his compliments of duty to his father 
with the utmoſt claſſical accuracy and 
deliberation, articulating and marking 
by emphaſis, every word. He hoped 
his eſteemed parent enjoyed the bea- 
titude of health, amid the ſalutiſerous 
gales of the country; obſerved that the 
ancients and poets, or vates, (which 
meant the ſame thing,) were all loud 
and eloquent in praiſe of rural life, as 
cCuauld be evidenced by reference to their 
reſpective · vritings, and then proceeded 
to quotation; and, laſtly, he {aid he ex- 
pected to puſs a very joyful month in 
the houſe and country, where he was 
born, as it would revive in his mind 
every idea of juvenility, and make him, 
4 it were, live over again thoſe days, 
which were devoted to the paſtimes of 
— the garrulity * n 
wer; when ( l. Locke — 

9 0 might 
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might be aſſimilated, in other words, 
compared,” or, to ſtoop ſtill lower in 
phraſe; likened to a ſſeet of white paper. 
This ſalutation diſfered wonderfully 
from the ſalutation of John, who catch- 
ing his father carclefsly by the hand, and 
bowing rapidly at the ſame time, faid 

he was glad to ſee him wear fo well; 
temarked that the florid cheek was a cu- 
riofity on the other fide of St, PauPs, 
but that buſineſs was better than a fine 
complexion ; and then archly fquinting 

at Thomas, faid, that he perceived ſtudy 
was as fore'a ſpoiler of the kin as Lom. 
bard-ftreet* he then ſaluted. his ſiffers; 
which Thomas had neglected to do, 
and fat happily down, without deremögyi 
Their" od acquafftänce ih the parti 
fearce” Knew either, "arid Wat is fein 
ſtrapger, they ſcuros "knew each Mer? 
thoſe who” uſed to agree in evety thing; 


could now agree in nothing; a 
| — 
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they held ſcarce a fingle tenet, maxim, 
or ſentiment; in any fort ſimilar; and. 
before they had been a fortnight toge- 
| ther, each began to entertain a thorough 
| contempt for the other's underſtanding... 
. Curſe that Thomas, would John often 
888 piece of claſped calf- 
ſkin it is! for ever muzzing over a 
muſty book, and yet he drawls like a 
pariſh clerk ! ! Bleſs me, exclaimed fre- 
quently Mr. Thomas, what à profane, 
 ayaricious,, yet extravagant being, is bro» 
ther John! fond of gaudy exterior ornar 
ment, yet a mere floven, in nente, a 
caſket, as 1 may ſay, a plated caſket, 
without a jewel; and for ever talking of 
his commodities, and bales, and centums, 
ducks ſtruck lame in metropolitan alleys, 
and the Lord knows. what befides. 1 
much wiſh (having about me, as. in 


duty bound, all fraternal feelings) be 
may turn out a ſtationary, laudable, con- 
36) ſeientious 


4 
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ſcientious character; for indeed I can- 
not but ſuſpect the lad's capacity / TI 
The men of bufineſs ſaw in John, all 
the ſhrewdneſs, acuteneſs, ſlyneſs, clever- 
neſs, and all other neſſes that promiſed 
the man of wealth. The men of letters 
diſcovered, in Thomas, all the ſobriety, 
ſteadineſs, and learning, which denoted an 
able divine. The friends of John thought 
flightly of Thomas, while the friends of 
Thomas thought lightly of John; and 
they ſoon thought ſo very ſlightly of one 
another, that at the end of the month, 
which had been chiefly employed in de- 
bate (each chuſing to ſupport his ſyſtem), 
they departed in high diſdain; Thomas 
to the taſk of contemplation, to Cicero, 
and Cambridge; and John (wiſhing 
Cambridge might be conſumed) to gain- 
ful mornings, and gay evenings, to the 

| dexterity of trade, and the 1 of 


| Aud 


136 LIBERAL: OPINIONS: 
And yet each brother made a reſpee- 
table character; Tom figured. | 
pit, and John was 
this ory, written the abode. 
my mercantile readers, may be added its. 
moral, via. That their friend Benignus 
might be à very good ind of 2 anz 
aye, and even poſſefſed no mean ſnare f 
_ commonſenſe; (thut fenſe which 1 Ke. 
they weigh againſt all che genius an 
(holarſmip in the world,) although he 
_ Maid ſcveraf werks in London after tlie 
death of His gwardtan, without rern 
u vt to the only petſon who-could-pive. 
Ar ee as to tlie e 


nee de ef ne bie 
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once in my whole life, and wr w 
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my infancy, when tte took the muy | 
C 


of à vacation to pats the 'receſs whi 
that allowed him, till the next term, at 
my guardiah's; 3 who, from long intimacy, 
had fo implicit an opinion of his inte- 
grity, that he committed to his ch 
thoſe matters which reſpected the t ul 
thouſknd pounds at intereſt. Howeyer, 
in ſome meaſure to reconcile my unpar- 
donable remiſſneſs, I can affire my 
readers of trading complexions, that 1 
fat down as ſoon as 1 had related the 
heads of my day's adyentures, to Mrs. 
Darlington and her niece, leaving out 
the myſterious ſcene with Draper and 
Priſcilla, to write an anſwer to, and pro- 
poſe a meeting, of bufineks; with Mr. 
Parſons the very next day. In the mean 
time, I was not a little anxious to hear 
about my friend Benjamin, and his un- 
cle; for ſtrange as it feems, Alicia had 
dot yet memioned either of them. Mr. 
Abrahams, 
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Abrabams, however, ſoon after relieved 
my ſuſpence, by ſending a. note, cone, 
taining theſe truly characteriſtic words. 
_ Abrahams ſends. comp®» to Be- 
 ignus, Ef. Received his favour,— 
Eis overwhelmed with gratitude for 
_ fame. —— T his is ſent 7 per Benjamin), who 
(as in duty bound) by ditto favour, will 
make acknowledgments. — Abrahams 
begs a line from — en Eſq. by 
item bearer. | 


From my office, n o'clock, ,, 5 
almoſt half paſt, —— Square, | 
"ans. Dom. 


Juſt as I was Arbing out to i 

Ek enquiries, Mr. Benjamin, the item bearer, 
preſented this laconic card, and (continu- 
ing to mend of his bruiſes) had ſo 
ſpruced and tighted himſelf up, that be 
really looked quite intereſting, and the 
delicate Anger which pain and confine- 
ment 


. _y * „ 


1 8 
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ment had thrown over his features, only 
ſerved, to, render them more ſoft, and 


pleafing, As I knew this card was to- 
tally defigned for private peruſal, 1 read 
it tranſiently, and putting it into my 

told Benjamin 1 ſhould take an 
opportunity to obſerve the contents, and 
that it required no other anſwer. I ſaw 
that the poor fellow's eyes and heart were 
full, and that he felt the irkſomeneſs of 
a ſituation, in the preſence of his ladies, 
which permitted no explanations. The 
quick igbted Alicia perceived bis embar- 
raſſment, and perhaps imputed it to 2 
very different cauſe from the real one: 
be that as it will, ſhe reddened and 
whitened ſeveral times, and as the lad 
went ſighing out of the room, ſhe af- 
fected to hem and cough violently, and 
ſaid the believed ſome filthy fly had got 
into her throat. N 3 the 
obſtruction of the hy, however, there 


4 


4% BELLE brtsfO nB 
as Siderkügg in the pfl dt Bett. 
Judi, er Uf meße erde en 
the derived füch grerldie thoughts! ik 
the roſe into greater g let) than 1 had 
ever Teen her indulge, if prightly as "ſhe 
Was; And this Was the evening in Which 
the diſcovered more of her character, 
And occalioned b by that diſcovery, a more 
grave incident than might be expected 
from a ſubject begun with fo much 
ee eee 
Now, I have obſerved, that i it is its. 
mary with biographers , to relate-revotu- 
tions of all forts, with ſome little previ= 
ous ceremony; and as a very great do- 
neſtic change of affairs depends on the 
Steutuſtances no going to be related, 1 
Thall « een conform to the method of wy 
predeceſſors, and communicate this in 
— event in in a ſeparate cha prer. | 


det 


95d; Gave. . n 16 . No 


* 


* | CHAP. 


dee n 
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ay 17% Ge en 
1 13 an ob ſnip of the | gent Plato, 

or { ome. other : amous püllefepbe, 2 
© ,a man of perfect | benevolence and vir- 
tue ſhould come upon earth, he would. 
be cheated, im priſoned, ſcourged,. and 
erycified and, upon the whale, more 
ſcurvily weated, than if he was the ſlyeſt 
hypocrite that ever impoſed upon poor 
ſimplioity. Now, though I am very far 
from thinking I have any pretenſions to 
the perfect beneyolence of Which this 
author (peaks ; vet, Wcboyt vauity, L 
may be allowed to poſleſs ſufficient to 
intitſe me to, as large a portion af abuſe, 
ang, ill treatment, as, if 1 had heen one 
of the beſt, men breathing. In the be-, 
gioning, of chis narrative, the reader was 
told the defign of viſiting London. Since 
118 my 


L Jad b 
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my arrival there, bitherto, it ſo happened, 
that I rather obſerved the manners of 
men, than made any formal reſearches 
after Happineſs. The reader is, as yet, 
only preſented with the principal adven- 
tures of a very fe weeks ; and, as I did 
nor retire from ſociety till the thirty- 
| ſeventh year of my age, am now relating 
the tranſactions which happened fo early 
as in the ſixteenth year, and was engaged 
in the great ſcene of life all that tedious 
interval, containing the enterprizes of al- 
moſt. twenty years, he may be alarmed 
into the dread of never getting to the 
end of my book. Let him not be 
alarmed; it is not very probable that I 
ſhall live long enough to write myſelf 
out: nor is it intended to trouble him 
with a recapitulation of al the misfor- 


tunes and indignities which brought me 
here; for that would indeed be an end- 


leſs labour: the principal paſſages only 
Oh will 
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will be related, and whoever is in pof- 
Teffion of them, whoever is the firſt tra- 
veller after my deceaſe, will find the ma- 


nuſcript parted into ſo many diviſions, 


that if be be a ſkilful editor, he will 
publiſh to the world only juſt as much at 


a time, and juſt ſuch a quantity, upon the 


whole, as he deems moſt intereſting and 
moſt inſtructive: for whoever reads any 
part thereof, merely as a book of amuſe- 


ment, will by no means promote the 


great moral end with which a man, now 
languiſhing in a foreſt, undertakes it. 
Thus much by way of introduction to 
the future parts of my hiſtory, which 


henceforward will exhibit ſcenes and cir- 
cumſtances of a far darker colour, and 4 


more intricate impofition. 


Mrs. Darlington's niece was a great 


| ſcribbler; and though her paſſion for 
Benjamin, and her ftruggles to ſubdue 
_ that paſſion, had made her of late take 
little 
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that 3 yo fellow, th; at. ſhe e had 1 
a Han e breaſt, u GR hi Laying ber 
Nee the fire in her, own, (for. to ſome 
fach circumſtance as this 1 impute her 
preſent high ſpirits,) the began again to 
indulge her favourite pleaſures of | genwo- 
manſbip P; and ſoon after the lad bad left 
the room, told me ſhe was ger bead 
and ears in debt, and was now going to 
Pay all off at. once, and then alked. me 
if 1 did not love letter. writing? I told 
; her, in reply, that I loved reading. and 
compoſition paſſionately, but that had 
| yet few correſpondents, and therefore 
| few occaſions to write letters. Oh gra- 
cious and gemini! anſwered this valu- 


bie 


ble girl,) now that is to me altogether 
amazing,—Of all things it in the world, I 


loye 'vriting, next to that L love talking, 


and 
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and next to that riding round the Parks. 
Oh, my ſtars and garters, and blue -riby 
bons! What a rapture there is in ſeriding 
and receiving long letters! When you g 
into the country, Benignus, you ſhall 
poſitively ſend to me every poſt; you 
ſhall indeed. Here ſhe took out her 
pocket - book; let me ſee; (penciling) the 
letter B—B. B. B. where are you B 
(turning over the leaves) oh, here it is. 
Moaday, Tueſday, Wedneſday, Thurſ- 
day, Friday, Saturday, and ſo forth (read- 
ing very faſt), debtor, creditor, et cetera. 
Where, Benignus, ſhall- I find a place 
for you? I am afraid there's no vacancy 
—Stay, ſtay, Monday—(ſhe now began 
again) Monday — Miſs Flarriet, Miſs 
Scribble, Mrs. Muzzlethought, and Mr. 
Moral. Poſt comes in at three. Tueſ- 
day: Sir Billy Scrawlblot, Lady Love- 
quill, Lady Sarah Duntaxit, and Olivia 
Splitſenſe. . Poſt at ſeven in the evening. 

Vol. III. WW Wed- 
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Wedneſday: Mr. Rigmeroll, Dr. Mar- 
phraſe, Parſon Prolix, Curate Quick, 
ind Miſs Merrythought. Thurſday, Fri- 
days, Saturday, anſwers to ditto. Seven- 
teen letters in arrears! No, no room 1 
ſiee, at preſent, couſin: my hands, you ſee, 
are quite full; not a ſingle moment un- 
occupied, and yet not a packet W 
4 8 you came to town. 

As ſoon as ſhe thought proper to ſtop, 
Ienpteſied my concern that ſne could not 
find a corner for me: to which ſhe briſkly 

anſwered, Nay, Benignus, don't be un- 
euſy for if you will pardon my ſometimes 
ſending away the poſt without a letter for 
you, and will accept of a ſcrawl juſt as I- 
can ſteal time from my old engagements 
I ſay, in that caſe, I will joyfully enroll 
you in the catalogue: what think you of 
this? May I ſet you down upon theſe 
familiar terms? By all means, I accept 
them very thankfully, ſaid I. There then, 
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cries ſhe, (writing,) I have ſet you down 
as a now-and-then friend—Lookee, here 
you are, Benignus, the Occaſionaliſt. 
But good-bye for half an hour, (con- 
tinued ſhe, looking at her watch,) the 
poſt is come in, and I muſt go and ſee 
what it lias brought me; for I expect 
tobe well' huffed by every creature that 
writes to me. My aunt knows I never 


was half ſo idle in my life. Well, your 


| ſervant, I ſhall be down with you at 
ſupper. - Adieu, aunt; farewell, Occa- 
ſionaliſt. 


This converſation was run off as ra- 


pidly as the tongue could poſſibly roll 


it on the ear; and at the end of it, ſhe- 
tripped out of the room, and flew as 
expeditiouſly up ſtairs, as if ſhe really 


had the whole buſineſs of the nation to 
ſettle by eleven o'clock that night. 


H 2 CHAP. 


— 
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CHAP. .LXXXVII, 


Heaven be praiſed, ſaid Mrs. Darling - 
ton, ſmiling, that my little chattering 
magpie of a niece is gone! Did you 
ever hear any body, when ſhe is once ſet: 
in for it, talk ſo much in your life, Be- 
nignus ? She's very agreeable, madam, 
ſaid I. Oh, ſhe is a noiſy thing, cries 
Mrs. Darlington ; but pow ſhe has taken 
to one of her writing fits again, the houſe; 
will be a little ſtill, for we ſhall ſeldom 
ſee her now, but at meals. She's per- 
fectly rivetted to the deſk, when once 
ſhe begins. How much do you think 
that little ſlut ſquanders yearly, couſin, 
in paper, pens, and ſealing- wax, befides 
the poſtage of letters? Why, madam, 
anſwered I, as my coufin is a very great 
walter, * has ſo ample a circle of correſ- 

| pondents, 
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pondents, I ſhould ſuppoſe ſhe may ex- 
hauſt, in this innocent way, five or fix 
ſhillings a week. Speak louder, child, 
ſaid the old lady, twirling up her ear. I 
had forgot her deafneſs, and, to make 
amends for that forgetfulneſs, repeated 
what I had before ſaid, as loud as I rea- 
ſonably could: but even this effort did 
not anſwer, for Mrs. Darlington ſaid, 
| You need not ſhout, neither, couſin; 1 

am not abſolutely deaf to the noiſe of a 
cannoti—the medium, my dear, betwixt 


a bawl and: a whiſper is the point. Fire 


or {ix ſhillings ! five or ſix and twenty, 
Benignus! I ſtared ! Truth, fays ſhe, 
or l'm not a woman. As 1 had no rea- 
ſon to diſpute this matter, I gave her 
credit for her one pound five, the cer- 
tainty of her ſex ; and obſeryed, that the 
ſum, to be ſure, was not very triſſing, but 
that there was no accounting for propen- 
Ait. Now, it was the great misfor- 
2 87 . tune 


' 
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tune of this lady to hear ſo very little of 


what was ſaid in converſation, chat ſhe 
often made ſad work with one's expreſ- 


Hons, and ſometimes, by catching up one 


word; and loſing another, the meaning 
of the whole ſentiment would frequent- 
ly appear ſo impertinent and offenſive, 
that there was no bearing it unnoticed : 
whenever this happened, the good wo- 
man, ſuppoſing the perſon ſpeaking 
taking an unfair advantage of her infir- 
mity, would loſe all ſort of patience, and, 


_ - without any regard to perſons; fall into 


the moſt violent-paroxyſms of fury, and 
was never known perfectly to forgive the 


perſon whom ſhe imagined ſo to have 


inſulted her. I had no ſooner got to 
the unlucky word propenſiiy, of which 
mne only heard the middle {ſyllable pence, 
upon which I happened to lodge the 
emphaſis, than imagining I diſputed her 
veracity, the colour of confuſion and 

_ anger 


_ 


anger beſpread her face, and ſhe began 
in the following manner: Pende;:ifir; 
pence! As plain as I could ſpeak, $:told 
you ſhillings: what do you mean by 


pence? Methinks tis too early for yo 


fir, who are juſt come into my houſe; to 
invade the laws of hoſpitality, infolr my 


misfortune, and diſpute © my veracity, 


But infirmity is always the butt of boys: 


always laughed at, and always con- 


tradicted: yet I heard you, fir, be af- 
fured: yes, and I can repeat every thing 
you ſaid too: you faid I muſt net tal. 
account of a few pence. I would have 
you to kiiow, ſir, I am not a'mercenary 
woman; I love my niece as well as ever 
parent loved a daughter: nor did 1 with 
to abridge her amuſements; I ſpoke only 
for the ſake of converſation, in a hare 


leſs chit - chat way: but 1 ſhall dearn 


to hold my tongue when I am before 
_ 3 1 ſhall take care what 1 
H 4 ay 
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fay for the future, depend upon it, fir, 
I ſhall. Pence, indeed! Fie upon it, 
fie upon it! What, in the very firſt 
month to behave rudely to me ! I could 
not have imagined it, couſin, 1 could not 
have imagined it! 4 
+ When Mrs. Darlington had Ws 
ber ſpeech to a concluſion, ſhe drew her- 
ielf up into a heap, waved herſelf up and 
; down in her chair, in the true ſee-ſaw of 
diſtreſs, flung her apron over her face, 
began to ſtamp with an angry vehe- 
mence, and ſeemed to mourn (heavily 
that a relation could be ſo cruel to turn 
pounds into pence, and play upon her 
misfortune, becauſe he ſuppoſed ſhe was 
deaf, which - ſhe violently declared ſhe 
was not. I did and ſaid every thing I 
could to exculpate myſelf from the 
charge of either playing upon her mis- 
fortune, or diſputing her veracity, pro- 


teſting that ſhe miſunderſtood me, and 
Vs e 
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that' T hoped ſhe would ever find me 
above the incivilities and cruelties ſhe 
was haſtily led to attribute to me. My 
apologies were vain; ſhe inſiſted vport 
it, that what ſhe did hear, was a flat con- 
tradition of what ſhe had aſſerted, and 
that ſhe did not doubt what ſhe diq not 
hear was downright abuſe. Seeing her 
in this temper, I thought it beſt to leave 
her to herſelf, and accordingly roſe to go 
into another room, till the ſtorm was 
blown over; but this prudent deſign 
made her ten times worſe than ever, and, 
in her idea, ſo: aggravated the offence, 
that ſhe got up with great diſdain, and 
toſſing herſelf out of the room, ſaid 
there was no occaſion for my withdraw - 
ing in the midſt of her miſery, to con- 
vince her that her company was: difa- 
greeable; for as I thought proper to be 
pn gueſt, ſne knew the laws of | polites 
neſs, as well as ſome. folks thaſe-of good 


Hs manners, 
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manners, and ſhould, rather turn herſelf 
cee charter! ten. | 

Being left alone, 1 gave way to the 
pique which her laſt words had occa - 
ſioned, and thinking myſelf ill uſed, 
caught up my hat, and without taking 
leave of a ſingle creature, or ſpeaking 
à word to any one, opened the great door 
myſelf, and ſallied into the ſquare. 
And is there not then, ſaid I, (walk 

ing along the pavement,) is there not 
dene conſiſtent character? Am I never to 
meet with a. fingle being, regular in its 
conduct, and eſtabliſhed in its principles? 
Are all mankind thꝭs variable? Shall I 
never ſimd a perſon to-morrow, like what 
I found him to-day.” Of all women, at 
firſt-fight, Mrs. Darlington appeared the 
beſt natured and the beft bred; Mr. 
Draper ſeemed the moſt foppiſſi and ef- 
feminate of men; the female who fa- 
luted me in the coach, the moſt affable 
ni 1 of 
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of girls; Mr. Skain, the moſt obſequi- 
ous of taylors ; Mr. Abrahams, the moſt 
accompliſhed of ſtewards ; Alicia, the 
happieſt of nieges ; and Spangle, the 
moſt courageous of coxcombs; and yet 
every one of them have changed their 
characters, and, at a ſecond view, are the 
very reverſe of what they appeared at firſt; 
Fronti nulla fides, ſure enough, as Abra- 
hams ſays; why, I ſhall begin to believe 
by-and-by there is not a conſiſtent cha- 
racter - not a ſemper cadem, upon earth. 
neither, anſwers a voice from behind, 
which, on turning round, I obferved 
came from a gentleman walking pretty 
near me. This induced me to quit re- 
flections for the preſent, and to enquire 
of this perſom which was the way to 
Dover-ftreet, intending to treſpaſs, for & 
night or two, (till I could otherwiſe ac- 


wand -myſelf,) upon my friend 
H6 Draper. 
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Draper. The gentleman anſwered with 
great courteſy, but with extreme quic k- 
neſs of ſpeech, that we were at no great 
diſtance from Dover-ſtreet, and that, al- 
though it was the contrary road from 
that he was purſuing, yet that he would 
very readily ſtep back with me through 
the ſquares, and ſet me right. I thanked 
him for his offer, and turning back (for 
J had gone utterly out of the way) we 
walked ſociably and nimbly together. 
You have apartments in Dover-ſtreet, I 
ꝓreſume, fir, queſtioned the gentleman ? 
J have a friend reſides there, fir, replied 
I, with whom 1 am going to paſs the 
night; but being very lately come to 
London, and but à poor recollector of 
ſtreets, I am not yet ſufficient maſter 

of the many iryricate turnings of the 
town. Nor I, neither, I'll affure you, 
fir, reſumed the gentleman, who have 
been fourteen years a houſekeeper in it: 
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the labyrinths of London, I can tell you, 
are not eaſily found out, and a man may 
paſs his whole life here, and mix in all 
its buſtle, yet in many reſpects be a 
ſtranger ſtill, Juſt as he ſaid this, a 
ſudden ſhower. began to pelt us pretty 
ſmartly. Oddſbobs! cries the gentle- 
man, I don't know how you may like 
this fort of amuſement, but I had much 
rather be ſoaking the inſide than the 
outſide, and if you. ſhould not happen to 
be in haſte, I know of a little ſnug 
place hard by, where we might take a 
friendly ſneaker together, and purſue our 
walk as ſoon as the ſhower is over. 
There was ſomething about the ſtranger 
I liked, and agreeing chearfully to his 
propoſal, and obſerving that my time was 
my own, he rubbed his hands pleaſurably 
together, and flapping his hat, ran briſk- 
ly through the rain, till he came to 
the middle of the ſtreet, and entered, 
what 
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what! is NI name of an cat- 


0 H A P. LIE. 


The dn defiring a private room, 
the waiter ſhewed us into a little box up 
one pair of ſtairs, and with innumerable 
+ bends of the body, ſtood attending our 
commands. It's too foon to eat, whiſ- 
pered my guide to me: but theſe houſes 
always expect us to call for ſomething, 
and, therefore, ſuppoſe we order a veal- 
cutlet, a pork- ſteak, or a mutton- chop, 
er any little thing upon earth. Pleaſe 
yourſelf, fir, replied I. nothing comes 
amiſs to me. Well then, bring us, 
waiter, a diſh. of cutlets, a couple of 
ſmall baſons of bouillie, and a falad. 
Perhaps, though, fir, you love tarts: 


ves, 
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yes, I know: you youngſters have a ſweet 
tooth. Harkee, waiter, add a few tarts 
and jellies, and let us have it imme- 
diately. On the table in two minutes, 
gemmin, cried the waiter, and ſkipped 
out of the room like a flaſh of light- 
ning. When he was gone, if you would 
chuſe any little changes, or additions, ſay 
ſo, cries the caterer. Odds - ſo, (laying 
his finger on the bell,) I forgot, this is 
the moſt celebrated houſe in England for 
fauſages— they dreſs them, fir, to a 
nicety; aye, aye, I know they will be 
quite a treat. Up flies the waiter, — 
The gentteman, my friend, (continues 
my obliging provider,) has a fancy to 
taſte Mrs. Broyler's ſuuſages—ſhe is ce- 
lebrated for them, you know, fo you'll 
very ſorry, gemmm, interrupts the 
waiter, can't oblige you, but Mr. Maunge 
had the laſt pound of ſauſages for his 
ſupper ;—have ſome of the fineſt cold 

veniſon 
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veniſon paſty (which was ordered for a 
company which did not come) that ever 
Was taſted. Veniſon paſty, exclaims the 
gentleman again, rubbing his hands with a 
moſt vehement friction — better and better 
ſtill! we are in luck, young gentleman, 
hey? Up with the paſty, Timothy, 


this moment! In the toſs of a pancake, 


replied the waiter, and -clattered down 
airs to provide it.  Ods-fiſh, rejoins 
the gentleman, what heads we have? 
nothing to drink now !—What's your 
liquor, fir? We muſt have a decent 
quantum of liquor, becauſe that is what 
3s chiefly depended upon : eat a mouth- 
ful, and drink ten, that's the landlord's 


maxim; and what I am going to tell 
you will ſound odd, but I affure you this 


little nut-ſhell of a place affords as good 
Madeira as ever was laid to lip, and for 
porter Fronti nulla Ades, as you very 


juſtly * r this unpromiſing but fur- 
niſhes. 


£ 1 


\ 
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niſhes the beſt of every thing, andayho 
would think it, hey? Suppoſe then, ſir, 
anſwered I, we have a bottle of that 
Madeira, and a pot of that porter.— 
Wich a toaſt and a ſhginkle. of the nut- 
meg in the latter, hey ? aſks the gentle- 
man: you are a very ſenſible lad, and 
know what's what, I can ſee that. Upon 
this he ran to the door, and ordered the 
liquors to be brought immediately, This 
was picſcntly dune, and the. ſupper | 
(which the gentleman reliſhed ſurpriſ—- 
ingly, obſerving, that as the hoſteſs was 
his friend, ſhe would think he was 
diſpleaſed if he ſent: the things down 
without taſting) was ſoon over; for my 
ftiend was as briſk at cating, as walking 

and talking. Indeed, every think he did 
or ſaid was abrupt and precipitate. He 
was characteriſed by a keen eye, ſmall 
features, ſmart turn of the countenance, 


and a little round, under-fized perſon ; 
dreſſed 
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dreſſed in a plain "uit of light · blue, 
neither abſolutely good, nor abſolutely 
pod for nothing. A pert fort of flip- 
pancy marked his face, and, were I not 
afraid-of bazarding improper language, 
I ſhould fay, there was I6quacity in bis 
looks. Hie had all the lively ſenſe of 
Mr, Draper, but without any of his ele- 
gande; yet his ſentiments were ſo apreea- 
* bly ſelf-ſufficient; that prattle ſeldom treſ- 
paſſed ſo tirtle upon patience. After he 
had poured in almoſt all the porter, and 
three-fourths of the Madeira, (for 1 de- 
elined more than a glaſs of each,) he be- 
came all jig' and jollity, was as fanciful 
id his attitudes and movements, as a 
Frenchman, ſung catches with aſtoniſh- 
ig Humour, and rung the changes of 
&dnvivial ſentiment ſo facetiouſſy, fome- 
fires playing a tune with his knuckles 
upon the table, and ſometimes ſhewing 
1 mathematical tricks with the glaſſes, 


0 
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that 1 could have liſtened, and Jaughed 
with bim till che E 111 


n 
, 2 g 

"I: 
bd 


CHAP. XC. 


The watchman calling eleven o'clock, 
as he paſſed by our window, made me 
look as if I thought it time to be going; 
which the gentleman perceiving, threw 


vp the ſaſh, and damning the watchiman 


for a talkative ſcoundrel, bade him nos 
diſturb the neighbourhood, but keep his 
knowledge to himfelf. Nay, fir, fays I, 
it is not in the power of ſuch a telktals 
to make me put on my gloves, While I 
am in ſuch company; I feel no inclina- 
tion to mode, 1 nſſure you ſo far from 
it, that 1 am almoſt ready to apply to 
you the compliment which Eve pod to 
oP huſbands | | 


« With 


164 EIBERAL OPINIONS. 
Wich thee convetſing, 1 forger all time, 
" +8 ſeaſons, and their change.. Den nere 

Say you ſo, ſir ? anſwers the gentleman; 
then ring for another bottle, for to tell 
you the truth, I like your company full 
as well as you love mine, and muſt draw 
one more cork to our better acquaint- 
ance. The cork was ſoon drawn, and 
a bumper drank on both | fides, while 
our bands were as cordially ſhaken, as 
if we had been rocked in the ſame 
cradle, and were now reviving the in- 
timagies of youth, To me, cries my 
companion, all ſeaſons are equal; I can 
with equal facility fleep in the day, and 
riſe in the night, or vice ver ſa: I never 
bad the bead-ach in my life, nor 
ever took a doſe of pbyſic ſince I became 
liable to diſtemper: once or twice a 
year indeed, I buy a few bottles full of 
ſtuff from my apothecary, becauſe he 
is a 3 man, and I wiſh to be in 
a his 
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his books but as for ſwallowing any of 
it pardon me in that particular: no, 

ſir, I toſs them for the moſt part into 
the Thames, and at the end of about 
three doſes thus demoliſhed, my apo- 
thecary (ſuppoſing them to have been 
taken), the next time he meets me, can 
ſee they have done their duty, and with 
a very ſolemn phiz, aſſures me I look 
fifty pound better fince I began to take 
his medicines ; while I, charmed with 
the cheat, perfectly agree with him, and, 
to carry on the jeſt, hint to him a ſuſ- 
picion that I verily believe he has ſaved 
my life. If you would live upon any 
terms with your friends, ſir, and they 
have any ching queer about them, a- 
greeably deceive them, and they are 
yours for ever. But is that quite ſo 
honeſt, fir? ſaid I, Pho, anſwers. the 
ſtranger, tis that pious fraud ſo univer- 
 fally 2 by the learned. One 
ill- 
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l-timed truth will ruin a friendſhip of 
twenty years growth, but a million of 
pleaſant: deceptions, will only make a 
man love you a million times the better: 
have tried all ways, and T tell you there 
is but this one ene ow? 
ſo drink about. 

As my Siena fees to be wie 
roughly {killed in the arts of life, I was 
willing to gain ſomething from his ex- 
perience, and briefly recounting to him 
the heads of my hiſtory, I concluded 
by aſking his opinion of my conduct 
and purſuit? With regard to your con- 
duct, ſays he, frankly, I think it is the 
conduct of a very young fellow; and 
with regard to your purſuit, I think it 
is the purſuit of every man breathing: 
but I confeſs you are hunting for it in 
A new way. Ha! Ha! Ha! Droll 
enough, upon my ſoul, Well, my boy 
n that I think 1s your 

name, 
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name, and a very proper name too 
here's to your ſucceſa, with all my heart; 
here's' wiſhing you may. find what you 


are in ſearch of. Off went a freſh 


bumper; 8nd as it was upon a particular 
occaſion, away flew: the glaſs over his 
head. I did not quite ſo well reliſh his 


laugh, though I made an aukward ef- 


neſs and volubility beyond Draper him. 
ſelf, he continued the converſation. - 


— 


CHAP. XCI. 


| And ſo, my dear Benignus, thou art 
ſeriouſly, and boya fide, running up and 
down the world after Happineſs? Hic 
labor, hoc opus eft ! Oh puerility, Oh in- 
experience! Pr'ythee give up the ex- 


matters, 


penſive Faru of travelling after fuch _ | 


matters, and learn all that it was ever in 


the power of human nature” to teach 


you with reſpect to a knowledge of 


mankind in two words, Know thyſelf? 


for in that knowledge is included and 
exhauſted every variety, and every no- 
velty under the ſun, Men waſte the 
flower of youth in turning over books, 
going from place to place, hearing 


what other people ſay, and gaping at 


what other people do; meaſuring earth 
and ſeas, waſting their fortunes, per- 
plexing their heads, and blinding their 
eyes, and then ſitting themſelves impu- 
dently down in an elbow chair, exclaim, 
with all the pomp of ignorance, that 
they have ſeen, and that they know the 
world. Dear- bought, and far-fetched, 


in good truth. One might accommo- - 
date one's'ſelf, fir, with fix times the in- 


telligence, without ſtepping over one's' 
own threſhold. Turn the eye ' inwards, 
* Inwards— 
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 inwards—Your'health, my good friend z 
cloſe argument is of a dry nature—turn, 
T ſay, the eye inwards, inſtead of out- 
wards': inſtead of looking into the 
world, look into your on heart, and 
there you will find ay Wieere epito- 
mized, 
How, fir, ſaid L, is it poſſible I can 
acquire ' nach experience from 
Pry*thee don't put me out, anſwered 
the gentleman : T have read, and ſtared, 
opened my eyes, and opened my mouth, 
and aſked advice, and taken my own 
way, as much as any man. For above 
a dozen years was I, as the poet ſays, 
an idle gazer on the light of heaven; 
and I might perhaps have been an idle 
gazer ſtill, if I had not found out, that 
it was all vexation of ſpirit. ' One book 
told me one thing, which I ſaw abſo- 
litely contradicted in another; and the 
friends whom to day I conſulted, were 
ks. 0 of 


| 
7 
| 
| 
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of quite a different opinion the next 
morning: ſo at laſt, fir, I een gave up 
the hope of wiſdom in mere deſpair, 
ſold off all my books, avoided the com- 


pany of my friends, and in deſpite of 
authors, and all their works, took the 
liberty, like a free- born Engliſhman, to 


think for myſelf. Are books then uſe- | 
leſs, in your opinion, fir ?-faid I, a little 


eagerly. I have not ſaid, rejoined the 
ſtranger, that they are, but a page of 


one's own heart is more worth, my dear 


boy, than a' folio of dull printed elabo- 
rate compoſitions—of ſuch things as are 


no daily vomited from the overcharged 
preſs. Volumes generally expatiate upon 
facts, that the genius of old Flaceus 


would have compreſſed, and that with- 
out crouding the ſenſe, in a fingle leaf, 
Now, as to making the grand tour in 


% 


ſearch of Happineſs, I never heard of a 


more ſleeveleſs errand ; why, I tell you 
again, 


LIBERAL OPINUFONS. 7 


again, aye, and I'll maintain it, alb which 
is done or ſaid in the whole world, is 
written on the tablet of a ſingle heart. 
Every thing human bas been, at one 


time or other, - tranſacted within our- 


ſelves: Indeed, ſaid I, fir Ves, re- 
ſumed he, and eli prove it, as ſoon as 
I've drank this glaſs of Madeira. At one 
moment we act the tyrant, at ano- 
ther the fhave;; now we are inclined to 
-profuſion then, without rhyme or reaſon, 
-ſhifr-tooparfimbny. ' Lou talk of ſud- 
den alterations, and think that Mrs. 
Darlington, and that Mr. Draper, you 
mentioned, ſingular characters. Why, 
what do you mean by fingularity ? 1 
know of no ſuch thing. Tis a mere 

expletive; ound without ſenſei I, Alex- 
ander Green, like the reſt of my fel- 
low harlequias . Vour name is Green, 


We potviſlilß, was there ie vi ſuch a 
VB] I 2 damned 


ſing ſaid I, ist? Pihaw anſwered ny 


0 
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damned queſtion ?— When a man is 
digging into the very bowels of fact— 
(for 1 urn philoſopby) to interrupt 
bim in the utmoſt pith, with a baſe in- 
terrogatory, about his name! What 
does it fignify, whether you call a man, 
Green, Red, White, or Yellow ?—Sir, 
let me finiſh my remarks, and J will be 
all colours in the rainbow at your ſer- 
vice. 1 begged my angry friend to 
proceed; which, after toſſing off ano- 
ther brimmer, and ſhaking me by the 
händ, in token > brig . 
he did;:- 001. 't 
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En my dear; Benignusoeby-thes L 
e name you have 


gt Oh fic! en I); do you, who 


boacas!) have 
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have juſt been upbraiding me ſor tak-i 
ing notice of names do youꝰ Ha 
Hal Ha! that's the very thing, re- 
jomed Green: why I was juſt going 
to tell you that man was the moſt 
laughable contradiction of all God's ani- 


mils l I am, as you are, a compound of 


every thing. Exempli gratia: I have 
played the Proteus fifty times à day. I' 
haye riſen from my bed in a morning, 
with ſo pitiful and raſcally a ſentiment, 
that I grudged myſelf the muffin at 
my breakfaſt, and charged my ſervant 
(on peril of loſiog her place) not to but- 


ter it on both fides: the tea has ſcarce. 


had time to firepgthen i in the pot, when 
this dirty idea has been turned out of 
my head, by ſome ſprightlier fit, which, 
as it brightened the proſpect, rendered 
me more ſociable; and then I have 
been in a humour to! bleſs every body 
about me. Perhaps, in the next hour, 
1541 I 3 I meet 
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Lmeet in my walk ſome crofs.adventure, 
or pick up in my way ſome curſed re- 


flection, and fo it's all over with me 


again. Thus, out of ſorts, T hurry 


home to enjoy the great prerogative of 


a houſe-keeper'z/ to wit, the pleaſure of 
revenging myſelf upon my family. In 
this caſe, my fervants not only know my 
knock; © but the ſtate of the temper 


when that knock is given. Unhappy 


his fate who opens the door i woe to 
the cat, dog, wife, or agg; Which 
ſtands in my way, while I am under this 
malignant influence: preſently, ſir, fa- 


tigue gives me up to drowſineſs I 


ſleep it off, and ſometimes, to the great 
joy of my domeſtics, awake in the beſt 
diſpoſition imaginable. By and by a 
tender ſenſation ſeizes me; I weep, as 
] relieve the woe of the wretched, ſym- 
pathy melts me into tears, and imme - 
_ afterwards the tickling of a fea - 

ther 
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ther convulfes me with laughter: and 
thus, in the ſhort compaſs of twenty- 
four © hours, 'I experience twenty. four 
changes in my conſtitution. Examine 
yourſelf, young gentleman, and then, as 
ſure as this bottle is almoſt at the bot- 
tom, you will find the eaſe your own. 
Were you never at one time prompted 
to the moſt petulant animoſities, yet at 
another ſo peacefully humoured, or elſe 
ſo lazily diſpoſed, that you would put up 
with the ſevereſt injury, rather than be 
at the trouble or pain of reſenting it ? 
Now indolence, now paſſion, now one 
whimſy, now another; firſt freak, then 
ſpleen, now one thing, then another; in 
fine, and to bring my diſcourſe and my 
liquor (Which you ſee runs clear as 
amber to the laſt drop) at once to a 
concluſion, the prevailing maggot of the 
minute carries all before it. And now, 
* what think you of taking 4 farewell 
14 glaſs, 


* 
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_ glaſs, and pledging an innocent draught. 
of ſomething in the ſpirituous way, to 
our next meeting: a ſup of Nantz is a 
very fine thing to ſettle the ſtomach for 
the night; 1 feel myſelf a little fickiſh, 
and ſo pr'ythee, my dear boy, preſs. your 
thumb upon the bell. ; 
The diſcourſe, arguments, method; 

ad geſtures, of this Mr. Green, were fo 
infinitely out of the common road, that I 
could not for ſome. time make him any 
other anſwer to his laſt requeſt, than by 
the filent aſſent of doing, with dumb ſur- 
priſe, as he bid me. In- obedience to 
the ſummons (though! with . much; leſs 
agility than before), the waiter | came | 
winking into the room, with his, waiſt: 
coat unbuttoned, and his napkin tied 
round his head. Briſk, cried: Mr. Green, 
bring up a noggin. of Nantz; and be- 
fore you venture to attack the ſlairs, my 
| 97 pr hee rub (hy eyes a little, 
{61 4 5 1 for 
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for the ſake of thy noſe, for at preſent 
thou art, really walking i in thy ſleep : this 
obſervation. Green accompanied with fo 
awakening a ſlap on the ſhoulder of Mr. 
Briſk, that, it provoked the poor fellow 
to inform us it was paſt three o'clock, 
that all the company were gone out of 
the houſe, that he had a moſt violent 
tooth-ach, and had been obliged. to bind 
up his jaws, and to lull it by a little nap. 
 Aye—aye, poor fellow, eries Green , then 
bring up two noggins of Nantz, and ap- 
, Ply one to thy ow. tooth, my little Briſk. 
Briſk, held his hand to his check, nodded 
ok and, deſcended i into the cellar. 


, 0 | Oey ; N ' 33 4 
Is i Molle! PT 5 75 


+ 4 1 8 0 , 
* 3 4 > * I * 6 #4 ; 
— 11 LM. 40 1 0 — - f 2 * 4 4 . &#* S @ #; 
%. * 


0 H A P. Nel. 1 
With. a very d large port on of remark, 


fhrewdoeks, : r and heer humour, 
| ft 


x78 LIBERAL opIvroNs. 


there was a | 1 65 kenne fe" vill 
rity, and 15 4800 Mr. Green, 
175 (unapt as 92 wWas to 'develope | Harae. 
ters, at that tim 7 did f not ſet iti D n 
as A, man of faſhion. A all excellence 
; is comparative, and as we can only com- 
Pare « one Fnown obje with another, 1 
meaſured this gentleman \ with Mr. Dra- 
per, who, in ſpite of his queernefſes, was 
ſtill my ſtandard. After the moſt im- 
partial ſurvey, Gteen ſhrunk exceeding- 
f: he wanted not only the prepoſfeſſing 
ad vantages of Mr. Draper perſon, but 
1 bis eaſe, his addreſs, his unaffeQednefs, 
| and his deportment. Yet was Green the 
archeſt, drolleſt, dryeſt fellow in the uni- 
verſe, and, ſoon after he had toſſed off the 
Nantz, took affectionately hold of my 
hand, and ſpoke as follows: 2 
Vou are a very young fellow, I ſee, 
Benignus. | I met you, 'or rather” over- 
took you, in the ſtrpet, and accoſted you 


— 


tom meeting with" me, is the neceſſity 
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as you was thinking” aloud. I offered to 
ſhew you the way you had loſt. I in- 


vited you to go with me to a public- 


houſe; you did ſo, and for any thing you 
could tell to the contrary, I might bave 
carried you to à brothel, ſtripped you 
naked, and either turned you adrift; or 
cut your throat. We ate botk ſtrangers. 
What might have been the conſequence 


.of your crediility ? Nay, don't turn pale, 


you are fallen into good hands: the only 
inconvenience you will ever experience 


you will be under to pay the bill; fot 
to tell you the truth, I am a little cut at 
elbows, partly indeed from ſhaking them 
tod often. Fortune has lately played me 
a few of her tricks, and I have a fem 
debts of honour on my hands, which 
make i it convenient for me to be as little 
fond of diſtinction as poſſible.” Vet 1 
venture forth in the duſk, and as it is 

| I 6 not 
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not yet day-light, I. ſhall get home in 
lafety : ſo God bleſs you, my dear boy 
and when you think of Alexander Green, 
nnn 
Beware of your company. Farewell, [ 
will ſend up Briſk. to take the bill. 

So far from being offended. with the 
venial trick Mr. Green bad put upon me, 
J was truly touched with his ſituation, 
and when I conſidered how much more 
fatally he might have taken advantage of 
my ſimplicity, I thought there was, a 
great ſhare of honefly about, him. Of 
this I was preſently more convinced; for 

upon putting five guineas into his hands, 
as „ was going away, he laid down 
| three of them upon the table, and told 
me, that though, he was a gameſter, he 
was not a ſharper, often as thoſe charac- 
ters were united. Luck, he ſaid, was juſt 
now ſorely againſt him, and had driven 
him N for the firſt hg though, 15 

he 


+ 
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he) to the want of a meal. You have 
given me, fir, three meals in one; I will 
keep two guineas, becauſe I happen to 
have a wife, and two or three young kids 
at home, and till I turn up trumps again, 
it's like to be a loſing game with them. 
Two guineas, therefore, will, as ſhe 
knows how to play her cards as well as 
any body, keep the honours in her hand, 
with to butcher and baker, and ſo 
forth; but IU. touch no more: not 
that I pretend to any niceties, but as] have 
drawn you to the verge of the precipice, 
and made you pay decently for ſhewing 
you the danger, III be damned before I 
ſhove you headlong to. the bottom, an 
o ſpoil. one of the beſt things 1 ever did 
fince 1 was created : and ſo good. night 
to you,——Saying this, he tied a hand- 
kerchief looſely round his neck, and 
again ſhaking me by the hand, ran down 
ſtairs 3 leaving me to paſs the remainder 
* 9 ann 
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- Hina: e ſuch was the Ake 
Mf. Given had given me, that I by 
no means repented the accident which 
brought us together, even though it pre- 
vented mie frotm getting a bed; for after 
Tad Faid the Bill?” and complimented 
Mr. Briſk the waiter, he inforttied tie 
T” cu not have 2 lagisg there, if I 
Would give the world for it; at the ſame 
time telling me, that a chamber. oounſel 
decupied the firſt floor bed chamber, that 
his miſtreſs lay in the two. palr-of-ſtaits, 

that a countty curate had taken one of 
the garrets till Saturday, the other was 


en by the quarter to four hackney 
writers, 
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writes, won piggeck rogathier in the 
wight; and ſerbbfe l togerer an at elt 
ih che day; and chat the estigg· Tœhmp and 
kitchen were full with the cook; himſelf, 
and other ſervants; a6ding” that he did 
not think hererives ſpace beſides ſuf 
clent for à cat tõ tuck herſelf round til 
the morning: But, fir, Tays he, there's 
a houſe not a vaſt way off, where you 
may reſt; which is open at all houts, on 


-purpoſe for tagging gentlemen; or, 1 
dean perhaps get yoiir honbür 4 char, 
- which will carry you” to your? lodgings. 
Thinking it eicher too late, or too early, 
to go to Draper's, I confented to the po- 
polal of tlie ſedan which being called, 
Mr. Brifk ordered the chairman to en- 
box me, and Gonvey me with great cite 
to the Hummums. — This Hummums 
had ſomething to me in tlie found I did 
not like; and the terrible image which 
"Mfr. Alexander” Green had drawn before 

iN me, 
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tegel me, thas rapped mth windan, 
and directed the fellows, at all. events, to 
eonvey. me to Dover-ſtreet, and ſet down 
at; the corner. houſe on the, right-hand. 
When. arrived there, Draper, ſo far 
fom being in bed, as I expected, was 
fitting alone in his dining: room, with a 
book in bis hand, and the moment he 
fav me, ſprang up with his uſual xivacity, 
and ſaid he expected me tier bours ago, 
8s. Mrs, Darlington had ent, to bis houſe 
an aceopnt of the quarrel, ſame police con- 
cefſions, and a tender invitation to return. 
- There, wy dear Benignus, is the lady's 
card; civil enough, and s much ag,you 
Fan expect from an old. woman: —but 
angie fon! t go there to live any more; 
tis not the place for a young fellow: 


ow is a monſtrous large houſe—you. are 
2 kind of lad that F love, and if you 


"Ron's diflie me, there is. bed, up Oops 
; g wWhic 


em 
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which you will accept of. IWas pleaſed 
coufin, as I by no means wiſhed to break 
with her, and her meſſage took a heavy 
load, from my, heart; for when paſſion 
cools, any alienation or eſtrangement from | 
our friends is a moſt ſhocking ſenſation. 
By the bye, ſays Draper, who do you 

think brought the-card ? Your old friend 
Benjamin, and the poor boy was crying 
in my houſe ready to burſt himſelf, and 
begging me upon his knees, to preſs yore 
return to Cavendiſh- ſquare. 

I felt and underſtood the tears of ke; 
neſt Benjamin, but did not think proper 
to explain them. And now, cries Dra- 
per, what the deuce has become of you 
fince you left Darlington's in uch 4 
huff? Mou flew off in a tangent of deli- 
cacy your dearly be loved delicacy,.. 1 
find! 1 related to him my adventure at 
e and there were tears in 

ina his 
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kis eyes when I finiſhed Poor Green l 
ſaid he Muhny a worſeccharacter than he 
might have trepanned you into 7a. more 
ſplendid apartment, and had leſs mercy 
on your fimplicity. ; Well, Benignus, go 
to bed and ſſeep: lie down a child, and. 
riſe a man. Not ill pleaſed with having 
eſcaped the Hummums, and found all 
matters ſo well at Dazlington's, I retired 
to repoſe, and did npt long wait the em- 
braces of ſleep: While Draper (as I had 
afterwards creaſon to believe) retired to 
the embraces of a very different nature; 
for Priſeilla had thought proper to re- 
turn, and Draper had ſufficient attach- 
ment to roceivecher again in his train. 
By eight o'clock in the morning, poor 
Benjamin came of his own accord to 
Mr. Draper's, and upon hearing I was 
there, became ſo tranſported . with joy, 
that: he ebuld not be reſtrained from 
EP into my chamber, and even 
opening 
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opening my eurtains to ſatisfy his grate- 
ful heart. I bring you; fir; ſaid he, the 
. kindeſt love from both my miſtreſſes and 
uncle, and all the ſervants, from one 
kind as to come home. Beryaminz an- 
ſwered I, ſtep down ſtairs, my lad, and IL 
will be with you preſentiy. As ſoon as 
1 was dreſſed, I wrote a very civil card 
to my couſins, promiſing myſelf fre- 
quentiy the pleaſure of waiting on them, 
and acquainting chem with the reſolu- 
tion Draper and I, as two young batche- 
lors, had taken to reſide together, &. 
then going two Benjamin (whom I found 
bruſhing my hat in the face of the only 
ſervant of Draper's that was out of bed, 
and he ſtantling idle with a duſter in his 
hand), Here, Ben, ſaid Ig carry this, 
with my compliments, to your ladies, 
and pray don't forget me to your uncle: 
ben you are at leiſure too, Mr. Ben, 
„f I Will 
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un þ Lu to bring my portman- 
teau, in u hackney-coach, as 1 ſhall 
ſpend * New time at Mr. Draper's. 
And ſo then, fr, replies Benjamin, with 
4 inielancholy voce, we are not to have 
you I find! I was at ſome pains to Ju 
this excellent young fellow, as. to my 
continuance in Dover- ſtreet; but at laſt 
effected it, by aſſurzug bim be would 
fee me ar Mrs Darlington b, agreeable: 
to the ptomiſe in my letter almoſt every 
day. This comforted him excœedingly; 
and juſt as he wit ſetting off, by ſome 
means or other, the lower bottom-hole 
df my coat eadght"in 1 little hook at: 
the bottom of the banniſters ( in turning 
10, gol op fairs), and tbre a (piece com- 
pletely u.] Now, laid I, my poor 
ſuir of black tis all over with thee; 
conſtant companions we have been a 
long time; but thy hour is come at laſt, 
andi us muſt part. I' any ſure; replies 


1 I . 


— 
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Benjamin, if the coat could ſpeak; fir, 
it would be ſorry to leave ſo good a 
maſter; but your honour has talked 
about a new ſuit a long while, and if 
you are not provided with a taylor, I 
can recommend you to a neat workman, 


and, one of the tip- top ſort. Pr ythee 
ſend him then, ſaid I, Benjamin; for 1 


am ſo ſtrange a fellow as to let a thing 
tumble from my back before I go 
about repairing it; and though I am this 
day to dine with my agent, have I no- 
thing fit to put on: however, ſend. your 
friend, and perhaps he may mend this 
till he can make another. He ſhall be 
with you directly, fir, replies Benjamin 
—he's a- kin to Nancy Dennis, though, 
between ourſelves, rather ſhy of ſpeak- 
ing to her, becauſe he's above the 
world, as the ſaying is. How is Nancy, 
Benjamin: return d I ; I. wiſh your 
friendſhip for one angther magen, ſoft- 


int en 
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into a tender paſſion, Benjamin, be- 
Fore ybu are aware: What think-you'? 
I- IL-IàI ſend the taylor to yon imme- 
\ giately,fir, ſays Berjamin, bluſtring and 
Ntathnhering: das he” gently ſtiut to the 
dor: Having an hour or two upon 
my hands, and not finding myſelf in the 
leaſt drowſy, although 1 had ſo little 
reſt, I fat myſelf down'to Mr. Draper's 
deſk, and wrote one letter to Mr. 
Greaves, one to my attorney near my 
village, and one to poor Mr. Blewitt, to 
whom 1 had already ſent a meſſage, of 
the nature of which the reader will be 
in due time acquainted (as he will, 
Would 1 have life to introduce them) 
with a great many other matters of im- 
Portance: for, probably, there are many 
petſons he meets with in this hiſtory, 
with whom he would like to cultivate 
3 egg and thus 
fer therefore I will venture to aſſure 
9 him, 
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him, that moſt of the characters which 
have already figured in this narrative, 
will make their ſecond appearance, when 
it is proper to bring them on the ſcene ; 
and before theſe papers are concluded, 
the agreeable ſurpriſes - of Providence 
will preſent him with the fall of the 
mercenary grocer (who I truſts is not 
forgotten), and the re-flouriſhing for- 
tunes of the benevolent Blewitt. But 
this is an anticipation I give into, merely 
for the quiet of the kind hearted reader, 
to whom I would reconcile all that is 
here inſerted for his entertainment: aſter 
this promiſe, therefore, it is expected he 
will at leaſt reward me with his patience, 
and permit me to diſplay circumſtances, 
not juſt as might be wiſhed, nor juſt 
agreeable to the laws of romance and 
comedy, but juſt as they actually hap- 
n in the natural p We things, 
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0 Wann my feat! upon 
dhe wax of Mr. Blewitt's letter, a ſer- 
vant informed one that the taylor was 
waiting for me below: upon being 
uſhered into the ſtudy, he ſaid, attended 
my pleaſure, by requeſt of Mr. Ben. 
noured by my commands. You will 
make me up a ſuit of genteel balf- 
mourning, ſaid I, and as mene 
t. i an 
Upon this, 3 
ments of menſuration, and began to 
make ſome ſmall objections to certain 
particulars in the workmanſhip and taſte 
of my / preſent habiliments ; ; — 
with an acute eye of „while he 
was c and nipping * parch- 

TA II | ment, 
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ment, that he faw the fellow who cut 
out my clothes, would have disfigured' 
me, if he could: So cobbled job, fir, 
cries he, I never yet'ſaw. What do you 
chiefly diſlike in the thing, replied 19 
Oh, fir, anſwers the taylor, it is very 
impertinent in me to diſlike any thing 
a gentleman pleaſes to wear; and mor- 
over, it looks like diſparaging another 
man's labour: but as to theſe clothes, 
fir, the Skip,” begging your pardon, ought 
to be run through the eyes with his own 
needle : tho' indeed one would think 
he had loſt his eye- -fight long ago; for 
look, fir, the lleeves are too little, the 
ſkirts too ſhort, the flaps too long, the 
cheſt too narrow, and the collar too 
broad: then, ſir, what a Mtimping waiſt-" 
coat is here! neither cut, nor turn, nor 
ſlope, nor figure : Oh the wretch !” And 
as to the breeches, why they are mere 
bopſacks. I do not mean to prejudice 
Vor. III. K you, 


_ e Rt 
_ 1 = =_ n — 
— 


| 1 drew two poſitive inferences; firſt, 
that J had hitherto employed the worſt 
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you, ſir, againſt the man, becauſe, no 
doubt, he bas done his beſt, I ſhall 
only obſerve, that I will do mine. 

_ Here he dropt upon one knee, and 
work was not only badly cut out, but 
worſe put together; for this connoiſſeur 
preſently found out, that the buttons 
were not equidiſtant, the ſeams· were in- 
elegantiy finiſhed, che plaits wete un- 


eyen, and the button. holes were boge 


&* led. 541 
Nom, from 3 


and wickedeſt taylor that ever threaded 
a needle, and that I was now going to 
employ one of the moſt, honeſt and in- 
genious of his trade. This, indeed, he 
ſoon thought proper to confirm with his 


own: mouth, by aſſuring me, that 1 


/- ſhould 
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ſhould uo have a ſult fit for a- Chriſ- 
tian; that it ſhould grow to me as 10 
fir] as if I was born with it; that he 
had the horiour to work for ſome of the 
firſt people in the kingdom, and, arnongft 

others, for ſottic'of the 'b/pvd royal. © 
At this awful intelligence he purſed 
up his mouth, firotked his chin, and 
made a pauſe; appearing perfectly to 
underſtand the importance of taking leave _ 
at che criticalatime ;*roNay a moment 
beyond which; is often to "oulſtay the 
moment of ctlat and digrity; Having 
finiſhed therefote his climax, cloſing it 
full upon the ſacred perſous, yea, upon 
the very backs of che Blood Royal, he 
male His bow nd , in che lame JR” 
cious iuftant. {al eie or 
He had deter Mul the door, deore 
I caſt my eye upoſ the licerated bütton- 
hole, which T flly- ibtenided he fhould 
in foie meafure repair upon the ſpot; 
K 2 yet 


/ 
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yet ſuch a ſtickler was I, at that moment, 


for the preſervation of dignity, that I 


determined to viſit my friend, with, a rent 


in my garment, rather than lower the 
man's conſequence, by calling him back 


to the ignominy of threading a needle : 


and ſo off walked: the tay lor, without the 
leaſt diminution of his character or . 


| ſciouſneſs. 1 


By this time che well. had bell of Mr. 


Draper. began to tingle, and I took the 
liberty of a friend to run up to his 


chamber, and amuſe him with the adven- 


ture. I wiſh, ſaid he, Benignus, you 
could wave your appointment with that 


ee fellow, your Went, al to- 


apology to Parſons, fay you. will, meet 


bim to-morrow, and dedicate, the preſent 


time to mirth, and to me. 
Such was the grace with which, this 


young gentleman ahnays ſpoke, when be. 
2 SY; wiſhed 


4 
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wiſhed to perſuade, and by perſuaſion 
to gain his purpoſe ; the ſmile upon his 
cheek looked ſuch affability, and his air 
was fo attracting, that, whether he in- 
vited to pleaſure, or to buſineſs, he was 
ſure to conquer. 1 agreed to attend him, 
and went down again into the library to 
ſibble an apology to the agent; 1 
which indiſcretion I once more beg 
don of the mercantile reader, fa 1 


- 


" - Cont 2 


«0 


ſpite of all Tan fay, however, hath af” _... 


ſuredly given me up, as a thoughtleſs 
young fellow, who would never come 
to any thing. enn 

T be truſty Benjamin now came loaded 
with my portmanteau, which he had laid 
over his own ſhoulder ; fo” that 'T was 


enabled to dreſs myſelf with more neat- 


neſs. Well „Benjamin, faid J, how are 
the ladies, and your uncle? Ah, fir, an- 
ſwered the good youth, they are but ſo, 
1 Miss Alicia is very indifferent in- 
| K 3 deed : 


Gb 
8 * 
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deed ;.the houſe looks as. if it wanted 
ſomething : methoughts too my young 
Lady bas—but I aſk pardon, fir: may- 
hap I ſhall, fay more than becomes me, 
Speak gn, Benjamin, rejoined 1; I am 
your friend.—Pixg replies, Ben, you are 
a. gaadlite young gentleman, as a woman 
ſhall ſee ; and as miſs is à little meln. 
_ ebaliſh,, I Sant help thinking the pines 2 
little bit after 90, fir. :,nay, fir, don't be 
angry, but I, m partly, almoſt ſure af its 
for For what, Ben? ſaid I, ſmilings 
For did nat you obſerve, fir, | cries Ben, 
how her colour went and came the other 
day, when you and ſhe were ſtanding at 
the parlour- door, and bow, the ,bluſhed 
up, and, was fluſtered becauſe I happened 
10 go by, aud ſee; yau looking ar one 
another Well, fir, pray: don't be of- 
fended, but the's a ſweet lady, and. I am 
renn yd! de: 0 br 57 
Hearing Mr, Diaper, ame down ſtairs, 
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L interrupted Berjamin, by jocoſely thank- 
ing him for his intelligence, and telling 
him that, as I ſaw he was a keen ob- 
ſerver, I muſt mind my looks for the 
future, 

This compliment fo perfectly delighted 
him (ſuch is the omnipotence of flattery, 
from whoſe inſinuating qualities even fim- | 
plicity is not guarded); that; with an un- 
acbuſtomed air of ſufßeieney, he ſaid, Ves, 
yes, fir, I gueſſed in a moment; where. 
abouts the wind fat; and though I ſay itz 
who ſhould zo ſay it, I believe I can 
ſee as far into a mill-ſtone, as he that 
pecks it. t ; 
This obſervation: lifted up the lad's 
head; and, like a man who had juſt dif 
covered his ſagacity, he ſtrutted away 
with as aſſured a ſtep, as if he had that 
moment dropt the commoner; and had 
=o title, in futuro, to wear a: ſtar 

: K 4 upon 
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upon his coat, and a coronet upon his 
— 


* 
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I had in my own mind given a week 
for the putting together my new clothes, 
but how Tejoiced and ſurpriſed was I to 
find A man with a bundle wrapt up in a 
green cloth at Mr. Draper's door, early 
enough in the ſame evening for our me- 
ditated excurſion: I ran up into my 
chamber followed by the man, who, as 

if by inſtinct, left his ſhoes (in which, 
by the bye, he went ſlipſhod) at the bot- 
tom of the ſtairs: and will your honour 
be kind enough to try them on? de- 
manded the fellow, betraying the broad 
brogue of his country. My maſter will 
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be fter coming herb with He: in à mo- 
ment. The Iriſhman ſpdke partly truth 
for the botcher: to the blood royal, juſt 
as I had ſtripped, came dropping his 
chin upon his breaſt, and ſliding a reſ- 
pectful foot along the floor like a well- 
bred taylor, while the ſhapman (whoſe 
garters were gaping from the knees of 
his breeches) retreated as became him, 
ſtep. by ſtep, in proportion to the ad- 
Mace of His governo. 

Vour moſt obedient; fir, ſaid the 1 
1000 in chief, permit me to aſſiſt you; 
helping me at the ſame time to put on 
the coat, and ſaying I need not trouble 
myſelf about the breeches, as he was cer- 
tain they muſt fit. Nay, continued he— 
I was ſure I could do it, if any man in 
England could. I was poſitive certain 
of it: you have ſuch a ſhape, ſir, that a 
man hath credit in working for you. 


Here, Skip, lodkee here's a fall in the 
K 5 ſhoulders ! 
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-fhoulders4:Arrab; maſter,,anſwered\Skig, 
the gontlemjr is'a neat: made crd2tur ſure 
enough. But, chere then, Skip, if you 
talk of make, here's a back l ſir, you are 
à pattern to put out by. Now I think 
nt, I wiſr you W lo kind toe dip 
on the breeches. 

I complied” with his raja; after 
which he exclaimed in a tranſport— 
There then; Skip !—there's a thigh ſet 

off! there's wax for 'you'! —why, fir 
erging your” pardon, you! were really 
diſguiſed before, you were indeed for I 
do declare, you are a man of a million: 

had you indeed, been as crooked as a 
bottle · crew, I could have brought you 
into ſhape, but you don't want any lifts 

from me. No, that's a ſure thingy ſaid 
Skip. The maſter then turned me round, 
ſmoothed my arms, and faſtened the firſt 
button of my ot. can aim 

of FER . de eighth or id, 
Waldo! 8 ſaid 
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faid I, fir, over the breaſt here? Not at 
all, ſir—eaſy as a glove after an hour's 
wearing. Pleaſe to play your arm, fir, 
and ſee that you have room enough 
don't be afraid, fir—it paſſed through 
many good hands before it came to Skip, 
who is only the finiſher—T'l warrant the 
work. Upon this, I extended my right- 


arm pretty forcibly, and lo! the ſtitches 


flew from the elbow to the ſhoulder. I 
was preparing an obſervation, when turn- 


vigorouſly at the ears of the finiſher, 


cally. Sirrah, if you was not in a gen- 
tleman's houſe, I would murder you for 
this, faid the taylor; and then, coming 
to me—Sir, I aſk your pardon, I am 
grieved at the diſappointment, but it is 
not my fault, I only cut out the work— 
Here he wiped the ſweat from his face 
wih his finger, and then, ſnapping that 
| K 6 finger 


ing about, I ſaw the undeftaker tugging 


who began to howl moſt charateriſti- 


— — — — SS. — — 
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finger againſt its next neighbour, "Ty 
Sir, I'll run the ſtitches oyer again myſelf. 


He then. ſquatted croſs-legged on the 


floor, ſaying, he was not, he thanked 
God, above his buſineſs, like ſome he 
could mention ; and being ſupplied by 
Skip with thimble, thread, ' needle, and 
ſeiſſars, he ſoon repaired the damages. 
There, fir, ſays he---but I am almoſt 


aſhamed to ſee you---I have not had ſuch 


a thing happen theſe ſeven years---Oh. 
Skip, how could you be ſo damned, con- 


founded careleſs !--- Saying this, he went 


away puffing and fretting, with Skip at 


his heels---abſolutely refuſing payment 
till the ſum was worth aſking for; an 


_ - expreſſion, which at that time, appeared 


ſomewhat ſtrange, but of which I have 


fince had many woeful explanations, In- 
deed, the principles upon which the Lon- 
don tradeſmen act, are pretty uniform: 
they give credit in proportion to the ap- 

| - pearance 
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pearance of the cuſtomer; ſplendour at- 
tracts their obſequiouſneſs, and ſhabbi- 
neſs their contempt :. yet, is it not ſo 
much from pride, as ſheer intereſt. 
Shabbineſs does not even carry proſpect 
of payment along with it; while ſplen- 
dour has at leaſt the air of a fortune, and 
ſeems able to diſcharge een qe running 
account of a taylor. 

Alas, poor Sudberry ! while the ſmile of 
good fortune ſhone upon thee, whom fo 
reſpected, whom ſo entruſted, by the venal 
Skain? But when, in the tenderneſs of her 
heart, thy faithful partner depoſited in the 
wretch's hands that precious likeneſs of all 
ſhe loved, how (from that fingle circum- 
ſtance of thy neceſſity) how altered was 
the ſcene ? The long ſeries of honoura- 
ble exaCtneſs-.-the delicate intercourſe--- 
which for many a fair year thou hadſt 
maintained, was in a moment forgotten ! 
How differently did the hardened creditar 
| view 
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view thy -porttait, from thy lovely com- 
punion! With a trembling hand. He ven- 
tured it from her: the gave the copy, 
as ranſom fot the original; yet ere ſhe 
Hazarded it out of her fight, ſhe often 
kifſed—often- bathed it with an Mec- 
tionate tear, and often preſſed it to her 
boſom : hile the inhuman caitiff, on 
the other hand, regarded only the fur- 
rounding ornaments, tore the dear image 
from the wife's embraces, and uſed it 
as be would have uſcd, for goin, the 
: fnilieude of his Redeemer. | 
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There was 2 "lookingcotaſs on my 
dreffing-table, that reflected my perſon 
in all the decotations of my new dreſs : 


md reallythe'taylor had done me juſtice 
WY | at 
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at laſt for whether I received any ad- 
ditions from à flouriſhedd hutton-hble, 
ot from the ſable chain that bound the 
edges, or whether grey was more bes 
coming to me than a darker colour, I 
cannot determine, but I certainly looked 
much more like a man, whom ſomebody 
knew, and who knew ſomebody,” than 1 
did an hour before; and that I might 
be all of a piece, I indulged the vanity 
of employing Mr. Draper's valet, to tor» 
ture my locks (which were rude and re- 
dundant) into taſte. I adjoined to theſe 
advantages, the charms of clean linen, 
with the benefits of ſoap and water, and 
made friends with the footman to make 
my ſhoes as black and gloſſy as my 
ſtockings. Thus equipped, I walked» - 
if I remember right, rather with more 
uprightneſs than uſual into the par- 
lour. Draper had that moment done 
greffing! (his hair being finiſhed before I 
8 40 had 
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had left the-taylor to the blood-r6ysl); 

and, poſfibly, no man at ſive and twenty 
ever diſplayed a finer figure than he 
made at this inſtant: he was all elegance, 
eaſe, breeding, and accompliſhment, with 
leſs vanity, and with more excuſes to be 
vain,” than moſt young people of the 
age. Upon my word, Benignus, cried 
he, as ſoon as he ſaw me, you are dreſſ- 
ed for execution: I was thinking of 
giving Miſs Dickens's poor old mother 
a call in the morning, and you fhalb ac- 
company me; for I am determined that 
Spangle ſhall not | poſſeſs ſo much in- 
nocence; and, by the bye, I have al- 
ready taken care of that, and have re- 
ceived from the old lady a cordial invi- 
tation to breakfaſt.” I will attend you, 
ſaid I, with joy, and am almoſt ready to 
kneel down to you, as the guardian- 
angel of endangered virtue. Very well 
oben indeed, replied Draper, tying » 
Tir dt 


/ 
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his garter, and a very pretty ſentence. 
Ha ! ha! Guardian- angel indeed! I fave 
the girl, becauſe I would not have her 
fall into the hands of a coxcomb, who 
I believe cannot give her even carnal 
_ ſatisfaction, in exchange for her chaſtity 
| —yet, ſhe will be ever ſacred from any 
defigns of mine: I care not how much 
beauty is thrown into my arms, by that 
mere jackal Tom Spangſe ; - becauſe, if I 
did not receive it, the fellow would leave 
it, after the firſt night's lodging, to the. 
bawd, or the ſtews; and a ruined wo- 
man, ſhall always find refuge; either in 
my purſe, or; my bed- chamber, Benig- 
nus. Burt. ſtill, ardent; as I am, I bring 
no woman from the ſhade of honour, to 
the ſtreets of ſhame 3 whom I raiſe with 
one hand, I never deſtroy with the 
other; and may this ſword, which I am 
now taking from this hook, ſend my 
ſoul to eternal anguiſh, if I would ſe- 

duce 
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due the anpelic wiſe of Swilberry, to be 
in. full poſefion of the Grand Seignor's 
ſeraglio- Not ſeduce her; Lay, Benig- 
uus; pet, if ſhe (of ber own free win) 
preferred-me io Sudberry, would ruſh to 
her boſom in all the luxury of throbbing 

expectation, let the conſequenee be what 
it might. By the bye, Benignus, you 
ſhould 40 ſomething! for that family; 
_ kgainſb4beit uifit xe will think of a me. 
thod : at preſent, we have an evening 
upon aur bands, and Ii Uefign to take 
_ eare itſhall not hang heavily upon them. 
The chariot was now ordered to the 
d vor; and we were driven in it, agrees 
able to Mr. - Draper's directions, to a 
beautiful villa about two miles and a 
half from the town; ſo that I appre- 
hended he was going to paſs the evening 
with ſome'agreeable family. The houſe 
was pleaſantly ſituated at a proper dif- 
2 — the ** amidſt the 
22111 f : umbrage 


ARAL OPINIONS 217 


umbrage of trees, the verdure of graſge 
plats, and the variegation of flowers; 
the air about this time grew extremely 
ſerene; and the door was opened to u 
by A female ſeryant. Tien r ot 
\. There ih u ftenge palpication . ſeizes 
the. young heart (accompanied by a cer- 
tain degree of awe). wheneyer the eye 
is truck with ſcenes, to which it is un- 
familiariſed. I trembled to the very 
foot, as I entered a houſe, of whoſe in- 
habitants L ne nothing; and the con-. 
verſation of Mr. Draper, a ſhort time 
before,, did not ſerve to leſſen my con- 

fun: We were. defired to repale 3 
moment in 2.room-—My miſtreſs, 2 
men, ſaid the maid; fimperiag, is walks 
ing with he ladies in the garden. Very 
well, Luey, cried Draper, well g0 to her 
there: come, Sir James, (p to me 
under, that. title); let, ug-ſee. if we can 
find them. The ſervant now 2 
dad a glals 
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x glaſs” door, and we Paſſed ute the 
garden.” eier A2 S097 Bur ster 
It was the — May, and the 
weather, which, upon m Wag 8 
town, was remarksbly*% d, was now 
a8 remarkably warm; but it the time of 
our walking in the garden, the evening 
bree zes brought with" them the bleffing 
of coolneſs. The erg elf ation 
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++ Of thickeſt;coyert was th inwoven bade rl 


Laurel and myrtle, and what. higher grew 
Of firm and fragrant leaf; on either fide * 
= 


Acanthus, und each odorous buſhy ſhrub, 
Fen&d up tie verdaut wall; each beauteout flo 
Iris, all hives; /rofes; and 5 
Rais'd bigh-1heir florid _— 
Under foo the violer,, , , 
Crocus, and hyacinth with 1 nich inlay, 
on A 


- ff . - A 
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2 we had rambled 5 ſome time 
amid” <q" wilderneſs" ſweets,” the 
* 5 3 | found 
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ſound of a, female voice came ſoftened 
through the ſhade, and on ſtanding ſtill 
to liſten, the trills of the tune were 
ſuited to alarm the pulſes of youth : 
when the ſong was finiſhed, we walked 
forward till we came within view of 2 
bower, where ſeveral young ladies, with 
a matron, in the midſt, were drinking 
ſherbet. "My tremor increaſed as I came 
near them, and yet I by no means yiſh- 
ed to retire. Dra per addreſſed the ma- 
tron with great familjarity, and, with as 
little ceremony, gave every one of her 
daughters (for ſuch 1 thought them) 
a, kiſs, defiging me afterwards to follow 
his example; to which, the young lad oi: 
ſeemed to expreſz no averſion : 
undertook. the point with, leſs — 
than might be expected from my natu- 
ral baſhfulneſs. Elegance, variety, and 5 
faſhion, appeared to ſyperingend the 
n forms, jad, dreſſes, of theſe, 

young 
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Ny Won enteret hit qprightly con- 
vetfation; for tlie ladies were by no th&ans” 
referved';" alt © methought they talked 4 
little oddly before ſtrangers, (for Tuck T 
was bertainy,) about the delights of love, 
and the voluptuouſheſs of "bathirſg at 
ſunſet: Draper too Was a little more” 
free thin T' ever fav Hun, eben with the 
frdtickfome Alita“ de laid," to one o 
the ladies, that a bed of violets was the” 
bed of Paradiſt to another, that Eve 
ſmelt upbn Uſes when ſlue conceived i 
| ang” 0 1 third, chat ſhe Was ſport for 


ads | _ Jove. 
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Jove. Preſently, we roſe to .ramble 
rouad the garden, (which; however, in 
one particular was by no means ke that 
of Eden, ) and it was not long before the 
company ſcattered-. I took advantage 
of this, and entering à little thicket of 
mut- trees, began (as the reader knows it 
was: uſual with me) to whiſper forth my 
meditations.” And whether: hath thy 
changeable, ſtars thrown thee vo., Be- 
nignus ? Amidſt regions of real ſpring, 
op viſionary: verdureꝰ Amongſt a circle of 

blood, or imaginary goddeſſesꝰ Intone 
word: is it · ſubſtance, or is itſhadow? If 
ſhadow, mayſt thou ſlumber under the 
ſweet enchantment for ever! If ſab: 
ſtance, ſurely it is not mare natural than 
it is innocent, to enjoy it — What un- 
common ſenſations ſeize me I never 
felt ſuch feveriſn, yet not undelightful 
attacks before Heigho! how my heart 

ſprings 
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ſprings! how my cheek burns !—what 
the deuce is the matter with me? 
Heigho I walked out of the thicket, 
and met one of the ladies gathering ſome 
flowers Mhich bordered the ſide of it. 
Ic aſſiſted her, and pillaged the whole 
bed, to make her noſegay. Don't 
trouble youſelf, fir, ſaid ſhe, diſplaying 
a dimple, and the moſt regular ranges 
of white teeth I ever ſaw. We walked 
together, / and - deviated from the paths 
into ſome ſhady mazes—there, as we 
were gliding along, ſomething caught 
her hy the ſhoe-buckle, and in attempt - 
ing briſkly to recover herſelf—ſhe fell 
down. Vet, where was all my good- 
nature? Where even my courteſy to a 
woman? I ſureſꝝ loſt it all; for though 
ſhe came with ſome ſhew of violence 
(indeed ſhe fell upon a paigle bank), 
I never once endeavoured to take her 
Gu E how or another, her gown 

i (which 
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(which was of the pureſt white), and her 
under garments (which were white alſo), 
were ſo diſcompoſed by the tumble, that 
certainly, if I had retained ever ſo ſmall 
a ſhare of friendlineſs for a fellow- 
creature in diſtreſs, I ſhould have in- 
ſtantly knelt down to ſmooth them: 
however, to my ſhame be it ſpoken, 

I again confeſs—T did it not. : 


CHA P, XCIX. 


"When, by her own efforts, ſhe had 

got upon her legs, I ran to her, with 
uncommon ardour, and drew her cloſe 
to my own boſom—the heart was for- 
.cibly ſtruck, and paſſion came ruſhing 
upon me (arrayed in the moſt bewitch- 
ing temptation) without giving me a 
moment's warning. She was formed for 

You. II. love, 


Shi OL 
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g A 


love, and I imprinted the kiſs, till it 
echoed on her lip. Ripe as the roſe in 
richneſs, in fragrance, and in colour, were 
the | cheeks. of this lady 3 and, as I con- 
tinued to preſs) them to my own, her 

head ſunk ſoft upon my ſhoulder, while 


ber hand dropt languiſhingly down by 
her ſide, and reſted upon mine. Vitally 
inſpired by this, the bluſh: deepened, and 
the zephyr afforded a tender coolneſs, 

not inconſiſtent with the occaſion. 


The lady told me that her name was 
Lucy, that ſhe was her own miſtreſs, 
that ſhe was very apt to fall in love, : 
and that indeed ſhe lived at preſent in | 
a very loving family; in a minute or 
two afterwards,. ſhe took a fancy to 
TS my 
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my mem watch- chain, ande upon drawing 
it from my pocket, and finding ſhe 
made no objection to the watch itſelf, 
J gave her both; She tien mentioned 
ſomething about ſprig ſilks; and point- 


ing to a lilac then in her hand, ſaid 
| the ſnould, of all bings, doat upon a ſack 
exactly of that colour; and in conclu- 
cluſion gave me a gentle ſlap upon the 
cheek with a myrtle ſprig, wiſhing at 
the ſame n in Tn 5 my 

was bed-time. | 
This laſt es it was, which in- 
duced me to examine her eyes. Very 
true indeed, ſparkled they, my lady tells 
you the truth; if you can't read ſo plain 
a page, then art thou no ſchola . 
The room into which ſhe conducted me, 
ſeemed to have been furniſhed by Pleaſure 
herſelf; moſt voluptuous magnificence 
appeared on all hands, and every orna- 
ment was emblematic of the purpoſe for 
L 2 which 
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which it was admitted. A large luſtre 
was ſupported in the center by a naked 
figure, in the act of lighting the tapers, 
while the cieling repreſented the Graces 
binding the brows of a group of Bac- 
chanals, with garlands of myrtle, in- 
tertwiſted with roſes. On one fide 
ſtood a crimſon canopy, on drawing the 
curtains of which I diſcovered a ſopha 
of the blackeſt ſattin; at the top, Venus 
in a flowing robe of Tyrian purple, was 
depicted in the attitude of preſenting a 
veil, while Adonis, who ſtood ſmiling 
behind. her, ſeemed to watch an oppor- 
tunity to ſteal it away. | 

The ſun was juſt: ſetting, and threw 
his farewell beam directly into the room; 
ſo that, as the canopy promiſed to ſhade 
us, we were obliged, in common pru- 


dence, to place ourſelves under it. About 
this time, her white hand repoſed upon 
the couch, and ſhe had taken off her glove 
As 
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As ſoon as the ſun was gone down, I 


| roſe and felt the force of this truth a: . 


ſecond time; that, if to be good is ſome- 
times to be wretched, to be vicious is al- 
ways to be ſo, after the madneſs of the 
moment. And in this manner was I, 
for the firſt time in my life, ſeduced 


into the company of a courtezan. I 


found Draper at the card-table ; and 


pretending ſudden · illneſs, T earneſtly re- 


queſted to go home, with which. Mr. 
Draper complied. 

As ſoon as the chariot-door was ſhut, 
I caught Draper by the hand, and ex- 
claimed, O friend, how could you de- 


. ceive, me ? You led me into the fire, 


and I have burnt myſelf to death. 
Pſhaw, faid Draper, never be fo curſed- 


ly ſqueamiſh ; what has happened, is all 


for the beſt: you were a mere baby be- 
fore, and now I ſuppoſe you—have 
made a man of * Not contented 


L 3 with © 
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with this, he rallied me moſt unmerci- 
fully. All would not do. I went me- 
lancholy into my chamber. ] toſſed 
about. the bed. There was a ſtain in the 
ermine of my hitherto ſpotleſs con- 
ſcience ; reflections upon the frft viola- 
tions, while the ſoul is yet unhardened 
by babitual crimes, are ſharp as, the 
flaming ſword of the arch-angel, and all 
the night I lamented that I had fo little 
virtue, when vice was ſmiling before me. 
1 attempted to ſleep, but there was a 
thorn upon my pillow, and at the firſt 
peep of morning I got up but I did 
not execrate the fair form * had be- 
| yes me. | 


H A . Cl 


How contradictory and inconf ſtent 
is man! how is he led captive, in the 
e ſhackles 
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ſhackles of the paſſions, in defiance of 
his better reaſon & 

It was impoſſible for any dane upon 
earth to be more fincerely diſpleaſed 
with the tranſactions of the preceding; 
day, than myſelf. I tumbled over ſeve- 
ral volumes in Mr. Draper's library, but 
I met no ſentiment that did not reproach» - 
me; and. I was thoroughly angry, both 
with having yielded to the temptation, 
and with the cruel friend who had led me 
in the way of it. And yet I could not 
but reflect upon the fair ſeducer with a 
degree of tenderneſs by no means me- 
rited on her fide.. 

She was the very firſt of the ſex that 
had ſucceſsfully ſolicited my paſſions. 
It was fs who called them out, it was 
{pe who gratified them. Ah, my good 
reader, let me beſeech thee, to guard 
vigilantly againſt the | firſt allurements 
een If once thou permitteſt her to 

nge L4 embrace. 
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embrace thee, (and ſhe will come to thee 
in the ſmile of joy, arrayed in the robe of 

voluptuouſneſs,) then beware; for, after 
the firſt treſpaſs, (I again repeat it to thee, ) 
the way to the next 1s eaſy, and more 
difficult to be reſiſted; till, in the end, 
thine error ſhall ſlide into habit, and all 
that is infamous ſhall become familiar 
to thine eye, and even neceſlary to the 
11]-dirggted wiſhes of thine heart. 
Theſe. truths will, indeed, be but too 
forcibly elucidated in the following pages; 
| and though, to my own diſgrace, I have 
| ſet them down with my pen exactly as 
they happened, for thine inſtruction, 
conſider the tranſcript, I pray thee, as 
the hand-writing on the wall, and let it 
be to thee as the warning voice that 
warneth thee from the paths of deſtruc- 
tion. 
In the ardour of my revels with this 
bewitching woman, I had in the moſt 
ſolemn 
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ſolemn manner promiſed, at her requeſt, 
to reviſit her on the ſucceeding evening, 
and I was to bring with me, according 
to her injunction, ſome tokens of my re- 
gard to her. However, not to inſult the 
reader with the repetition . of ſcenes, 
that bring bluſhes in my face, even as I 
mark them upon paper, I ſhall in brief 
inform him, that the moſt dangerous of 
all paſſions were now awakened: Dra- 
per, rather fanned than extinguiſhed 
them—the path to perſonal exceſſes was 
now ſhewn me: I was in the hey-day 
of blood, and I no ſought Happineſs, 
not in benevolence, but in diſhpation. X 

And at this period it was, that the 
nicer delicacies of my character, and 
all the delightful ſimplicities of the coun- 
try cottager, began to fly off, and to leave 
me. For more than three months, I 
was a dupe to this handſome courtezan, 
She ſung, talked, looked, and embraced 

L 5 me 
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me ĩnto faſeination. Her extravagance, 
however, was unbounded, and yet I was 
ſufficiently enchanted to attempt its gra- 
 tification-; to attempt it at the riſque of 
fortune, character, and every thing elſe. 
I was ſoon taught the myſtery of keeping, 
and, in the fondneſs of my fooliſh heart, 
T took lodgings for this Dulcinea, in 
the moſt expenſive part of the town. 
Such, at laſt, became my infatuation, 
that I had a pride in ſeeing her eclipſe 
women of real faſhion, in the elegance of 
her perſon, and in the richneſs of her 
dreſs; and I even doated upon her 
enough to go with her openly into the 
places of public reſort. 
About this time, however, I received 
a card from my agent, that a little abat- 
ed the violence of my career ; it was to 
the following purport: 
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To Benignus. 
| on $5 oe | :(3 t 
Sir 


3 


I herewith anſwer, according to order, 


your draft for 2 50 pounds, and, ſhall 
continue to obſerve your commands, 
while 1 haye 1 money in band. At the 
ſame time, beg to remind you, that this 


preſent draft makes the ſum of two 


thouſand pounds had, per order, fince 
the 13th inſtant ; excluſive of the other 


ſums * your arrival in London, for 
which I have your receipts, ſeverally. 
I am, fir, with due reſpect, 


Your moſt humble ſervant, 
Archibald Parſons, 


I now began to perceive that the con- 


ſequence of keeping, was a pretty ſmart 


circumſtance ; and the plain fact was, 
that 1 had ſquandered away upon this 
artful woman, in a very few weeks, a very 

L 6 tolerable 
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tolerable fortune, without having done a 
ſingle action that can be recorded to my 
advantage: ſo far otherwiſe, that I neg- 
lected my accuſtomed paſſion for ad- 
venture, I ſeldom viſited my old friends 
in the ſquare, forgot both Benjamin and 
Abrahams, and was fairly making large 
ſtrides from faſhion and folly, to de- 
. 


CHAP. Cll. 


It fo fell out, that we were diſappointed 
of the promiſed company of the Sud- 
berrys, on the day they had taught us to 
expect them; nor had either Draper or 

myſelf the happineſs of ſeeing that amia- 
ble family for a conſiderable time after- 
wards. Poor Sudberry's diſtemper gained 
upon him too forcibly, either for the love 


__-. 
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of his wife, or the friendſhip of Mr. 
Draper to remove, and more than fix 
months elapſed before he was able to 
leave his chamber; during which tedious 
interval, Mrs. Sudberry waited by his 
ſide, ſmoothed his pillow, and anticipated 
every with that could poſſibly be per- 
formed by attention and tenderneſs. Nor 
would Draper, who inſiſted upon it this 
was bis family, allow me to ſnew them a 
fingle civility beyond a meſſage - card, to 
enquire after the ſtate of its health. 

Sorry am I to ſay, I was leſs anxious 
about theſe matters than formerly. It 
was the very period of enchantment; 


 ® Let it be fufficient to the kind reader, ſhould he 
hear no more of this worthy family, to underſtand, 
that, when Benignus did enjoy its company, he found 
it reſtored to its merited tranquillity, not only by 
the principal's recovering his health, in a greater de- 
gree, but alſo by an unexpected good ſtroke of for- 
tune in its favour, which placed it in a ſtate of 
quietude and 33 


and 


—_ 
I 
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and I was pinned to the petticoat of a 
Dalilah, without a wiſh either to recover 
my liberty, or to revive my curiofity. 
Plays, operas, maſquerades, and tavern 
ſuppers, now took poſſeſſion of me; and 
Draper, who was always ready for either 
the vice or virtue of the moment, kept 
up the ball, led me by the heart through 
all the 'ceremonies of elevated proſtitu- 
tion, and equipped me at all E as a 
man of-gallantry. 

It was in one of theſe cole anne 
that J became acquainted with a perſon 
through whoſe means I was again led 
into the world. I was one evening 
treading the tedious round of Ranelagh, 
with my enchantreſs leaning upon my 
arm, when Draper, who generally at- 
tended me, was accoſted by a gentleman 
who preſſed him much to paſs the night 
rationally at a tavern, whither ſome ten 
or a dozen honeſt fellows of the /t, as 


he 
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he termed it, were to give him the meet- 


ing at eleven o'clock. Draper, who was 

always able to ſway me, and, indeed, 
carry any thing he undertook, not only 
obtained my promiſe to accompany him, 
but alſo prevailed upon Lucy (ſo was 
my favourite called) to truſt me from 
her arms : for be it known, that ſhe al- 
ways affected to love me beyond mea- 
ſore, and would frequently pretend ſtrokes 
of jealouſy on purpoſe to bind me the 
faſter. As ſoon, then, as I had con- 
veyed Lucy to her lodgings, we called 
an hack ney coach, and drove to the ſcene 
of appointment. 

Now, my dear Benignus, (faid Draper, 
in our way thither,) you are going to 
a ſet of characters utterly new to you. 
They are all of them men of ſpirit and 
talents; but profeſs to deſpiſe all forms 
and ceremonies, either in church or ſtate, 
ſave luch a as directly favour their own 

| notion, 
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and I was pinned to the petticbat of a 

Dalilah, without a wiſh either to recover 
my liberty, or to revive my curioſity. 
Plays, operas, maſquerades, and tavern 
ſuppers, now took pofſeffion of me; and 
Draper, who was always ready for either 
the vice or virtue of the moment, kept 
up the ball, led me by the heart through 
all the ceremonies of elevated proſtitu- 
tion, and equipped me at all aan as Fe 
man of gallantry. 

It was in one of theſe Ponte ee 
that I became atquainted with a perſon 
through whoſe means I was again led 
into the world. I was one evening 
treading the tedious round of Ranelagh, 
with my enchantreſs leaning upon my 
arm, when Draper, who generally at- 
tended me, was accoſted by a gentleman 
who preſſed him much to paſs the night 
rationally at a tayern, whither ſome ten 


or a dozen honeſt fellows of the et, as 
— he 
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be termed it, were to give him the meet- 

ing at eleven o'clock. Draper, who was 
always able to ſway me, and, indeed, 
carry any thing he undertook, not only 
obtained my promiſe to accompany him, 
but alſo prevailed upon Lucy (ſo was 
my favourite called) to truſt me from 
her arms: for be it known, that ſhe al- 
ways affected to love me beyond mea- 
ſore, and would frequently pretend ſtrokes 
of jealouſy on purpoſe to bind me the 
faſter. As ſoon, then, as I had con- 
veyed Lucy to her lodgings, we called 
an hack ney coach, and drove to the ſcene 
of appointment. | 
Now, my dear Benignus, (ſaid Draper, 
in our way thither,) you are going to 
a ſet of characters utterly new to you. 
They are all of them men of ſpirit and 
talents; but profeſs to deſpiſe all forms 
and ceremonies, either in church or ſtate, 
ſave ſuch 2 as directly favour their own 
notions, 
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notions, principles, and modes of think- 
ing. I very ſeldom join them, though I 
am a member of their ſociety : the rea- 
ſon is chiefly, becauſe, as I told you be- 
fore, I hate argument, and the conyerſa- 
tion to which we are going, though ſup- 
ported with the utmoſt" freedom on all 
ſides, is wholly argumentative. It is 
called the Society of Syſtems, where 
every man vigorouſly ſupports his own 
opinion. againſt every other, and offers 
either debates to defend, or reaſons to 
recommend it. 

Notwithſtanding my . to 
my miſtreſs, the proſpect of my approach- 
ing entertainment had ſufficient attrac- | 
tion to awaken my curioſity, and as the 
coach ſtopped at the door of the tavern, 
I felt my heart pant eagerly with expec- 


CHAP, 
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E HAP. ClII. 


We were uſhered into a very ſpacious 
room, wherein (for we were ſome mi- 
nutes paſt our hour) were ſeveral gentle- 
men, to the number of about twelve, 
ſitting in a ſemi- circle, and one mounted 
above the reſt, by two or three ſteps, 
whom I diſcovered to be the perſon that 
had given us the invitation, and who was, 
indeed, the Prefident of the Society. 

As the debates were not yet begun, 
the Prefident, whoſe. name was Blake, 
deſcended from his ſeat, and (as the 
friend of their brother member, Mr. Dra- 
per) introduced me to the company, who 
were pleaſed to receive me very graciouſ- 
ly. After this he remounted, took his 
chair, gave the uſual ſignal of prepara- 

| dion 
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tion by tingling a bell, and the buſineſs 
of the night began. 

Very fortunately for me, the queſtions 
then to be agitated, were the very ones I 
had ſo long been anxious to know the truth 
of; namely, Whether Providence had. 
acted partially, or otherwiſe, in regard to 
terreſtrial dif) penſations; and-which ſyſtem, 
of all the infinite variety of ſyſtems, was 
really moſt conducive to human: — 
dignity, and happineſs ? n 1 an 

Now, then, thought en 1 IF 
deed be- ſatisfied ; now will the grand 
ſecret, that has ſo long puzzled me, be 
developed: I am amongſt men of me- 
ditation, liberty, and experience; and 
this is aſſuredly the very night that ſhall 
ſettle my opinions, and eſtabliſh . my 
bitherto fluct uating ideas upon the ſolid 
baſis of conviction: my preſent notion 


however: is, that the felicity of life can- 


not 
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not be perfect without a miſtreſs. — 


Heigho !—I wiſh my Lucy could fit by 


my fide, and enjoy with me this * feaſt, 
of reaſon, and this flow of ſoul.”—— 


Heigho !—now for it: now for it. 
Scarce had I indulged this ſoliloquy, 


before a pale, tall, ſkeleton figure roſe 


— 


up, and in a voice at once ſhrill, pierc- 


ing, and complaining, thus addreſſed the 


Preſident. 


I ſhall ſhew you, Mr. Prefident, what 


oo 
. 


true | Happineſs is, by telling you what, 
of all other things, it is not. Is it a 
queſtion,” whether Providence has been 
partial or not? Look at me, I am an 
inſtance of its partiality. The only poor 


man of the ſociety is now ſpeaking; and 
I will take upon me to prove, that Hap- 
| Pineſs is every where, but in the. garret 
of an author. When Nature makes a 
poet, gentlemen, ſhe makes a creature 


as little able to ſtand alone, and buſtle it 


throu gh 


"hs 
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through the dirty and difficult ways of 
this world, as if ſhe had given him but 
one leg ; and I will prove it. It may 
be ſaid, indeed, that an author hath the 
talents of genius, though he hath not the 
purſe of fortune. He hath, you will 
ſay, the poetic power of building palaces, 
without either brick, cement, mathema- 
tics, or mortar ; he can deſcribe with the 
ſame facility he adorns; the gardens 
| bloom at his bidding, and the flowers 
ſhoot up into beauty, and ſcatter fra- 
grance, as he waves a feather. What 
of that? Can there be a ſorrier privilege 
than bis, who is able to ſpread a vi- 
Aonary banquet, order ſervants to attend 
in their beſt liveries, and afſemble to- 
gether the politeſt company, when He 
who feedeth the ravens knoweth, that, 
in point of ſubſtantial eating and drink- 
ing, this identical poet, could as ſoon 
command the * of the Treaſury to 
turn 
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turn upon their hinges, and open their 
coffers in obedience to his commands, as 
he could procure, either by caſh or credit, 
the chicken that is roaſting upon the 
luxurious ſpit of an illiterate alderman ? 
What a multitude are thrown monthly, 
weekly, hourly, daily into the world, 
without the inheritance of a fingle penny; 
and yet with a ſet of ſolicitous cravings, 
which demand gratification ? . You muſt 
know, Mr. Preſident, that J am one of 
the many, who have real and ſound rea- 
ſons for thinking there are very unpar- 
donable inequalities in the diviſion of 
human property. Even as I lay in the 
cradle I was deſerted by fortune ; nature 
gave me a knack at book-making, and 
I have now for many years earned my 
bread by the fatigue of my fingers : 
not a dinner but what I extorted from 
the ſtandiſh ; not a bed, but I literally 
made it, of geeſe feathers : in the day I 
worked 
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worked with the quills upon the wing, 
that I might ſlumber. at night upon the 
dom of the boſom; and yet, after all, 
in the fr years of my apprenticeſhip, I 
did little more than pluck the bird; for 
the table of my bookſeller. He feaſted 
upon the body, and I ſtarved upon the 
feathers. Now, will any man- preſent 
Pretend to ſay, there is not a moſt 
monſtrous diſproportion between the dif- 
ferent fates of bookſellers and their au- 
thors? Surely, Mr. Preſident, all the 
Deities, nether and upper, were aſleep; 
ſurely they had no eye to the operations 
of 'matter and motion, when theſe crooked 
deeds: were doing! J will maintain it, fir, 
that a poet ought to be in every reſpect 
as happy, ought to have as good a ſhare 
of this life's: comforts, as a bookſeler— 
Shall a being, who exiſts by the purchaſe 
of a commodity, of the true value of which 
he is as ignorant as the animalcula at the 
nn verge 
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verge of his noſtrils;; ſhall a fellow, 
who lives by the ſale gf another man's 
brains, fare better, look ſleeker, and ſleep 
ſofter, than the very poets that ifurniſh 
them with the commodity itſelf? I ſay, 
therefore, and I: will: ſupport it with my 
dying breath, authors are not ſufficiently 
_ conſidered by Providence; and a poet is 
the only creature of all creatures created, 
that is abſolutely negleQed.—1I ſay, like- 
wiſe, Mr. Prefident—I tay, CE 
Ifag—l— -- 

Here the ftroke of a hammer Goin 
the Preſident, knocked” down both the 
author and his argument, in the ſame in- 
ſtant : for by the laws of this ſociety, no 
man (unleſs his eloquence was partieu- 
larly attracting) was allowed to ſpeak 
upon any given ſubject more than ten 
minutes; and, from his ſtrange method 
of JAE * poet had exhauſted his 

| TE 


—— 1 
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ſtipend long ere had eee 


en 


The poet was no — ſeated; POR 


Wa member was upon his legs, and 
waving a white handkerchief in his hand 
with an air of — ehe "4g thus 


agen to harangue. 
The worthy and TOES? ade whs 


| ſpoke laſt, Mr. Preſident, bath diſplayed 


his ingenuity,” at the expence of his ve- 
racity. It were eaſy to prove that the 
life of a poet is by no means ſo unhappy 
as he has coloured it; and that all his 
local diſtreſſes are richly compenſated by 


adequate bleſſings, and by privileges pe- 
culiar to the poetical character. Hath 
not the poet all the advantages and all 


pleaſures of literary reputation? Hath 


he not all the delights of fancy? Can he 


not paint can he not deſcribe can he 
n e Hath he not the huzza of 
1 | printed 


LIBERAL OPINIONS: 27% 
printed popularity always ſhouted before 
him? Do not all the honours belong to 
him, jure divino, that reſult from the 
laurel, the whiſper, and the buſy buzz 
of celebrity? Doth not the pointed finger 
purſue him, whereſoever he goes? Is not 
us that there be goes, that's be, that's the 
famous Mr. Such-a-one? And do not 
theſe, together with a fame handed down 
by the hiſtorians from generation to ge- 
neration, more than make amends for 
temporal inconveniences? Mr. Prefident, 
it is not to be diſputed : the life of a 
poet is not a bad life; nay, ſir, I will 
take upon me to prove, that it is a life, 
to all intents and purpoſes, enviable, 
when compared with many others. What 
think you, fir, of the life of a patron ? 
Is there any being amongſt all orders 
created, placed in ſo horrid a ſituation as 
a'pairon? A patron, ſir, I have the mis- 

Vor. III. M fortune 
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Fortune to nu, is fixed by deſtiny, as it 
were, between two tremendous rocks: on 
is ſide of him glooms à Charybdis; on 
iat, a Scylla. If he perronizes, he is for 
ever peſtered with dunces; if he reſuſes 
to ſwallow. the flummery of dedication, 
be is immediately purged. with a doſe of 
lempoon. Now, I humbly ſubmit it to 
your judgment, if it is not a moſt ungra- 
cious buſineſs to be for ever upon the 
harraſs to have one's door beſet and be- 
Heged by a parcel of harpies, armed 
againſt one's pocket not only with zalons, 
but talent? - Are we not obliged to 
| keep an extra ſervant, on purpoſe to re- 
peat the lye of the day to every man that 
hath the look of an author about him? 
ferment of printed contzadiGtions ? What 
temper can poſſibly bear the thouſand 
attacks that are made;vpon. our purſes, 
: _ dunces in very form? this man 

726) Preſenting 
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preſanting his poem; that his play; hit 


plucking you by the fleeve with a de- 
ſeription of your country- houſe, which 
you ſee every day in the ſummer, as the 


Lord made it; that ſkulking in a cor- 
ner, to ſeize you. as you come from a 
morning's ride, with à raſcally liſt of 
ſubſcriptions. Is it not pitiable, that a 
man of property, merely becauſe he haih 
property, ſhould be eternally invaded by 
the tribe of ſcribblers—and that he ſhould 
be pelted-through all the twelve months 
in the year, both by pro and con, by 
queſtion and reſponſe, and ſtand the ſhot 
of ſimpletons and 1yſtem-mongers, with- 


cut any thing either for the loſs of 


money or labour, except waſe paper. 
Upon theſe acoounts therefore, Mr. Pre- 
ſident, and many others to which patro- 
nage is heir, I do not ſcruple to pro- 
nounce Heppinefs more out of the reach 


a Aon any other character upon 
; N hb | M 2 the 
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the face of the earth: for which reaſon 
I conceive that J (who have at this mo- 
ment lying on my window-ſeats upwards 
of forty epiſtles dedicatory, the offerings 
only of the laſt winter) am one of the 
moſt miſerable men of fortune Wat: ever 


* 


CH Ar. CIV. 


A aud wender bega ae 
ſecond had finiſhed. 
T have juſt heard, Mr. Preſident, ſome 
very able arguments in regard to the 

miſery of poets and patrons; and, in- 
deed, for my own part, J am of opinion, 
that a patron i, amongſt the moſt 
wretched of all God's works : perhaps 
he has no equal, if 'we except the fate 
4" the man who really has a paſſion for 


reading, 
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reading, and an ability as well as an am- 


bition to purchaſe libraries. To my 
diſtreſs be it ſpoken, I ever had a curio- 
ſity both to look at and into a great 
variety of volumes, and, for near thirty 


years of my life, ſcarce any thing, on 


any ſubject, came out, that I had not 
patience enough to examine it. 


F The Alps and Pyrenees of literature 


ſunk before me. Folios, quartos, octavos, 
duodecimos, and ſo on to ſingle ſer- 
mons; poems publiſhed by defre ef 
friends; dedications, by permiſſion ; two- 
penny eſſays, penny ſonnets, halfpenny 
elegies, and farthing epigrams, all, all 
had their. ſhare of my. money and my 
attention. I was, indeed, what might 
very well be termed, a univerſal reader; 
and my. experience now. tells me, that 
there is no wretchedneſs like big, who 
putteth his truſt in ſyſtems. In the 
courſe of my readings, fir, I have found 

NM z the 
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the twenty-four letters of the alphabet, 
twenty thouſand times proftituted : they 
have been perverted to innumerable il] 
purpoſes, and, amongſt others, to draw 
the deep veil of midnight over the fair 
form of truth; to create an artificial 
chaos, where Nature, and the God of it, 
ſaid, Let there be light ; to re- produee 
anarchy in the age, that ought to be the 
age of order; to puzzle the palpable, 
and make the opaque ſtill more obſeure; 
and all this, under the pretext of open- 
ing our eyes, and ſetting us right. If 
the patron complains of poets, I loudly 
execrate ſyſtem-mongers, fir. Fye upon 
them! they have bent ten times treble 
that underſtanding which was naturally 
ſtraight. While I- continued in the 
ſwathing clothes, I was in a ſtate: of na- 
ture, ineorrupted. My eyes really ſaw, 
my hands really felt; and had I been 
permitted to 80 on, I ſnould have been 

intimate 
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intimate with ' ſubſtance, and rejected 
ſhadow: truth would have been my 
guide, nature my companion, and com- 
mon- ſenſe my friend. Inſtead of that, 
J loſt my Happineſs with my pettiooats, 
and the very day I diſtinguiſhed my ſex 
to the public, by aſſuming the breeches, 
was the firſt time- I recollect to have ſeen 
the form of falſnood. The: moment, 
Mr. Preſident, that I began to ſee, feel, 
touch, taſte, and ſmell objects as they 
actually were, I was taught to conſider 
them as they actually were not; but 
according to the lights wherein men 
(or rather children lite men) inſiſted 
upon it they hoν be. The firſt non- 
ſenſe that miſled me was the nurſe's ; 
and from her I was promoted to the de- 
ceits of a ſchoolmaſter. By the one 1 
was made to do as I was bid; at the 
peril of being given to a bug-bear in a 
white ſheet, who, it ſeems, always eat 
M 4 up 


up naughty boys at a mouthful ; or elſe, 
J was to be put into the burial-hole, or 
thrown to the beggar-man : the conſe - 

quence of this was, that I began to trem · 
ble. at every thing white after it was 
dark, I fancied a bug · bear in every thing 
Law; I never beheld a new- opened 
grave, that the fleſh did not creep upon 
my bones; and a ragged coat, or a long 
beard, always ſet me on the tremble, 
leſt the beggar-man ſhould be come far 
me: whereas, ſir, I am certain, had it 
not been for theſe pernicious documents, 
I ſbould have confidered a white ſheet. 
as neither more nor leſs formidable than 
any other coloured object, and a tattered 
garment would rather have intereſted my 
ſenſibility, than awakened * Pn 
ſion. 2017 tl 21033 

As to the ſchoohmaſter, I was com- 
pelled (by virtue of that magic ſceptre, 


nk whips in at the tail, the wiſdom 
0 . which 
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which is to. accompliſh the head) to 


adopt all. the abſurdities of a pedant 3 
and this prepared me for the ſtil] * 


abſurdity: of colleges.. * 
Though L was by this time well fitted 

for the ſyſtem of univerſities, yer I longed. 
exceedingly to carry a halbert; but my 
parents were too much bigoted to the 
old method of doing as others had done, 
and ſo wiſely reſolved to thwart natural 
inclinations, in favour of eſtabliſbed cuſ< 
_ toms. | Thus, after going through the 
proper courſe (as it is improperly called), 
they determined my genius to what—as, 
they uſually do—it had the greateſt re- 
pugnance—even to the Chuxch. To 
this end, I inſerted my name in the col- 
lege books, and I ſtudied with an in- 
tentneſs that impaired the fight, of my 
ſapl, even more than that of my body. 
Weak, however, as I was, my curioſity 
was vigorous as ever, till at length, ac- 
1 cuſtomed 
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cuſtomed to deluſion, 1 forgot the horror 
with which J viewed her deformity: in 


my childhood, fancied charms in her per- 
ſon, admired the force of her intellect, 


a and adopted her as the friend and guar- 
dian of my ſtudies. By this time, Mr. 


Preſident, I had a paſſion for ſyſtems, 
and purchaſed, agreeable to her pointing 


out to me, a ſyſtematical” collection of 


books, amongſt which were all the pens, 
pro and con, of church hiſtory, chriſ. 
tianity, deiſm, and | atheiſm. I was 
taught to believe, that a complete claſſi - 
cal, critical paſtor, ſhould- look; with a 
nice eye, at the ſound and the rotten, the 
eredulous and the incredulous, the Cal- 
viniſt and the caviller the Roman and 
the Proteſtant, the Methodiſt and the 
Moravian. A very grave perſon told me, 
that it Behoved me to examine all creeds, 
alb faiths, and alł orders of created beings, 
whether Chriſtian, Jew, Gentile, or Turk : 

that 
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that it would be working in the way of 
my profeſſion, if, not contented with thoſe 
obvious truths that lay upon the ſurface 


of the Scriptures, I would peep into the 
bye-ways, alleys, nooks, and corners of 


the multitudinous perſuaſions, tenets, and 


opinions of men, with a fort of vinuoſo 
Vigilance. 

. © Undaunted' by the appearance of 0 
gigantic a labour, 1 began the great 
work purblind as I was: but, not to 
trouble you, Mr. Preſident, with the 
partieulars of a long ſtory, I ſhall ac- 
quaint you, that about the time I had 
ſpoiled my eyes, and diftrafted my head 


with an attention to thirty commen- 


taries in folio, upon my Bible in two 
pocket volumes, my vigilance was re- 
warded by the preſentation of an excel- 
lent living. J foon retired to an admi- 
rable parſonage, where I was told by my 


phyſicians, a pleaſant pad, the country | 


air, 
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air, regular duty, regular diet, the ext 
erciſes of my office, and my tythe pigs, 

would bring me about again. 
The Sunday after my commencing 
paſtor, I deſigned to introduce my ſelf 
ta my new pariſhioners, in a kind of de- 
dicatory diſcourſe; and, deſiring to adapt 
a ſuitable text thereto, I fixed upon a 
verſe, by no means inappoſite, though 

ſomewhat, peculiar. Its ſingularity en- 
gaged my curioſity, and my curioſity ſent 
me into my library, to make an enquiry 
amongſt the annotators. Thirteen to the 
dozen of theſe, did I examine upon the 
verſe, the context, and the whole chap- 
ter; and. I remember well, I entered the 
library with the watch in my hand, about 
four o clock on the Thurſday eve: I 
the ſun the next day, and, with ſhort in- 
termiſſions, was upon the ſearch even to 
his * It was the buſineſs of 
Satur- 


* F 
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Saturday to account for ſo aſtoniſhing a 
variation in the ſenſe of the ſame verſe 
in every commentary. 1 compared one 
with another, and endeavoured to recon- 
cile ſo many learned contradictions; but 
how was I alarmed, Mr. Prefident, when, 
In the purſuit of Fitematic and orthodox 
accuracy, I heard the ſummons of the 
ſabbath duty ſteal upon me unprepared. 
Yes, ſir, I ſwear by my caffock, the ſer- 
mon- bell was upon the toll when I had 
not ſo much as penned a flip of paper 
upon the ſubject I had ſo long contem- 
plated. I hurried on my band and gown, 
caught at the firſt ſermon that offered it- 
ſelf to my hand, and running to the 
deſk without ſtopping to put on the ſur- 
plice, began in a trembling voice to read 
the ſervice. But now, fir, mark the up- 


ſhot of that utter confuſion into which T 
was thrown by 1. _ nnen com- 
wentators. | 


+ Io 


Beſides 


bp 
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.- Befides chat I had wholly loſt the chain 
= e dhe axgyment I meant: 10 purſues. the 
ſermon, which, in the precipitation of 
my ſoul, I bad brought with me, was 
no other than that (of which the third 
was, Latin) preached before my Lond 
the Biſhop, and a learned. body, at my 
I had upon my head, inſtead of a cano- 
nical full - bottom, the very cap of- purple 
velvet, that I uſually. wore. in the labori- 
r une met 
ſyſtems. 

And yet, Mr. Prefidens, notwithſtand- 
ing the perplexity I was-thrown into by 
the anngtatars, when I conſulted them 

upon a paſſage of Scripture, and ran my 
foaliſh noſe. againſt the ſtumbling- blocks 
af thaſe; diſmaly dark explicator 
nat withſtanding theſe misſortunes, fir, I 
am nom hat you ſee me of reſpon- 

ſible — and of decent bodily 
THR dimenſions ; 
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dimenſions ; and had I not already too 
much treſpaſſed on your indulgence, I 1 

would inform you, what 7 feel to be 
| Hayeinsss, and what, being now in 
poſſeſſion of, I would not part with, 
either for the viſions of poetry, the wie 
of patronage, or any thing elſe upon the 
globe: I have found out real Felicity, 
Mr. Preſident, and I will not ſuffer her 
to depart again from me, | 

The whole company were fo enter- 
tained by this venerable ſpeaker, (who 
appeared to be ſtepping into his ſeven- 
tieth year, and yet commanded attention, 
both by his manner and appearance, ) it 
was the unanimous defire of the ſociety; 
that the Prefident ſhould diſpenſe with 
ordinary ceremonies, and allow the gen- 
tleman to finiſh his ſtory, in which he 
was to diſcover the * to real Har- 


PIN ESS. 
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